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desolation, of mystery, of 
broken windows looke<l like 
in an ashen and expression! 
walls life and death had e<»nu 
ter and the sound of weeping 
the quaint, low-ceilingeti nm 





INTRODUCTION 


fruit. But it was when the old house 
to settle and look decrepid, and its flc 
come shaky and uneven, that its d 
wide to its supreme experience. Then 
was exalted into the New Eden. The 
came to it simultaneously. It was 
with lofty ideals and altruistic aspin 
one perfect summer and mellow autu 
ning brook, its shady grove, its fertil 
and sloping pasture, its western view 
ful at sundown, of Wachusett and 
and the chain of purple hills, were to b 
ration of a group of individuals then ki 
transcendental philosophers, and thr 
Fruitlands became famous. Withii 
great questions were discussed, grea 
the betterment and enlightenment c 
were generated. Alcott, Charles Lai 
Bower, Emerson, Hawthorne, Chan 
reau, and many others went in and 



I longed to see it sniiling .1 
in its glowing rout of (m Ii 
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ieal which inspired it. Humanity must e\ 
2 ach out towards a New Eden. Succeeding ge 
rations smile at the crude attempts, and fort 
ith make their own blunders, but each attem]: 
owever seemingly unsuccessful, must of nece 
ty contain a germ of spiritual beauty whi< 
ill bear fruit. Let no one cross the threshold 
le old house with a mocking heart. Lookii 
ack from our present coigne of vantage, we, to 
annot but smile at the childlike simplicity ar 
redulity, and the lack of forethought of tho 
npractical enthusiasts. But let it be the smi 
f tenderness and not of derision. In this mat 
ial age we cannot afford to lose any details i 
3 unique and picturesque a memory as th< 
f A. Bronson Alcott and the “Con-Socia- 
amily” at Fruitlands. 



FRUITLAND^ 


I 

A KKW EDKN 

Tiiic jurount of the I'riii 

muiiity iH lari;rly a eomiJtlation of 
l^artiiiig it by eye-witnesses and t' 
totieh with its nienibers. This is th 
t>f forming a just est intale of the ex] 
the eltaraeters involvetL 

Mr. Frank Ik Sanborn, in his I 
“Bronson Aleott/’ dewribes in a fi 
lettees llte elrenmstantx*s wlii<"h led 
mat ion of the C'oninmnity, ami thi 


BRONSON ALCOTfS FKI'rrLA. 


who were, like himself, intere>!i*d in 
instruction ami training of ehiltlrm. 
from Harriet Marfineau, uiion tier n* 
America in 1837, of Mr. Aleotf's 'I'emi 
at Boston, and thinking more f.tv«nu!4v 
Miss Martineaii did, Mr. (heavrs (*|H i 


received from him some of fits !««* 
Peabody’s ‘Records of a SdiotsI/ .11 
cott’s ‘Conversations on the 
these books, and from his e<trn’s|H(!r 
Greaves and his friend.s, Willtatii tH«l 









6 BRONSON ALCOTT’S FRI 

is sincerely and necessarily eng 
and not wilfully or osleulatitnisl 
Mr. Johnson at Manclu'sler suit 
universally competent. Wliate 
asked, he is prepared for.’ 

“ I shall go far and see man}'. 1 
an extraordinary insight as AIc< 
talk last evening, he ran up anti < 
powers with much east‘ and preci: 
the wires of his cage, and is nev< 
means, or by any particular, ai 
action or a poetic pasKige would i 
sion on him, because he exiH*cts h 
try in all. Ideal Purity, tlie imh* 
man must have. I have never j 
who so fortifies the believer, so co 
tic. And the almost uniform rejet 
by men of parts, Carlyle and Brte 
and by women of piety, might mal 


A NI'AV F.ni'IN 


(Iocs; :ui<l s()nu‘ tluit un* most sm 
t(> him an* only the oxuissions of ; 
luiiul.”* 

“laist nij^lit in the ronversatio 
peared to great ativantagx*, and I : 
oitcn lu-forc*, Ills stngnlar superiorih 
lelle<*l I lia\H‘ lU'Ver s<“<‘H his (‘(pial 
with whom he talks <lo not i-\'er um 
'rh{‘y interrupt him with elamonn 
wliat they tliink verbal endorsenu*ni 
faiu y he may hav<* lu'en saying, or 
kiutw Mr. Aleut 1 I tliink thus am 
whim or sentimentalism, ami tlo n 
they liavt‘ interrupted his large an 
statement; tlo not know that all 
their baby lirains is inroheretit tuui 
tdl he sees am! says is like astronom 
real and vast, every ptirt and fact ii 
lieefttiti with l!u‘ whoh‘. and that 1 
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is sincerely and necessarily eng. 
and not wilfully or ostentatiousl 
Mr. Johnson at Manchester sait 
universally competent. Whatt* 
asked, he is prepared for.’ 

" I shall go far and see man>\ h 
an extraordinary insight as Aleti 
talk last evening, he ran up anti t 
powers with much ease ant! preci; 
the wires of his cage, anti is nt‘ve 
means, or by any partkmlar, ai 
action or a poetic passtige would i 
sion on him, because he ex|H‘cts !j 
try in all. Ideal Purity, the jkh*i 
man must have. I havt‘ nevt'r ; 
who so fortifies the believer, .so eo 
tic. And the almost uniform rejet 
by men of parts, Carlyle ami Urw 
and by women of piety, might mal 


aiul s()iiu‘ that an* most sovc 
to him an* only the omissions of Ji 
niiiui.”’ 

"Last night in the conversalio 
peared to great a<lvantage, and I i 
often hefore, his singular superioritv 
t<*llee( I havi* never seen his e([ual 
witli wluim he talks do not <*ver un< 
'riu'V interrupt him with <-lamoroi 
wh.il they thiidi verbal eu<lors<‘men! 
fancy he luay have been saying, or 
know Mr. Aleott I think thus an< 
whim or seutinu*nt.disin, and <!o n 
tliey Isave intt'rrupted his large an 
stat<*nu‘nt ; tio not know tliat all 
their baby brains is ineo!u*rt‘nt am’ 
till he se<*s ant! says is likt* astronom 
real ant! vast, every part anti fact ii 
nectit>n witli tin* wholt*, and tliat t 
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is sincerely and necc'ssiirtly t'lig 
and not wilfully or ost cut. Kiouhl 
Mr. Johnson at Manchester s.u« 
universally competent. Wluitc 
asked, he is prepared for, 

“ I shall go far and s(‘e iimny, I 
an extraordinary insight as Alee 
talk last evening, he ran up anti t 
powers with much ease and pnvi! 
the wires of his cage, and is nev< 
means, or by any particular, ai 
action or a poetic pas.*Hige wotdd i 
sion on him, because* heexiM'Cts h 
try in all- Ideal Purity, th<‘ |kh‘ 
man must have. I luivt* necer i 
who so fortifies the believer, so cts 
tic. And the almost uniform rejet 
by men of parts, Carlyh* an<I Bro' 
and by women of piety, migfst mai 


(Iocs; and sonu' that arc most scvc' 
to hhn arc only tlic omissions of 41 
inind."^ 

"laist ni|;ht in the ('onvt'rsalio; 
peared to great advuntagt*, and I ^ 
ofu-n hcfort‘, his singular sn|H'riorit\ 
tt'llcc't I havt‘ never si't'ii his e(}uai 
willi vvliom lu' talks do not vs vv unt 
'Fhey intcrnipt him witli e!amort»i’ 
what tlu'V think Vialsil endorsement 
fancy he may have been saying, or 
know Mr, Alcott ! tlunk thus am 
whim or sentimentalism, and d(» n 
th<*y have intt'rrnpted his large an 
statenumt; do not know tliat all 
their baby In'ains is imaslierent ami 
all he sees and says is like astronom 
real am! vast, ev<‘ry part and fact ii 
nection with the whoh', and that I 
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"Yesterday Alcott left nu* aftrr tin 
spent here. 1 hud laid down a man . 
waked up a bruise, by r<*ason of a bad < 
was lumpish, tardy and t-old. Yvt 1 e 
plainly that I conversetl with the mo.st 
dinary man and the luKhest t 

He is a man. He is erect ; he sees, let ' 
be overthrown or parasitit* or blind, 
would have and enact, and not nestle i 
cast-off shell or form of the old time, ,i 
proposes to preach to tlie |H‘OpIe, or to 
staff and walk ihrotiKh the ccjuntry, e«it 
with the school-teachers, and fioldiu),; vi 
tions in the villages. And so fie ouglit tt> | 
Hsliing through the laml ht.s gosjM-i like 
old time.”‘ 

It was not unmitural tlnit tfiese gift 
acknowledged by so eminetit a jnan as M 



oclical to wliicJi llu' literary nieii atui wtniu-n nf 
this noted circle coulrilnited. It ran tlius: " Mr. 
Alcottand Mr. Lane have recently hnniejit from 
England a small, but valuable library, auuniiu- 
ing to about kkx) volumes, containing ujuloubt- 
cdly a richer collection of mystiiMl writer-; th.ui 
any other library in litis country. ‘To the .‘.rleet 
library of the late J. P. (ireaves, 'held l»v Mr. 
Lane in trust for iiniverstd etuis,’ they have 
added many works of a like eharaetts', liv |utr" 
chase or received as gifts. In their ( ’at. dugue . . . 
they say, ‘The title.s of these iKuiks are tttav nu!»« 
mitted, in the expeefatioa that this la’brarv is 
the commencement of ait Institution for the mtr- 
tiiro of men in univer.Hid freedom of iietion, 
thought, and being. We jn'int tltis list, not mily 
becau.se our respect i.s engaged to views so lib- 
eral, but because the arrival of this cabinet of 
myfttic and theosophie lore is a remarkable fart 
in ourjitcrary history.’ ” 

Mr. Sanborn, referring to tltis libr.irv in liis 
“Bron.son Alcotl,” says: "It was this colli-i (itm 
which, in the summer of 1H43, iH'eupird a hmt - 
drecl feet of shelving in the old red farmhottsr at 
Fruitlands." 






moment. Many suggestions were ottered irom 
many quarters, but the great impediment to a 
definite decision was the lack of funds. Mr. Al- 
cott had no money to spare to put into a farm 
such as they required, and the group of friends 
were interested, but not wholly convinced of the 
feasibility of the scheme, and hung back when it 
came to a question of investment. This very 
doubt fanned the flame of desire in Mr. Alcott 
and Charles Lane to prove to the world the value 
of their cherished dream. So it came about that 
Charles Lane took the burden of paying for a 
farm on his own shoulders, and he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to Mr. Alcott’s brother, Junius 
Alcott, on March 7, 1843: — 

“I hope the little cash I have collected from 
my London toils will suffice to redeem a small 
spot on the planet, that we may rightly use for 
the right owner I would very much prefer a 
small exarr.ple of true life to a large society in 
false am’ selfish harmony. Please put your best 
worldly thoughts to the subject and favor me 
with your view as to how and where we could 
best lay out $iSoo or $2000 in land, with orchard, 
wood, and house. Some of the land must be now 
fit for the spade, as we desire to give all animals 
their freedom. We feel it desirable to keep within 
the range of Mind and Letters; or rather to keep 
refinement within our range, that we may be the 



means of imi)roving or rcpnjvuiK n. wifiumf hr 
ing injured l.>y it.” 

Before this Mr. AlroCt luul wiitten a leUi-r tt 
Isaac T. Heeker, later known an hadua' H<'( kri 
head of the Ikiulisl Brothei I khhI, ami in it lu 
described the idea (hey had in mind. At that 
time Father Ileeker was at Hronk I-atisi, {au \ur 
restless and disstili.slied witli tin* life tfu-ir, ( tav 
ing a more aseelic exist enee; ami kiunving (hi-., 
Alcott felt confident of his sympathy ami statod 
the salient points of tlic seheme tti iiiin: 

Our purposes, .as far as w<‘ know thetn at pres- 
ent, are briefly iJie.si*:- 

First, to obtain tiu* free use of a n|h»( t»f l.md 
adequate by our own labor lo our Mipport; in« 
eluding, of course, a ronvenient plain htaiNe, and 
offices, wood-lot, gardim, and <irehart{. 

Secondly, to live independently of forei|,;n aiiln 
by being sufficiently elevated (fi proi'ure all arti- 
cles for subsistence in iheitrotlnelinttHtjf die 
under a regimen of healthful lalKir.im! reereadou: 
with benignity toward .all ereafures, human attd 
inferior; with beauty and relimmirnt in all tm 
nomics; and the purest eluirity timnighout <njr 
demeanor. 

Should this kind of life attract p.irtini toward 
us indivIdualH of like uiniH and ifeateh tliat 
state of being itself determines the law of 


ciation : and llu* ])arliciilat’ nuidt* may In* siuiki-n 
of more <U*lini((’ly as individual rast's may at isc; 
Imt in no ('asc, ('<nild iidfiior ends compromiM' 
du* priiu'ipit'S laid <lown. 

Doubllc.ss HU('h a household, with <mr iihrarv, 
our scrvicH's and mannor of life, may a(tra(i 
yomiK men and woman, por.silily f.imilic-. 

with rhildi'an, tU'sioiu:. nl aan*;.;. to llu* ahamu'ls 
and fountains of wit-dom ami purity: ami wt- am 
not without hopatliat ridvid('m c will m e ns ] im- 
grassivcly for lu-nclirial t'llc< tf. in tha woik 

of human ra^'t*n<*iatIon, ami tin* rast<trati(jn of 
Ilia hiy,hast lifa «)n aarlh. 

With tha humana wish that yotiisalf and litth* 
oncH may ha lad to aonhda in provitlant ial l.ova, 
I ant, rla.n* fsiaud, 

Vary truly yours, 

A. Hkon.son Ai.t tvr r. 

Fi'hru.irv i.s, 1H43. 

h'inally a (!<•( isioii was anivatl at, and in a lat - 
tar to Ml . Oldhatn, ( 'harlas I ana narraft s how 
it aama alMuil. It was writlan horn ('omotth 
May j,i, 

Mv h'ulKMi: 

. . . Mr. Ah oft ami I walkad up tha rivar to a 
phut' laliad tha (‘litis, wiiaia is a ytnuiy on haul 
ot iti aaras and wtHKlkuul halow. Ha 1 aina jioma 



with his head full of poet if sfluaues tor a i tittam*, 
etc., on this spot. I, lunvt'ver, fanu' luaur litst 
and found that a man had heeii sent hy tin* \ nuaj.; 
man who walked with me to S<iuildioroU}.:h, liav- 
ing a farm to sell at Harvani, t.j. milc-s oil. lit* 
proposed to take me direetiy to sec it, Imt I was 
fatigued, so Samuel Lanu'd, tin* \ who ramo 
up with Mr. Wright, went in tin- w.utiug srliii h*. 
The next morning being very fme Mr. Ahot t aiul 
I walked there, not knowing his name, but we 
ascertained it to be W}'man; we .snv his pla< e, 
consisting of 90 acres, 14 of them wtHHl, a few 
apple and other fruit trees, plenty of nuts and 
berries, much of the land very good; the pros- 
pect from the highe.st part very sttblime. 
house and barn very poor, but the water exert- 
lent and plentiful. The eapabilitu’s art* inaniiold, 
but the actualities humble. Fttr the wlmlc* lie 
asked 2700 dollars, which bring be\ofu! mv 
means, we had much talk wln-n lu* ofTe-reel to m- 11 
the land for i8(X) dollars ami to lend us tlie build- 
ings gratis for a year, I should observe it is ex- 
tremely retired, there being no road to it. (hi 
these terms we have closi'd. giv«*s us the h*w 
crops he has just planted and grass to a ctjnsidrr- 
able amount will soon lie cut. Ihaveslept a night 
or two there. William and tw-o friends (Tar- 
ned and Abram Everett, called tlie** Plain Man’* 
in the Vermont Telegraph) ami a hirctl man re- 


n\ain llu're, and the family arc^ to start, early to- 
morrow niorninj;', so now ftw plenty of work of all 
sorts. NiiU'ty a<'res; niiieli of it iirst rate; some 
worth too dollars iwr acre, the whole 20 dollars 
jK'f aert'i would that some of the I'higlisli honest 
half-starv('d wvn' on it! 'This, I think yon will 
admit, looks like an attt'iupt at sonu'thiuj; whu'h 
will (‘lit ilk' transci'iKh'ntalism to some resjieel for 
its practicality. . . . W(‘ have very much to do, 
Imt tlu‘ (K'l'asions are o])])ortuni‘. I think Mr. 
ICmerson is not so well ])leas('d with our de- 
parture as he would be with our company, but 
as he (lid nothing to ki'cp us we must {40. It 
appi'un'd to me that for the hopefulness of 
many, It was needful we should make a move- 
nu'nl of some kind thivS year, even though we 
fail; and Providence seems really to have worked 
for us, , . . 

I thank you very much for the Tio; the. note 
arriv<‘d very opportunely to t'nabU* .Mr. A. to 
(piit (hmcord, to do which all his (k'bts must be 
paid, and I nei'd not (('11 you on whom that f;dls. 
Our t ransai'l ions at present lea^’(' nu' about 5(K) 
dollars in debt, but every oiu* says W(‘ have made 
a good bargain In tlu* purc'hasi' of the land. I si'ri- 
ously ho})e wear(‘ forming tiu' basis for something 
really progressivt*, ctiH it family or eommnnity, 
or what you will. . . . 

We have now plenty of work to do and how we 



get on I shall hiithfiiliy tvpori, thoUKli tlu‘ pvn 

will not do nuidi at pivsont. . . . 

Believe me, dear frii'iul, 

Yours steadfastly in the spirit, 

Lam:. 

Mr. Sanborn, wlio above all »ttiieiN ha-, an 
intimate knowledge of what the situatiun u.e., 
having in later years learned nuu'li ttnueni 
ing it from Emerson and .‘Xh’ott and other.-, nt 
that time, makes this eomment in his "Ibonr.uti 
Alcott” — 

“After looking at several pl.iees in fotuonl 
and cLewhere, Laiu; dechtled to buy the W vjuan 
farm at Harvard, two miles fnnu the vill.fg.e at 
that name, but less titan a mile fr<nn Still Kivei , 
another village in the same t<»\vushii>. Ah ut t 
would have chosen the ('Hlfs in Coneoid, a favor 
itc resort of Thoreau and tin‘ Kmer .oti f.tmih , 
and Emerson would luive (jreferred fit rtUain his 
friend in his own town; but Lane ftatl rather 
avoided Emerson, as not aseetie enough lor his 
abstemious luiltils, and .seems to have Ueeii not 
unwilling to withdraw Aleott fnnn wh.it he je- 
garded as an unfavoralhe inlhiem e." 

But when it was all settled, Aleott and his 
English Mystics entered into tlieir |»!.ui with a 
touching enlhusi.asm. Before them lav vifUas «if 
glowing possibilities. 'Fhey dreamed dreams amt 


lofig in which to collect the necessary thinj^s he- 
fort' moving to llarvartl. So ('harles Laneiu'r- 
suatletl Samuel Bowt'rs to write to ( Utlham a de- 
scription of the farm, he himself heing too busy 
to do so. And Bowers writes as follows: - - 
“('harles Lane wished nu' to sketch to you the 
material picturt* ttf h'ruitlaiuls and the adjoining 
scene, hut I am umiualitietl to do justice to tlu' 
subject. The property is very compact and may 
be a very beautiful thunaiu. It is ])art a hill slop- 
ing down to more valley. Several springs gush 
out from the sidt* of the hill and the wattn* is very 
gtKuI - belter I think than is common in Mas- 
Hachusetts. The soil varies much, but tlu* av('rage 
tiualily is, I considerali'ly jmlge, twice, if not 
thrice as good as that of 'rytherley.* 'Phen* is 
alumt l.|. acres <tf wootllaud all in the vah' tint! 
adjoining is tlu' Nashua River, t)n the other side 
of whii-h, when' the receding lands gently rise, 
stands a SlialuT villag<‘ (Shirley), its extendtsl 
orcliards, corn and grass land.s. 'Phere is in view 
a long and high range of hills, (me of whic-h, and 
that tlu' higiu'st, is lamous for having bi'cu tin* 
resort of an Imlian tsichem. 'Ph(‘ hill is called 
* 'riu* ItKsuicm of Owen's Harmony Hall in Pngluiul, 



Wachusell. Altogctin'r llu* sri-iu* rrjuititift! iijr 
strongly of (lu* Vnlo <if ICv<*shatii, in \\ nn t-acr 
shire, where seen when <uie apiuoariies it trt»m 
Oxford." 

It is (juite evitU'nt tiiat Ohlh.tm had \vt itt« ji a 
letter to ('h.'irles Lane warnin;--. liiui ag-un-.f .. . 
sinning^ too great r<‘.s{}on.si)iiii( v in flu-, vmfufr. 
The (luestion us to whel In-r inatsy fiitluei.r.fs 
would join the C'otnmunity was a \nv t iuiial 
one, since it wtis on tins expet tatinu th.u 
based their plans of riinuing the Kuia ttee ui tU-lu . 
In answering the letter he ask.s Oldhatn to luj - 
ward corttiin money <liie to In'm. And in his e\. 
plantition stiys: • 

"I do not see any one in aet tlu- lunsiev part 
but my.self." ('I'liis refers tt» the huid hir the 
Fruitlands exj)eriineni.) "Mr. AUoft ( annni 
part with me. I deem him inn siiu tTe ,aui vain - 
able to quit him, and hesules there- {-* ntuhiug in 
the country .so well as we ean sluw it we be- taith 
ful; l)ut rents, delets, ;uul incirlgaKe- wemlet tie .imv 
us. As to the reeruits you sjn-ak of, are* the V H H i 
for anything? Are they worth tiie small pas .jj.r 
money you name? Truly if lh<*v are .-.ojne id 
them you have at Alcott Ihiuse, I think we slnadd 
not be much aided hy their present e*. 

‘‘Understand, we are not geeing tee ti|wti a ho*i 
pital. We are more I’ylhugorean tltati t*hri-»f’., 
we wish to begin witli the «junt! rather thatt to 



lu'ul the KU'k. Th(‘rt‘ is |>,Taiul work here to be 
done ;uul I luiist not Irille with it.” 

'I'liis inutti'f of gettin}>: the rii^ht, kind of persons 
to join (he ('ominiinity retpiired n kt'en insight 
into hiimnn nature, and on tliis j)oint Mr. Aleott 
was not V('ry strong. 1 lis own sincerity and de])th 
of pur|)ose w<'re so great (liat lu' looked for these 
same attributes in (*v('ry one who approached 
liim, and oftiai failt'd to det('<'t the superfHaal 
(pialities that lurk(‘d underneath tlu' surfaces en- 
thusiasm of some <jf his followers. At this time 
"I'ranscHMKU'ntalism was rife through tlu' land. 
Some called it ”llu‘ Newne.ss.” The expression 
''A])osll<'s of the Newness” was heard on all 
sides, I'liey could be re<*ogni/,ed by their long 
hair, Byronic <*ollars, (lowing ties, and ecciuitric 
habits and nuuuiers. Nothing set'iued too ex('es- 
sive (oprovt* 1 heir emancii)a( ion from (heslu’U'klt's 
of conventionality. Oiu‘ day three young num of 
this kind turned up at Mr. ICmerson’s at C'on- 
cord and entered into an animated coiua-rsation 
with him on Ins front porch. With tlu'iu freedom 
of thought and allegiaina* to ” llu‘ Newness" took 
tlu* strange form of preceding ev('ry remark, lujw- 
ever trivial, with resounding oaths, which so 
.startl<*d the passers-by, and Mr. ICmerson as well, 
that he hastily invit{*d them to nujve round to 
the back of the house wluTe (he vibrations of 
their sulphiirous ejadikitions might roll harm- 



Icssly across tlu' intsulow iiu-Usu! (tf i-xplndiui'; 
in through the windows «>!' ihe hoUM-s lu-ar hy. 

That Mr. ICttierson w.is deejily intcresti'd in 
the experiment of creating the “New hidt u" at 
Harvard is shown ]>y the fact lliat a dee«! nt the 
land was maile out in his name as tt ustee lor 
Charles Lane. He and 'riioteau and the it“.t <if 
the Concord circle viewetl the tlepartuK- with a 
mixture of interest, curiosity, and anxiety. On 
June 10, 1H43, Kmerson wmte to 'rhoieau: 

“From Mr. Alcott and Mr. Lane at llatv.ird, 
wc have yet heard nothing, 'riiey went aw.iy 
in good si)irits, having .sent Wood Ahiam .tnd 
Lamed and William Lane before thetii, with hoi st- 
and plough, a few days in advanee, to Ltyjn the 
spring work. Mr. Lane paid me .1 long visit, in 
which he was more than I limi ever known him 
gentle and open ; and it was impossible m»t (t> 
sympathize with aiul iiomir jirojt'ets that wj 
often seem without feet or iKinds,'’ 



II 

Tine I-’OIINDINC OF I'TUUTt.ANnS 

'Pine origiiuil nu'inlH'rs of ihc ('oninnniity tbnl 
Hliiftc'cl the iiuitiiu' oKporuni'nl Mr. Ak'olt, 
his wih', and four small (laui-jiti-rs, (he ICiiglish- 
uian ('harU's Laiu* au<l his son William, 11. (’. 
Wrij;h( (for a short lime) and Sannu'l How('r, 
l.saa(' lle('ker, of New York, ('hrisloi)luT 
( 'ifet'ne and Samuel I.arned, of Provide nee, Abra- 
ham lCv<Tt‘ll and Anna Pa^e, Joseph Ikilnier, of 
h'ilehburK, and Abram Wood, d'he transc'enden- 
(alism of this last imlivkhial showed itself ehielly 
in insisting upon twisting his name hind side be- 
fort‘ and ealliuj^ himself "Wood Abram." As this 
lu‘ was always known at h'ruit lands. 'I'liese nu'm- 
bers dul not all arrive at one(‘, but (‘a,me within a 
short tinu' of eac’h ollu'r. Wrij^ht had shown some 
dissatisfaelion alr(’ady in the extn'UU' asc'i'lieism 
of the plan of lib* adopted by Mr. AU'ott at ('on- 
eord and he refu.sed to be a rej.;ular memlun' of (he 
h’ruitlands t'omnumity on this ae<'ount. In wril- 
iiiK t‘» OUihain on the subjeet ('harles I.ane says: 
" I ean see no otlu-r reason but tlu* simplieity and 
order to whieli alTairs were eoming (in (he ('ot- 
tage); no butter nor milk, nor eoeoa, nor tiM, nor 
eofTee. Nothing but fruit, grain, and water was 



ULV utiLaim.-. 

When finally the move from ('tmeonl (u Har- 
vard was made, Mr. Aleott took what turnitun* he 
could with him, such as 1m*i1s, etc., aiul the rest 
was supplied by J(jseph rainier, who eartetl Ids 
over from his old Homesteail at No'Pnwn outside 
of Fitchburg. 

Shortly after the move, ('harh’s I.aiie sat down 
and wrote toThoreau a deseription of hVuitlaiuls: 

FKem.ANJis, jviiie 7, 

It is very remotely placed, without a r«*ad, sur- 
rounded by a beautiful green landscape of fieldn 
and wood.s, with the distance filled up witli some 
of the loftiest moimttiins in the Statts At preM*m 
there is much hard mamnil lalior, so much that, 
as you see, my usual handwriting is very Kioatly 
suspended. Our house aeeoimncMlations ate iMtor 
and scanty; but the greatest want is gtHsl hau.tle 
society. Far too nuu'h lalHir devolves on Mrs. 
Aleott. Besides the oeeupations of eat h succt tul • 
ing day, we form in this ample theatre of ht.|>e, 
many forthcoming seeues. d'lie nearer lit t le 1 1 (| .^,e 
is designed as the site of the cottages, h'tnm- 
tains can be made to dt'seend from their graidte 
sources on the hill-.slopt* to evt'ry apartment if 
desired. Gardens are to displace the warm gr.i/ing 



gliuk'K nil (lie Soutli, and miiiicmus Iniiuan he- 
iuj^s instcail <»f cattle, shall hero enjoy existence. 

On the ('State are alxml: 14 acres of wood, a 
very sylvan realization, which only wants a 
'rhovean’s mind to I'levate it to classii' bi-aiily. 
'I'lie farther wood <ilT<'rs to the naturalist and 
llu' ])oet an exhaur.tlcss haunt ; and a short cli'an- 
ing n]) of lh(' brook would connect oiir boat with 
tlu' Nashua. Such are the designs which Mr. 
Alcott and I havi> just skctclu'd, as reslini.; from 
planting W(‘ walked around this n'.serve. 

'I'hongh to nu' our mode of life is luxurious in 
the higlu'st degree, yet gi’iierally it seems to lie 
thought that the set ling aside of all impure diet, 
dirty habits, idle thought.s, and si'llish feelings is 
a souri'i* of self-denial scanvly to lie encountered, 
or even thought of, in such an alluring world as 
this. 

In tlu' course of tlu' next h'w weeks Lane wrote 
with much detail to Oldham; • 

l’‘tteiTI.AN’lt‘:, nAKVARIl, Ma.SS., 
June i(>, 1843. 

Mv tn-AR h'utKNo: • 

'The moniing, being rainy I have taken ad- 
vantage of the susiH'Usion of onl-door lalioiirs to 



sit clown unci luivc u lit tie that with you of aful 
concx'riiiiig our (IoinK^• anti proj.-iv.-.. Thf dav 
after I wrote' you last all tlu' housohtfhl oitaft'; 
and all tlu' lunisehoUl wt'ro nioiuitrd ttii wliat-ls 
and trundled to this place; the old little etstiae.e 
being left as clean ;is a new htiok let Me.. Ah ot t 
great energy. The day was sh.tt]) ami eishl ioi the 
season, hut the wt'ather has .since come tutt tiiie 
and warm, some days imt. We have all liecii 
busily cngtiged in iminual operation-, in tin* Iti ld, 
house, wootl ytird, etc. riantittg, phiughitiK, sow 
ing, cleaning fruit trees, gardening, cfnijiping, 
sawing, fitting up, etc., etc., have gtuie at a lapiii 
rate, as the jilace wtis in a very slovmdv condi 
tion. When tired we luive taki-ti a look inutid 
the estate to set* what was growing, learn flie 
shape of it, tind its eapabilities wltli more miiuife . 
ness. It seems to he agn-ed on all hands, am! wt* 
have opinions from many praetie.tl men, that \ve 
have not made a bad exeluinge, even in the t otU" 
mcrcial sense, of our cash for land. Only thisik, 
brother Oldham, ninety aeres, evt-ry one of which 
may, in a short time, and without nnu it out lav, 
be brought into a sl:ite fit for spatie culture; ami 
much of it very good land, obtained at tlie rate of 
20 dollars or only /nur pounds per turr firehtiid. 
Recollect, too, thi.s includes fttel and ^tome Imihh 
ing material, for there are 14 acres »d w«K«h «» ’ 
eluding many trees of wlible nuts, and still only 



3<> niil<’s from ;i nu'lrojxiHlan ci(y of i i(),o(K) in- 
lial)itunts.’ 'Flu' land is most iK'aulifiilly dj,si)osi'(l 
in hill and valU-y, and thr scoiu'iy is of a sublime 
and eU'valing eharaeter. Water abundant and 
exeelk'Hi and tin* sprinj^s boin^' on the hill, it may 
be <‘ouveyed anywh<'r(‘ alunil the plaet' for irrij^a- 
tion, (*te. As is eomiuon in this dislriet, thi' prin- 
cipal part is nuiidow and pasture; but \V(' shall 
go on ploughing up as nuu-h as possible, sowing 
(i'ops of elovc'r or buekwlu'al, and turning tliem 
in, so as to redetun the land without animal ma- 
nures, whieh in praetiee 1 ilnd to be' .is lilthy as 
in id('a. 'riie use' of them is disgusting in the 
c'Xtreme. At present, we have tiboiit 4 aert's in 
Maize, i in Rye, 1 in Oats, X in Harley, 2 
in Potatoes, nearly i in Htsins, Peas, Mt‘lons, 
Sciuashes, etc.; there will be some Huekwhetit, 
d'urnips, etc'., m, 'iking in till ;ibont 1 1 aeri'S arable. 
Wc' have' no Wlu'al this yc'ar. 'Fhe grass i)romises 
well, and we may juissibly eut 2 ck) dollars’ worth; 
but by hill'd teams we are now turning up one 
piece of H or <), and another of 5 aeri's, and nu'an 
to.attack anotlu'r4or5 foronrnext yi'tir's home- 
stead or garden, should wc’ obtain the means of 
building, 'riii* hillside of 12 or i.} ac'res pasture' is 
also to be ploughed, dirc’c'tly, if we can; so tluil 
the work of ri'chunation will go rapidly forward. 
'There is a large piece of lu'ut land, as bhick as ink, 
‘ BoHton. 



which, mixed with suiul, makes a most produe- 
tivc soil, valued at 2(M) to ,VH) dtillat's jut aetej 
and there is sand on our lot within ick) yards. 
We have been much jdagued, and a lit tie cheated, 
with the cattle, but our stock is now retluccil to 
one yoke of oxen. 

Besides Mr. Alcott, hi.s Wife and ('hildren, mv- 
{self and William, who is very ellicient and act i\ (>, 
we have only a Mr. Lanu*d and Abrah.iin l.Mii am 
Everett] — wlio appears in tlu* VermoHi ’/V/c- 
graph as the ‘'Plain Man.” l.arneil was many 
months at West Roxbury.is only abotit 20 ^'ear.s 
of age, his father wtis a niereiianl.and lu- has Iteen 
a counting-house nuin ;ind Is what tlie w tu ld calls 
genteel. Abniham isaliout 42, actstper bv tr.ide, 
but an excellent asslsttint here, very faithftd to 
every work he undertakes, very serious, Itas liad 
rather deep exi)erience, Iniving beem itnptisotied 
in a mad house by bis relatious bee.mse he had a 
little property, but still lie is not a .spirit u.d Ink- 
ing, at least not conselously and wdslifnlly m». 

I have exchanged more leiti-rs with S.umnd 
Bower and he prornkses to (-(Jine here tomorrow. 
If his real slate bears out his writings, I tliink lie 
may be added to the ftimily, otlierwise he tlnnks 
of looking at Roxlmry for tlie inirpow of fmdtng 
a home there, . . . 

Mr, Alcott is as persevering in pra<iice as last 
year wc found him to be in idea. l*o do letter 
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and 1)i'( ter, to hr bet (or and bol lor, is tlu' ('onstanf 
(lionu*. His hand tvS t‘vory\vlioro liko lu’s mind. 
Ih' iias hold (ho plough \vi(h grt'a( (‘iru'ionoy, 
somotimos for (ho whole day, and by tlu' straiglK- 
lU'ssof his furrow may bo said to bo giving lessons 
(o the ]»rofossod ])longhmon, who woi'k in a slov« 
oidy manner. W(' havi* <‘alloil in tlu* aid of a (‘ar- 
]Jonti'r who has tuado siiupU*slu‘h'os for our luxtks, 
and for (In' lirs( (Inn' our Ulir.iry stands upright 
as it should do. It oo('Upi<'s about mo fool of 
sholva's. 

Jniu' .‘K, 1H4.U 

On (In' i<)(Ii 1 roooivod your very kind and 
iK'Wsful lo(t<’r of the first iastaul oiudosod in Mrs. 
('hiohosl<'r's. Mr. Bower, having koitt his prom- 
iw'.WNi.s hort', and I n'ad muoh of it at lirt'akfast, 
having also another visit(jr from Brook h'arm, Mr. 
Hooker llsaat' 'F, llookor]. All wore imioh in* 
torostod in the faot.H roporti'd, and Sami. Bowt'r 
lu'ard your rouu'mbrain t'S fresh from your pen. 
Von alfoot him mori' (l\an any tJtlu'i* person. In 
your lU'Xt, you will perhaps tlovoto a slip tci him 
and I will forward it. Ho, Lamed and Hooker 
visit(’«l the Shakers and wort' muoh attraotod by 
them. Lamed who, <jn {*011101011 iJ-jJort, used («> 
oppost' tln'in, talks c»f ituning tln'tn, .so ph-asant 
is tlu'ir so(*ie(y; at least a( first. . . . 

If I weO' imt at this moment surrounded Isy sf> 
much that is Iteautifui in (he present, hoju'ful in 



niL*. But by (hkis tufjsiuui^ Sduu-ttuni', bf 

(lone here wiiu'h sluill tvuch you (herr. If -nr tun 
(lid the people in any tony to let seif he t onquerfd, -ive 
shall do soniethin^. Lust aboiuub. aiui lu\f is slf . 
sert('cl. Lust of inojicy, tjf ttnni, oi soxualilv, of 
books, of music', of art, wiiilc Lo\(' druumds 
the powers devoted to tiiese lalsi' ondjs I thaidv 
you for your hint respeetiiiK wtaldlbu'ss. I In*- 
lieve I am }>;etlinK o» i^afe ground iJ I am not al- 
ready landed. From, or in baigl.uid \ ou say, I 
should exiieel; nothing, and I am now in the satiu* 
predicament hen*. Fvery fartliiuK I liad is now 
either put in or involved in this att.iir, atid more, 
for I have put my hand to t\v«j ratlu-r large Inlls; 
silly enough, you will say. In a few weeks I ex- 
pect to be literally pennyless, atid even unable 
for want of stage hire to travel to Bo^.ton if you 
send me ever so nuuiy orders, td which y(»u dis- 
cover I have l)een .so neglectful. I think I am 
now out of the money world. Let my privation 
be ever so great, I will never make any pi{i|MTtv 
claim on this effort. It is an offering to the hhet - 
nal Spirit, and I consider that I have* no more right 
than any other per.son; and I Itave arranged tlie 
title deeds, tis well as I could, to meet that end. 

I could only consent to return to baigiand »ni con- 
dition of being held free, like a ehiki, from all 








THE STUDY 

A bust of Socrates stands on the fine old Dutch higliboy that Joseph Palmer brought from No Town 



luoiu'y ('nt;iiii;U*nu'iils. As no jjcirson or jissocia- 
tioii can };iiaran(i‘(' this fur iiu', 1 think it. would 
!)(' Ix'lti'r to n'liiaiii here wlu're the slmi)lc wants 
oau ho so easily niot, and whoro tlu‘ro is miioh 
optiorUuiity for doiii^- 5 ;(kkI, and more, hope as 
the outward ('onditious are so heautifully free. 
Wt)uld that 3 'ou wi‘rt‘ lunx' for a month; we have 
n<»w tlu' most dc'lightful stt'ady w('atlu‘r you eaii 
eonec'iv<'; w’c are all dressed in our linen tunics, 
Abraham is plou^hinj;', I-anu'd brinttin^- some 
turf from the hoiis(', AU'ott doing a thousand 
things, bower and I have well dtig a sandy spot 
for carrots, the children and Lady are busy in 
tlu'ir n'speclive ways, and some hirelings are as- 
sisting. . . . Now that something, tliough little, 
is doing, you will hiid my exprc'ssions more peace- 
ful. C'on-fi-dc'iice in Love I hojte will ne’c'r be 
wanting in your alTectiontU,e fLumd, 

(’lIAKLKS f.ANlC. 

FKunr.ANDs, Harvaud, Mass., 
July 3<>. 

Df.ar I'uii'-.Ni): • 

... A fi'w days after 1 wrote you Saimud 
Lower joiiu'd us and has sltsidily and zi'alously 
entered into all the w«M’ks and spt'culatious we 
have in hand aiul mind. Mr. Heeker, a very 
Hpirittiabminded young man, also has betm with 
us. He is i)artJier with his brothers at New York 



in a very extensive liakiii}’' and «‘orn mill htisiiU'ss. 
He has resided several numtlis at W. Roxlmry, 
but is by no means satislied with their seluiol- 
boy dilettante sinritiudism. Ih* will, I fu-lirve, !„■<» 
to New York to clear up if jiossilile witli hi;; fam- 
ily as to the relations on wliieli they arc in fiituri' 
to stand to each other, d'hey ap[ttMr to he ho 
loving and united a family with sneli strony. hu- 
man attachments that, althouglt he has done 
much towards breaking away, I fear that in the 
desire to bring his brothers further into tin* inner 
world, he will himself be detained. 

Mr. AlcoLt and I retiirnetl last evening fmm a 
short visit to Boston to lairdiase a few articles, 
and while there W(‘ went out oiu* evening to Kox- 
buiy ^ where there are Ho or «>o persons pl.iyiitg 
away their youth tuul daytime in a miserably 
joyous, frivolous nuinner. 'I'here are not above 
four or five who could be seleeti-d ns reallv and 
truly progressing beings. M<»st of the adults art* 
there to pass “a good lime”; the ehihlren are 
taught laagutiges, etc.; the animals (in eonse 
qucnce I believe solely of Mr. ('leorgt* Ripley’s 
tendency) occupy a prominent posiiitm, there 
being no less than lO eow.s, lieside.s 4 oxen, a lu*r$l 
of swine, a horse or two, ete. 'I'he milk is sold in 
Boston, and they buy Iniltta* tt» (he extent of 5t«» 
dollars a year. We had a pleasant wunntier even- 
^ Brook Intrm. 


only in u ftw individuals lliat; anything deeper 
than onlinary is to l)e found. The Northami)ton 
('oiumunity is one of industry, the one at lloptv 
dale aims at i)ract.ical theology, this of Roxbury 
is one of taste; ycd. it is the best which (!xists here, 
and perhaps we shall have to say it is the best 
whi('h can exist. At; all <‘vt'nts wv can go no fur- 
ther than to kec'p ojk'H Helds, and as far as we 
have it ojK'n houst* to all comers. We know very 
W(‘ll that if tlu'y <'omt' not in the right name and 
nature llu'y will not long remain. Our dietetic 
systi'tu is a tc‘st (piite suflicient for many. As far 
as a(a*('s t)f hue land are conc.eriu'd, you may olTer 
their free use to any frt'e, souls who will come here 
and work them, and any aid we can afford shall 
be freely given. The aid of sympathetic compan- 
ionship is not: small, and that at least we can 
r<*iuU*r. To bridge the Atlantic is a trille if tint 
heart is really set on the attainment of better 
(ondilions. Here an* they fri'ely i)resented, at a 
day’s walk from the shore, without a long and 
<‘xpi'nsivi‘ jouriu'y (o (h<‘ West. 1 'lease to adver- 
tisi* these facts to all youthful men and women; 
for siH-h an* nmeh wanted Iu‘n*. TIu'iv is ik)W a 
ct'rtain op])ortunity for iHanting a love colony, 
the iulluence of which may be felt for many gen- 
erations, and more than h‘11 ; it may Ik* the begin- 
ning for a state of things which shall far tran- 
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scend itself. They to whom our work .seems not 
good enough may come mul set <iuf a he! ter. 

I should inentum to you (hat pa'‘..sitii* hi*. <!o<ir 
Mr. Theodore Parker came t(» (he t'ojmuutiit v in 
the evening and again in the niortung. He is a 
very poinilar man at present and has a rongreg.i- 
tion at Roxlniry, but being unwell by kmsoii of 
close study, he will sail to Hunijie on tlie i:4 
September. He will lamiain in ( aTinany tor tliree 
or four months, and afterwards as hmg in I*.ng- 
land. No doubt you will see him ami rentier him 
all the serviei! you can. ... At present we are mit 
sought by many j)ersons, !)U( the value iti tiur 
enterprise depends nut upon numbers so mtu h as 
upon the spirit froju which we can live tmtw.irdly 
and in all relations true to the intuitioris whieh 
are gifted to us. We must not forget Imw great 
have been the works done by judi\ itluals, ami in 
the absence of what are usually ealietl fat ilitit's. 
Our obvStacles are, I .suppose, ehieliy within, ami 
as these are subdued we shall triuinpli in iwter- 
nalities. I could send you a deM’riptum of wt»rks 
and crojj.s, our mowing, lioeing, reaping, plough ' 
ing in tall crops of clover and g fttr next year ‘h 
manure, and various other o|H*raliom., Inil .d 
though they have some degree of refaiitnt t»» lire 
grand i)rincii)le to which they are tibetlimt, titey 
arc worth little in the exoteric simse alt»«r. Per- 
haps the external revelations of hlH tnjglii 



always to l)c‘ k('i)t socrot, for every iinprovc'int'nt 
(liH<'<)V(‘re(l is only Uiriied to a luoiu-y nuikiiig 
uceouiil iiiul to the further (lep:nulatu)u of man, 
as we see in the mareh of science to this very 
inoimmit . If we knew how to double the crops of 
the earth, it is scarcely to be hopcid that any 
j^ood would come by nwealiiiK the mode. On the 
contrary, the bouutu's of ('.od are already made 
the. means by which man debases himself more 
and more. Wt; will then'fore say little concerning 
the soiircH'S of ('Kternal wealth until man is him- 
si'lf st'cured to the ICud which rightly uses these 
nutans. . , . 

Mr. ('harU'S Stearns Wlu'eh'r, the eminent 
Oreek student, who went from here to (Germany 
last summer, died at faupsic ^ in June, age 26, 
He was one. of Mr. EmervSon’s grc'uL hoju's. 

Samuel Bower continues with us, but lu; is not 
so ha])py in body or mind as lu‘ ought to be: a 
l(*t ter from you in the univer.sal spirit would cheer 
him up. He ('onfesses to the pos.session of a little 
Nomadic bloo<l in his veins, lie tliinks Mr. Al- 
cotl is arbitrary or despotic, as some others do, 
but I sliall endeavour (and, I think, not in vain) 
to urge him to the noblest conduct of which our 
])ositiou is ('a])able, 1 li‘ must not conii]dain nor 
walk olT, but cheerfidly amend whatt'V(*r is amiss. 
1 suppose your letter has failed at the post some- 
'Huh should In; Ruine, 



where, but I h;iv(‘ iiiquIrtHl fully nti this sith* 
With iissunuu'es of omtiuufil .ilfftiiou to \tuir 
self and all friends <tii the dtvitu- ymund. 

I rcuKiin, doar Oldluuti, 

Truly yours. 

C'iiAULKs Lank. 



Ill 

BliOOK FARM AND FRUITLANDS 

Tiocrtc is SO miioli confusion in the minds of 
many regardiu};- tin* difft'nMUT of aim existing in 
the ('ominuiiity at lirook I'arni and that of I'ruit- 
lands that it seems Wi'd to insert lu're a W('ll-au- 
llienticatc'd a<'count of Brook Ihirni and also an 
extract from a U'ttm* written by John Sullivan 
Dwight who was a nu'iuber. 

Brook h'arm was a ('\>mmunity estahlislu'd in 
West Roxhiiry, Massachustdls, in 1H41. “The 
lu'tid of the ('ommunity was (u'orge Ripley, for- 
merly a Unitarian cU'rgyman in Boston, who luui 
h('en in 1H36 one of the I'ounders of the* Tran- 
scendental (dub with Emerson, lledgt', Alcott, 
and others. Assoc'iated with Rii)ley in tlu‘ Brook 
Farm enterprise were Nathanic'l Hawthorne, 
(diaries A. Dana, JohnS. 1 )wighl, and other wi'll- 
known nu*n. ddiey bought a farm comprising 
some 2(K> acres. Its object was the establishment 
of an ‘agrii'ultural, literary, and scientific school 
or ('ollege,' 

‘'Several trades lic'side agrieultun' wi'i'c ('arried 
on and a immlier of children wiax* ri'ceived as ]ni- 
pils, instruction being furnished in ancient and 
modern languages, history, mathematics, moral 



philosophy, music, (l^l^vinK^ c(<\ It w.i-i (icsi^pu*(l 
to subsUlulc cufhicnUivc for selfish competition, 
and to dignify bodily labor by uuilini* it with the 
intcllcctiud and sjiiriUial life. 'riu‘ ('oiunumitv 
was at first organized as a joint-stoek company, 
each subscriber lieing guaranteetl 5 per ( eat per 
annum on his sluires. In 1847 the experinumt, 
having proved a failure fmaacially, was given up, 

“Life at Brook h'arm, esiu'cially during the 
first years of enthuHia.sm, liad idyllic and roman- 
tic aspects. In its palmiest state the ( ‘ommu- 
nity, including school children and boarders, num- 
bered about 150 souls. Kitchen and table were 
in common; very little help was htretl, tmt phi- 
losophers, clergymen, and poets worked at tlu* 
humblest tasks, milking eow.s, pitehing manure, 
cleaning stables, etc., while cultivated women 
cooked, washed, ironed, aiul watted on talde. All 
work, mamial or intelleetmU, was cre«li(ed ttj 
members at a uniform rate of ten cents ati hour.’* 

John Sullivan Dwight wrote of Brmik I'armt - 

“I remember the night of my first arrival at 
Brook Farm. It had btrn going all summer. I 
arrived in NovemlH*r. At that time it was a sort 
of pastoral life, rather romantic, although so 
much hard labor was involved in it. 'riiey were 
all at tea in the old Imilding, which was called tfie 
Hive. In a long room at a long table they wt‘re 


muking' (c;i, and I sat down with them. When 
tt'a was ov'er tluy wen* all vtay nieiTy, full of lift'; 
and all turned to and washed (he divshes, cups 
and sauet'rs. All joiiietl in, — • (he C'urtis hrotli- 
ers, Dana and all. It was very enchanting', (}uite 
a lark, as we say. Much of tlu' indus(ry went on 
in (hat way, heeaust' il combined the freest socia- 
bility with the ust'ful arts.” 

Robert t'artt'r, a co-editor with James Russell 
Lowell of a maga/iue t'allt'd Tin' Pioni'cr in Itt43, 
wrote an artich' calk'd '“TIh' Nt'wness” in after 
years, {U'scribing h'ruit lands and IJrook Farm. 
Of tlu' latter he says: - - 

“It was a delightful gathering of men and 
woiui'u of superior cultivation, who led a charm- 
ing life for a few years, latK)ring in its fields and 
lihilanderiug in its pleasant woods. Il was little 
too much of a pi('nic for serious profit, and tlu' 
young men and maidens were ratln-r unduly ad- 
dicleil to moonlight wanderings in tlu'pine grove, 
though il is cn'dilable to the sound moral train- 
ing of New h'ngland that little or no harm came 
of tlu'se wamh'ring's • •• at least, not to tlu' maid- 
ens. Hrook h’arm, however, was not the only 
('ommunity which w'as founded by the disciples 
of tiu' ‘Newne.ss.’ There was one (‘stabli.shed in 
1H43 on a farm ('ailed hVuitlauds, in the town of 
Harvard, about forty miles from Boston. This 
was of mucii more ultra and grotestiue character 



than Brook Farm. lion* won- KatluTiMl the incn 
and women who based th<*ir hopes oi rrt<irmuiit 
the world and of luakinK ;dl (lutiKs now <»n cln-ss 
and on diet. Tlu'y revivetl the FydniKoreaii, the 
Essenian, and (he Monkish notions ot AM-efu ism 
with some vtiriations and improvements pec ii- 
liarly Ainerictui. TIu* head of (he tnslittition was 
Bronson Aleott, a very remarkable man, whoNe 
singularities of charaeler. eotuhu-(» and opinion 
would alone afford sufbeuutt topies for a Iouk hn'- 
ture. His friend ICmerson delitusl Inni to be a 
philosopher devoted tt) the M'wncv of edneafion, 
and declared that he had singular gifts for awak- 
ening contemjtlation and aspiration in simple and 
in cultivtited persons. ... His writings, though 
quaint and thoughtful, are eliunsy romp.ired 
with his conversation, which has been pronounred 
by the bCvSt judges to have been unrivalled in 
grace and clearness. Mr. Aleott was om* of the 
most foremost leaders of the 'Newness,' He 
swung round the eirele of sehetues very rapidly, 
and after going through a great variety of phara*s 
he maintained, at the time of tin* foundadon <if 
‘Fruitlands,’ that the evils of life weii* not so 
much social or ])olitie;d us perscmal. and dial a 
personal reform only could eradicate dtem; tliat 
self-denial was tin* road to elertial lif«% am! that 
property was an evil, and aninial hsKl nf all kinds 
an abomination. No animal suliHtance, neither 



llt'sh, fish, huttcr, rhoc'.so, nor nillk, wuh 

allowrd lo hr iisrd at, ‘ I'millamls.' I'liry wore all 
(li'iiounn'd as pollution, and as (('ndinjjf lo corrupt 
lilt' body, and throuj^h that (lu* soul. Tea and 
coffet', nloIass^^s and ruv, were also provScriluHl, 
tlu' last two as fonsgn luxuries, — and only water 
was used as a beveraj'e. 

"Mr. AU'ott would not allow the laud to l)e 
niauur(‘d, which he rcKurtU'd as a bas(‘ and cor- 
rupliuK and unjust, mode of forciii};’ iiatun*. He 
made' also a distinct ion Ix't wi*en ve}j;i‘ tables which 
as])ired or ^r(‘W into the air, as wheat , apples, and 
other fruits, and tlu‘ base products which ^u'ew 
downwardvS into the earth.such as potatoesd beets, 
radislu'S, and the like*. 'I'liese latter he would not 
allow to be used. 'I'he bread of the t'onnnuuity 
he himself uuuU' of unbolted Hour, and souj-ht to 
render it palatabU* by forniiug tlu* loav<‘s into the 
shaiH's of animals and other pleasant images. He 
was vi'ry strict, rather desi)olic in his rule of the 
('(numuuity, and sonu* of tin* members have told 
me they were iu*arly starved to death there; nay, 
absoluti'ly would hav(‘ ju-rished with hunger if 
they had not furtively gom* among the surround- 
ing fanners and begged for food. 

"One (if the l'‘niillandt*rs took it into Ids heat! 
that clothes wm’e an impediment to spiritual 

‘ 'riitH w.uj a mistake u» Mr. ('artcr'n part, at) they ate 
jiutivturM hwly. 



growth, ami that tlu* light of tiay \va^. i-tjuallv 
pernicious. lie acc«»r<lint’,ly secluiird hiui.cll iu 
his room in a stale of nature tinring theilay, .uul 
only went out at night h>r exereira*, with a •.itiKh* 
white cotton garment reachitig Ironi his neck to 
his knees. 

"Samuel Lamed lived one whole year on 
crackers, and the next year exelu:.ively on ap” 
pies. He went to Brook harm alter the tailla|f.e 
of the Fruillands ('otniminify, and when that 
also failed he went South, married a kuU- who 
owned a number of slaves, aiul .settled there as 
a Unitarian minister." 

In this vStime artiele Mr. (‘arter asserts tlmt 
Fourierism hroiigiit Brook h'arm info dir-repute 
at the end, and that a large wooilen ph.tlan Uerv, 
in which members had inve.sted all theit means, 
took fire and burned to the ground ju '4 .ts it w.is 
completed. Upon this cafastroplu* the a%‘.<K ia’ 
tion scattered in 1847, Nathatnel llawihottu* 
lost all his savings in the enterprise. While he 
was at Brook Farm he Iooke<l after tite pig 
sties. 

In contrast to this is the full .areouul ttf the 
object and aim of Fruit lamls. 

The following letter on The ('onstH-iate baniily 
Life was written to A. Brooke of Oakland. Ohio, 
and i)ubiished in the Hcmld aj Frmimn, Septem- 
))er 8, 1H43; • 


Dicar Sir: Having jH'rused your wvoral lot;- 
tt'rs in tlu' Ilmild of Fnuulmn, and finding, nionv 
ov('r, agciuTul invilatitHi to corn's] londoiux' from 
“persons who feel ]>rei)ared to ('or)])erate in the 
work of reform uiion i)rincii)les” akin to those 
you have set forth, I take this jiublic means of 
comnuinii'ating with one, who seems l.o l)e really 
desirous of aiding entire human regeneration. 

After many years ])assed in admiration of a 
htitter order in luiman society, with a constant 
exiK'ctatiou that some beginning would shortly 
he made, and a continued reliance that some 
Iiarty would make it, the idea has gradually 
gained imssesslon of my mind, that it is not right 
thus to lingi'i’ for the leadings of other men, hut 
that each shotdd at once jiroceed to live tail the 
I)roiiose<l life to, the utmost imssihU' I'Xtent. As- 
Hurts] that the most jioteiit hindrances to good- 
ness ahide in tin* Soul itself; next in the body; 
thirdly in the house and family; and in the 
fourth degree only in our neighbors, or in society 
at large; I havi* daily found less and less reason 
to complain of ])ublic. institutions, or of the dila- 
torinesH of reformers of genetic minds. 

Animated by jnirt^ reform principles, or rather 
by pure en-ative sjurit, I have not hesitated to 
withdraw a.s far anil as fast as hojicful pnuleiice 
dictated from the practices and i)rinei])les t)f the 
OUi Worltl, and acting upon the eonvicUon that 



whatever otlu'rs might dn, nr leavi* tnuhtm-, how- 
ever others iiUKht tail in the r<Mli/.i.tiou ot tlu'ir 
ideal good, I, at le.ist, sluailtl .uham t*. I havt' 
accordingly arrived in that ivgti.u wlaae I 
perceive you theoretic.dh", and I hojx-, .u tually 
dwell. I agree witli you that it wtndd he well to 
cross the ocean td Life from the natiow island of 
selfishness to the hroad eontiiu'ni t»{ mu\ersal 
Love at one dash; hut the winds aie intt aUvavs 
propitious, ami steam is only a recent invent ie»n. 
I cannot yet boast of a year's emaneipation trcun 
old England. Dne free step leads to another; ami 
the third must neei‘ssarily pteeeile the hnirtli, as 
the second was before the third. 

A. Bronson Ahaitt's visit to England hmt year 
opened to me sinne of the superior eonditions for 
a pure life which this country oifers eomparetl to 
the land of my nativity and that <»f vour am es» 
tors. My love for imrity and gtHnlness was sulH- 
ciently strong it seems to Uiosen me fnnn a posi- 
tion as regards juvuniary ineome, atlet litmate 
friends, and mental lilnTly, whieh millitsns there 
and thoiisantls here might envy. It has h.sp- 
pened however tliat of th(‘ many persons with 
whom Mr. Alcolt hoped to aet in etmiam rion 
and concert, not one is yet fully liberated bv 
Providence to that end. So that instead of birnt • 
ing items in a large euteqirise, we are left to be 
the principal actors in promoting an iiira less in 
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(‘xti'iil, bill j^rc'ater in intent, than any yet; pre- 
to our observation. 

(hir removal to this estate in luiinblc confi- 
tleiK'i' has drawn to ns several practical coadjn“ 
tors, and oi)C'netl many iiujiiiries by letter for a 
H(al(‘ment of our principles and modes of life. 
Wt' ('annot perhai)s turn our replies to better ao 
count, than to transcribe some portions of them 
for your information, and we trust, for your sin- 
cer(' salisfat'tion. 

You imisl be aware, however, that written 
words cannot do niiu'h towards the elucidation 
of ])rinci])les ('oni])relumding all human relation- 
shijis, and claimiuj.^ an orijjfin profound as man’s 
inmost consciousm'ss of the ever present Living*: 
Spirit . A dw(‘irin}j: togetln^r, a concert in soul, and 
a consorting in body, is a position needful to en- 
tiri‘ understanding, which we hope at no distant 
day to attain with yourself and many other sin- 
cere friends. W<' have not yet drawn out any pre- 
ordained plan of daily operations, as we are im- 
pressed with tlu' eonvietion that by a faithful 
reliance on lh<‘ Spirit which acltuUes us, wc art* 
sure of attaining to clear revelations of daily prac- 
tleal dutu’S as (liey are to be daily done by us. 
Wheji the Spirit of Love and Wisdom abounds, 
literal forms are needU'ss, irksonu^ or hindt'rallv('; 
where the S))irit is lacking, no preconceivetl rules 
cun c(}mpensule. 





lioiifor thrmsc-lwsaiuldtlu-r:-. I funi llu- Hinuan 
Will, uiul not upon <‘iminu4aiufs. a;, ^utuir phi- 
losophcrs assort, rests tlu* turn ttoti, ptaviT and 
duty, of geiu-ratiuK n hi-tter tanial r.fah'. ‘FUr 
human beings in wimm the b'.terual Spiiit itas 
ascended from low animal delights or mt*re hu- 
man afTections, to a stat<* of spiritual chastity 
and inUiilion, are in themselves a <U\iue atnm.s- 
I)hcre, they are superitjr ciirumstances and ate 
constant in endetivoring to create, as uell as to 
modify, all other conditions, so that fiie.>.»' ahuj 
shall more and more coiulucc t(} the like con- 
sciousness in ollu'rs. 

Hence our perseverance In efforts to attain 
simidicity in diet, idain gjirments, pnre fiathiitg, 
unsullied dwellings, open comluct, gentle behav- 
ior, kindly sympathies, RTene mintls. 'riieM-, and 
several other particulars needful t«) the trot* ertd 
of man’s residence on earth, may he deslgnate«l 
the Family Life. Our Ua]>pinesH, though not the 
direct object in human energy, may be airepteil 
as the conformation of reetituth’, and this is ntii 
otherwise attainable than In the Holy Idunilv. 
The I'amily in its highest, divinest .senne is tlieie- 
fore our true i)ositiou, our siicred eartldy tlestiny. 
It comprehends every divine, every liumatt re- 
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lalion coiisiHlont with universal good, and all 
others it rt'ji'cts, as it. disdaitivS all animal seiLsiial- 
ities. 

I'lie evils of Hh' art' not so niiidi social, or polit- 
ical, as personal, and a personal reft)nn only can 
enulicult' them. 

Let the I'amily, fnrlhenuore, be viewed as the 
honu' of part' sot'ial alTt't'tions, tlu' school of 
expanding inlelligeiict', llu' s]>hcre of unhonght 
art, tlu' st't'iu' of joyous einploymt'Hl, atul wt' feid 
in. that: singU' s('ntinu'nl, a fulness of at'lion, of 
life, of being, which no scientific social contriv- 
ance ('an ensure, nor st'lllsh accident supply. 

luuuily is not dt'pendent upon numbers, nor 
upon skill, nor riches, but upon union in and 
with that siiirlt which alone can bless any enter- 
jrrlse what(‘ver. 

On this topic of luunily assot'iation, it will not 
involve an ('iitire agreement with the Shakt'rs to 
say (hey areal least entitled to deeper ('onsidera- 
tion than they yet apiiear to have sei'ured. 'I'lu're 
are many iinporlant ac'ts in their career worthy 
of observalion. It is perhaps most striking that 
the only rt'ally suecessftd extensive I'ommunity 
of interest, spiritual and secular, in modern times 
was establishetl by A Woman, Again, we wit- 
lU'ss in (his people the bringing together of tlu^ 
two sexes in a new relation, or rather with a new 
idea of the old relation, 'flus has led to re.sults 



more harmonic lhaii uiiyoiic stTiuiislv 
attainable for the Immuii race, eillu'r in isdla- 
tion or association, so hnii; as ({i\ i(letl, cnnlHt t« 
ing family arrangements are pennitfeil. The 
great vsecular success of tin* Shakers; their (mier, 
cleanliness, intelligenci’ and serenity are sn etni- 
neiit, that it is worthy of cnuiuirv how far (he.M* 
arc attributal to an a<Iherencc’ to tlieir peculiar 
doctrine. 

As to Property, we discover not its just dis- 
posal either in itulividual tir social temucs, iiut in 
its entire absori)tion into tin* N«'W Spirit, which 
ever gives and nt'ver grasps. 

While we write, negotiations are <'nterlahied 
for our removal to <i phu'c «)f h‘ss inctmvenience, 
by fricnd.s who have long waited for some poHjf 
of a determimition to act up to the itlea they liavc 
cherished. Many, no doubt, jtn* yet unprepared 
''to give up all and follow him” {the Spirit) wht> 
can importantly aid in (he New Advent, atid 
conscientiously accomplish (he legal pHnewn's 
needful under the itrcsent cin-umstatu-es. \Vv ilo 
not recognize llie purchast* of latnl; but itn re. 
demption from the deliasitig state of p-mprium, 
or property, to divine uses, we clearly tmderstand 
when those wlioni the worltl estemtis as owner.s 
are found yielding their iiulividual rights tt> tlu* 
Supreme Owner. Looking at llie subject prac- 
tically in relation to a dimute in which a ctjstly 



MK-u,ci iH iKX'CHHury, unci wiicR,’; a lamny wiui 
many diiklrcn has to lie provided for, the possi- 
bility of at once steppio}^ boldly out of the toils 
into which the errors of our predecessors have 
cast us, is not so evident as it is desirable. 

Trade we hope cinlirely to avoid at an early 
day. As a nursery for many c'vil proiiensities it 
is almost univi'rsally felt to be a most undesirable 
course'. Suc'.h nei'dful artii'h'S as we cannot yet 
raise by our own hand labor from the soil, thus 
redecaned from human owiu'rship, wc* shall en- 
deavor to obtain by friendly c'xchang’cs, and, as 
nearly as jiossibU', without the intervention of 
nioiu'y. 

Of all the traffic in which civilized society is in- 
volvc'd, that of human labor is perhaps the most 
detrimental. From the state* of serfdom to the 
receipt of wages may be a stc'p in human prog- 
ress; but it is cc'rtainly full time for taking a nciW 
step out of the hiring system. 

Our outward c'xc'i'tions are in tlu* first instance 
direc'ted to tlu' soil, and as our ultimate aim is to 
furnish an instance of sc'lf-sustaining cultivation 
without the subjugation of c'ither men or cattle, 
or till' ust' of foul animal manures, we have at 
the outset to (*neoimler struggle's and oppositiona 
somewhat formielalile. Until tlu* land is ri'Slorc'd 
to its pristine fertility by the annual ri'liirn of 
its own green crops, as sweet and animating 



manures, the Imnmn luiiul and Minph* iuijihnurut 
cannot wholly supersotU* the eiuployiuent ut ma- 
chinery and rattle. So lonj.t as rattle are usetl in 
agriculuire, it is very evident that man will re- 
main a slave, whethiT he he jutijuietor or hitc'» 
liuK. 'File driving of <'attli' Im-voiuI their natma! 
and pleasurable exertion; the waiting upon iljetn 
as cook and ehamberiuaid three partsot the \ear; 
the excessive labor of mowing, ( tiring, and lutus- 
ing hay, and of eollecting other f(Hlder, and tfu' 
large extra quantity of land neediul to keep up 
this system, form a eontinuatioti of unfavorable 
circumstances which must dt'press the human 
affections so long as it continues, ami overlay 
them by the injurious and extravagant develop- 
ment of the animal and besti.d n.itures in man. 
It is calculated that if no animal {(mkI weto con- 
sumed, one-fourth of the land now tUK-d would 
suffice for human sustenance. And the extejisive 
tracts of country now appropriated to grazing, 
mowing, and other modes of animal provision, 
could be cultivated by and ft>r intt-lligcnf and 
alTeclionate human neighbor.s. 'Fhe sty am! t!»* 
stable loo often seeuri' more of the farmer's re- 
gard than he bestows on the garden and the 
children. No hope is tlrert* for liumafdty while 
Woman is withdrawn from the tender awnduiiies 
which adorn her and lier household, t<i the serv- 
itudes of the dairy and the tlesh pots. If the 







tjeaHts weri' wholly absent from man s neighbor- 
hood, the human poimlation might be at least 
four times as dense, as it now is without raising 
the price of land. Tliis would give to the coun- 
try all tlu'. advantages of concentration without 
the vices which always spring up in the dense 
city. 

Deliauclu'ry of both the earthly soil and the 
human body is tlu' rc'suU of this cattle keeping. 
I'he land is s('ourgc:d for crojis to feed the animals, 
whos(‘ ordur<‘s are used under the erroneous suj)- 
]H)sition of restoring lost fertility; disease is thus 
infust'd into the human bo<ly; stimulants and 
medieines arc' resorted to for relief, which end in 
a precipitation of the original evil to a more dis- 
astrcms dc'plh. 'Phesc^ misfortunes which affect 
not only the body, but by reaction rise to the 
sphere of the soul, would be avoided, or at least 
in part, by the disuse of animal food. Our diet is 
therc'fore strictly the pure, and bloodless kind. 
No animal substanees, neitlu'r Desh, butter, 
ehec'se, c'ggs, nor milk, iiollute our table or cor- 
rupt our l)odi(‘s, ucitlicr tea, colTc'e, molasses, nor 
riee, tempts ns beyond the bounds of indigenous 
produetions. Our scjle bc'vc'rage is pure fountain 
watc'r. 'riu* native grains, fruits, herbs, and roots, 
dressed with the utmost ('Ic'anliness and regard to 
their purpose of edifying a lu'althfiil body, ftirnish 
tine pleasantest refections and In the greatest 



variety requisite' to the supply of tlu* various 
organs. The field, the orehaul, llu* f.'.anii‘ii, ia 
their bounteous ])rotIuets of wheat, rye, barh-y, 
maize, oats, buckwheat, apples, pears, peaclirs, 
plums, cherries, currants, lu'rrios, potatoes, pr.e., 
beans, In'i'ts, carrots, melons, ami other \inc-., 
yield an tinijile store' feir human nutrition, wiili 
out depeiidene'e on feire-ign e-limes, tir the- degen- 
eration of shi])j)ing anel traele. 'I’he almost in- 
exhaustible varie'ty of the* several ^.^aKes and 
sorts of vegetable growth, atui (he several mode-s 
of preparation, are a full answeT to the* ejne-stion 
which is often pul ley tlujse wlm have never ven- 
tured into the re-gion ejf a ]>ure anil e*has(e {Het; 
"If you give up ile'sh me-at, uptm what then cun 
you live?’’ 

Our other elomestic habits are* in harniony with 
those of diet. We rise with early tlawn, liegin the 
day with cold bathing, succeeded by a music les- 
son, and then a chaste rcptist. hkich one linds 
occupation until the merulian meal, when usu- 
ally some interesting ami ileep-si'arehliig eon- 
versation gives rest to the body and deva-lopmont 
to the mind. Oecnjiation, aceording to the se.r- 
son and the weatlu'r, engages us out {*f doors or 
within, until tlie evening meal, when we again 
assemble in social communion, prolonged gen- 
erally until sunset, when we resort to sweet re- 
pose for the next day’s activity. 



In these slc'ps of reform we do not rely as much 
on scienlille, reasoning of i)hysiok)gical skill, as on 
the Spirit’s dictates. The pure soul, by the law 
of its own nature, adoi)ts a pure diet and cleanly 
cuslonis; nor needs detailed instruction for daily 
conduct. On a revision of our jiroceedings it 
would seem, that if we were in liie right course 
in our i)articular instance, the greater part of 
man’s duty consists in kuiving alone much that 
he is in the habit of doing. It is a fasting from 
the jux'scait activity, rather than an increased 
indulgeiUH' in it, which, witli i)atient watchful- 
nc'ss tends to newness of life. “Shall I sij) tea or 
coiTtv?" the iiupiiry may be. No; abstain from 
all ardent, as from alcoholic drinks. “Shall I 
con.sume pork, Ix'C'f, or mutton?” Not if you 
value health or life. “Shall I stimulate with 
milk?” No. “Shall I warm my bathing water?” 
Not if cheerfuhu'ss is valuable. “Shall I clotlu^ 
in many ganuenls?” Not if purity is aimed at, 
“Shall I prolong my dark hours, consuming ani- 
mal oil and losing bright daylight in the morn- 
ing?” Not If a clear mind is anobjtx't. “Shall I 
team'll my c'hiUlreu the dogmas inllic'ted on my- 
si'lf, under the ])retence that I am transmitting 
truth?” Nay, if you love them intrude not these 
betwec'u them and the Si)irit of all Truth. “Shall 
I Kubj\igate cattle?” “Shall I trade?" “Shall I 
claim property in any cri'aled thing?” “Shall 



I interest myself in i)o(ities?’' I'o how many of 
these questions eould we ask them doejhy eiunigh, 
could they he heard as having rel.itioii to our 
eternal welfare, would the response he “ Al»st.iin 
Be not so active to do, as siiu'ere to In*. Being in 
preference to doing, is the great aim and this comes 
to us rather hy a resigned willingness than a wil- 
ful activity; whieh is iudi’cd a clieek to all 
divine growth. Outward ahstinence is a sign of 
inward fulness; and the onlysouree of true prtjg- 
ress is inward. We may oirupy ourselves at*- 
tively in human iniiirovements; hut tlu‘.se un- 
less inwardly well-imiielleil, never attain to, hut 
rather hinder, divine progress in man. Dtuing 
the utterance of this narrative it lias undergone 
a change in its personal expression which migiit 
offend the hypercritical; hut we feel assuretl that 
you will kindly accept it as unartful offering of 
both your friends in ceaseless aspiration. 

C'haki.kh Lank, 

A. Bronson ALt'orr. 

'Harvard, Mass., 

August, 1843. 


IV 

THE MAN WITH THE, HEARD 

No satisfactory rc<'or(l of loniitlancls could he 
written without ^iviiij’' an account of Josej)!! 
Palmer, the man with the heard. He llUed an 
important placi' in tin* life of tlu' ('omnumity, 
and is oiu' of those pi('tures(iu(^ ('harac'tiTS which 
must alwa3^s stand out vivi<lly in the history of 
I'ruit lands. 1 U' came of line, sturdy h'nglisli stock 
which (Muij^rated to this country in 1750. His 
grandfatlu'r tauj;'! it school in Newton, Massachu- 
setts, for twenty yeans. Ilis fatluT fout^ht in the 
Ri'vohttion, and he himself was a .solditT in the 
War of 1812. was an eccisitric I'haracter, 
hut steadfast, and, upright , and immovahle when 
it ('auK* to his iirinciples. Wearing a lieard he- 
cami‘ a lixi'd idea with him, and neither the law 
of llu* laud nor t he admonitions t)f the church 
could make* him falUT in his dett‘rmination to 
('laim freedom of ai'tion in this n'SjH'Ct. He suf- 
fere<l ridicule, insolence, and persecution to a 
degrei' that was anui/'ing, and which revealed 
tin* fa('t that in spiU‘of a seemingly greater en- 
lightenment on tlu‘ part of tin* puhlic, the same 
timdency, which drove the people to persecute 
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so-called witches, and ShaktTs, and harmlrss 
persons with a li((lt^ didVri'iit viewpoint from 
their own, was still alive, and ready to llame 
forth as fiercely as t'Vt‘r. 

On one occasion, before tin* l-'niitlands days, 
he went into a <'hureh in Idtelibnrj^ wlu-re the 
holy Communion was bein^ celebrated. I le knelt 
with the rest only lobe givtm the slun-k of humili- 
ation at being ignore<l and passed over by the 
officiating clergyman, ( lit to the cpiiek at, such 
injustice, and with the blood .surging to his face, 
he arose and strode up to the ('ommuniou table 
where the Sacraments were, and lifting tlu* cup 
to his lips drank from it, and turning to the 
shocked and abashed clergyman aiul htsnmgre- 
gation shouted in a loud voice :md with flashing 
eyes: "I love my Jesus ;us well, and better, than 
any of you do!” 

A beard at that time wasouly worn l>y the Jews, 
and that was the real rexuson for this per.Hecntion, 
and it caused him to be called ''Old Jew Pahuer,” 
though there was not a drop of Jewish bhKwl in 
his veins. He carried on his farm at No 'fown 
very successfully and .sold his lieef at tlie Idtch- 
burg Market. No Town was ;l "gore” of imre- 
claimcd land outsick* of Fitediburg and lanunin^ 
ster in old ('oloniid days, a large tract f»f which 


the Provin('{' of MnsHaeiliiisetls for bravery in 
the wars against the Iiulians. Joseph rainier in- 
herited it. It belonged to no lownshij), and tlien*- 
jfore was not taxed. So when he married the widow 
Tenney rumors eireulated through Fitchburg that 
the marriage was not h‘gal bex'ause he did not 
publish the banns at the nu'eting-house accord- 
ing to law, there bc'ing no meeting~hous(‘ at No 
Town. But inv(\s(igation proved the marriage 
legal because lu' had published tiu' banns in his 
own handwriting on a large pu'ce of paper whicli 
lu‘ had l iu'ki'd to (1 k‘ trunk of a fine old pine tree 
whi('h grew near his house. 

Jo.se[)h Faliner’s wife before Iut first marriage 
was NaiU'y 'I'liomp.son. She was a third cousin 
to C'ount Rumford, who was Benjamin Thomp- 
son, of Wobuni, in ("olonial days, but who re- 
turned (o Fngland aftiT the evaiaiation of tlie 
British, and on account of st'rvi('('K renden'd to 
llu‘ (lovernmeut was knighted by (h'orgi' IH, 
and afterward given the title of Ctmnt Rumford 
by the ri'igning king of Bavaria, and was well 
known throughout ICurope as a scientist, philo- 
sopher, and savant. 

A reporter of the Boston Daily Globe in 1884 
interviewa'd Joseph Falnu'r’s son, Dr, Palmer, of 
Fitchburg, and herein are iuHcr ted extracts from 
the interview : 



“Th(“ oUU'r inluilutants tii Ilarv.ittl, Sterlinj^, 
LeominsUT, l''ilt‘hlnuK. nilua m-iKhlMuiiig 

towns ran rctm'mbcr )1(1 Jt*w I'aluu*! ,' whn {ifiy 
years a^o was |K?rs{*ett(e<I, jeerfd at, 

regartk'd almost as a lieiul iiu aruate; who was 
known far and with* asahuinan tutm-at-t . and with 
whose name mothers usetl to triyhteii theit « hil« 
dren wlu'ii they waa'e imruly. 

"‘Old Jew IhUmer,' as he was universally 
called, was tlu* most almstsi and iier^nniteil man 
these parts ever knew, and all heeanse he In- 
sisted upon wearing a IhsuiI. Ihit many who in 
those days looke<l upon the subje< f <»f this sketch 
as a social outcast have livetl to see wdiiskers 
common and fashidnahle. 

"With a view of getting at the faets of the 
persecution of Mr. 1‘almer hut liftv ViMfs agt), 
his only son, Or, Thomas Palmer, a well known 
dentist of Fitchburg , was interviewe<i, ami the 
doctor talked earnestly and vigorously .ibout his 
father’s career, for he hatl st'en tin* time wlmn 
his schoolmates slmmuHl him and made his Isiy- 
hood days miserable, railing at Iiiin became* his 
father wore a bean 1. But now' the d*H tor hKikn 
back upon those <luys pnntdly, as hv reali/en 
that his sire was right urul that the worhi has 
indorsed the ways and idcits of the old man, 
instead of the old man Imwing to the absurd 
whim of the world.*’ 
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Suit I Dr. Piilmer: — 

“ I'ut lu'r left; No Town early in the thirties and 
moved to I'iUdiburj^ into a house where the C'ity 
Hall now stands. Ih^ wore at that time a long 
heiird, and he and Silas Lainson, an old s('ythe- 
snath maktu' of Sterling, wen; the only men 
known in this S('{'tion of (lu‘ country as wt'ui'ing 
iH'ards. ICv('ryl)ody shaved ('Ic'an in those days, 
and (o W('ar whiskers in any form was worst' than 
a disgraci', it was a sin. h'at.her was hooted at on 
tlu' slri't't, (alkt'd about at tlu' gnx'ery, intinii- 
dati'd by his ft'llow-men and labored with by the 
t'h'i'gy to .shavt', but to no purpose. Tlie stronger 
the opposition, tlu' lirmer his determination. lie 
was accosted once by Rt'v. (h;orge'rrask, tlu' anti- 
tobacconist, who .said indignantly: 'Palmer, why 
don’t you shavt; anti not gt) rountl looking like 
thetlevil?’ He replied: 'Mr. 'Frask, are you not 
mistaken in ytmr comparison t)f lUTstmages? I 
havi' never .set'ii a picture t)f the rult'r of tiu' sul- 
phurous ri'gitnis with mut'h of a beartl, but if I re- 
membt'r corrt'ctly, Jesus wt)re a beartl not unlike 
mints' 'Fhat sciuelchetl Trask and ht' left. 

“Wt'll, publit; sentiment against tlu* man and 
btsird grew strongt'r, anti pi'rsonal violtmce was 
threatened. Out' day, as father was coming out 
of the oltl Fitchburg Ut)lel, when' he had been to 
carry stnue provision, ht‘ then being in the butch- 
ering biisinesH, he was seized by four men, whose 



names I have not: in mind now, who were arnu*d 
with shears, hither, and razor, (heir intt'iUion 
being to shave him, as the sentiment (jf the 
popiilatxi was that that heanl must eonie otf 
at the hands of the wearer, possibly at the hands 
of some oiu', anyway. Why, tiiere are men living 
to-day, old associates of his, who still t'Hug t»i that 
old idea and will not wear a beard. 'TheM* tour 
men laid violent hands Ufxm him and threw liim 
heavily on the stone steps, badly hurtiuK his 
back. The assault i-d ] tarty was very muscular, 
and struggled to free himself, Imt to no purpitse, 

' until he drew from his vest pocket an old, loose- 
jointed jack-knife, with wlii<*h he stnu*k out left 
and right and stalthed two of them in the legs, 
when the assullauls precipitately departtsl with- 
out cutting a hair. Hi* was afterwtirds arrested 
for committing an unprovoketl assault, and 
ordered by Justice Brigham to pay a fine, which 
he refused to do, as he claimed to be acting for 
the maintenance of a principle. He was thrown 
into jail, where he remaineil over a year. I le was 
lodged with the <lebtor.s. One day JaiUu- Belhav.s 
came in with several men to siuive him. He 
threw himself on his back in Ins bunk, ami when 
they approached, he struck out with his feet, and 
after he had kicked over a few of them they let 
him and his heard alone. He wrott' letters t<» the 
Worcester Spy, complaining of the treatment 



the prisoiu'i's wlui'li I usi'd to ('urry lo 

l.lu' oHuh' for him, roocMviiij; (hem wlu'ti I curriiHl 
liim his nu*als, for \V(,‘ liirrd a (ciu'nu'ivt lU'Xt Io(1h‘ 
jail, h'or (his tlic' jaiU'i* put him in a sort of dun- 
goon down Ih'Iow, and out* day when I wont 
to th(' jail, hi' hoard my stop and oallod out: 
"riiomas, til' a stono to a string and swing it by 
iho witidow so that I I'au oatoh it wliioh I did, 
juid ]udlod u{) a lot lor for lligli Shoriff Williams, 
in whii'h ho oomplaiiiod of his troatmont. 'Pho 
shoriff ordorod him hack to his old nuarfors. 
Why, old Dr. Williams of I.oominstor told falhor 
oiu'o that ho ought to ho prosooutod and iiu- 
prisonod for woaring a hoard. In aftor yoars, 
wlion whiskors hoi'amo fashionablo, falhor mot 
a ministi'r whio had uplnnidod him yoars hofori' 
for woaring thorn, and as this .samo ministor had 
ralhor Ji luxuriant growth, ho wont up to the 
man of (lod ami stroking his whiskors, said to 
him, ‘Knowolh that thy rodoomor livolh.'” Hi* 
olaimod to ho tho rodoomor of tho hoard. 

“ I'athor was a roformor; was oatly iti tho hold 
as an anti-slavory man and as a total ahstiiionoo 
uiKooato. Ill' was woll aoquaintod with Phillips, 
(iarrlson, and other prominout Aholitionists. 1 
rouiojuhor going with him ont o to an .inti slavoiy 
ooiivojition in Boston. As wo walked up Wash- 
ington Street, tho people would .stop, then run 
ahead, wail for us to oonu* up, and rm.iUy the 



crowd iiniuiul us was so I'j’tMt that the ptilifr Iki 
to conu' (o tlu* n-sfiu*. Why w.o. it/ Uh, it w. 
the siune old heanl. It was j;o ume-uat to m-c 
jiuiii wetu'iiit!,' one, and rspeeiaily sin li a om* as 1 
sported. Why, lie was louked upt4n a-, a mot 
strosily. When tisketl onee why lie u<ut^ it, i: 
said he would tell il any onr t ould ti ll liiin wh 
some men would, frotn hity-two (<» fitter hut 
dred and sixty-live times a year, rape theii l.a 
from thi'ir nose to their nrt'k. Ih‘ never wtnil 
furnish litiuor for tiien in the Itay tiehl, and h 
this reason had hanl work to Kather etop ,; he 
they would luive rotttnl hefore he Woultl hav 
backed down and saerilieed his principle, ile w.i 
the first mjui in this seetitiu tt> hive up that ttf 
cu.stom. lie was interesied in all relonnator 
ideas, and was assoeiated with A. Hnnison A1 
cott in forming that (’tmunutdfy in Hatvartl a 
FruithindH which had for its <*biecf a more quie 
and unostentutioUH way of living than tlu* work 
offered. He went to llarvaid in iH-pp 'rheCtuu 
munity did not nourttdi, and Lit her bought tii 
farm. Ralph Waldo K iturson, as irttstee, At tint 
time held tin* tU‘ed of 'hVuitlaiuls.' 1 iei{iem!«' 
that when father refused to furnl .ft Ihpior fo 
the hay-mukers he had to hire lM»ys. (hu* mot he 
refused to let. Iut hid w’eirk fur him, -saying tha 
‘He was too mean to allow the Isiys a liltk 
liquor’ I 


“SlU'h was (lu‘ art-tmnf I'V 

the veiu'rahle doctor <»f a coiultlion ol alt.urr* r\ 
ist.ing ill this eonimmilty l>ul a eompai at i\ riv 
few years uko; 1»U( the avorae.e |u‘t>.ou ot to t|av 
would not Ix'lieVt', witlutut a lull f^plaiiatlou t>I 
the seutimeni lu'ev.illiu}.' a( lliaf tiutr, that wifhiu 
so recent a jicriotl a mail vvouhl nut tinl\ In- in 
Kulti'd and pcrsccnli-il, Inil ai tnallv uiohln d, a-, 
was (he \‘ic(im ol (his lo<ili.-.h and in(olt lant ( oiU' 
nuinity.” 

Wdiile in prison I'ahni'r kept a diar\‘, in uhif h, 
und(>r da(i' ot July tS.\o, oc( nr-, thi i at » ouiu 
ol' (he sort of pcrsecntimi he hatl IVom (he (wtt 
fel!ow-()risoners wiio tn-cupieti (he '-ante iiU 
with him. ( )lU‘ of (hem UNr.ei leil that il (liettihet 
prisoner would attack hitn ajtd tuf hi- Inaid 
olf, he would look on all the time atnl (In jj .uoat 
tliat it had never happeuetl, and th.o atnv. av 
he could get etiouyh moiiev t tdjrtti-d .uisulu o- 
on (he street (<» ])av the tlatuaye-- lot thoait, I he 
jaili'r coniine, to the dotn at thi - nioin» tti oi,« j 
heard (he rem.u'k atul with a lo' ftitsdna- M.tfh 
ap.retsl with him, .md addetl. "And puatv «|«i» I, 
too!" 'riieii he hee.an to euj'.c* .md atrat af 
Palmer, and vowt-d ihal (hev \uadd pel hi-. U .od 
oil’ soon, ami even MtKK‘"«(etl (fiat lii** Milua ptr- 
oiU'fs .‘.hould eut If otl of hitn in ld > -.h rp ( iiie 
of ihest' prisoners wa-. naisuni Ihkr. '1 In- i.uln 



contimu'd to pour vollry aft or vt>Ilry of oaths at 
the imfortunato luaii, and liiiallv spat on him n- 
pcaU'dly. This iiappisuHl wlam I’ahuor’s oi-ll 
w;is being whilewtished anti the thirr inmatos 
were Itauponirily removed to another r«-!l. Wlieti 
they Wert' Uiken bat'k to their etisttnnai \ tpiar- 
ters, Dike found that the jaiha had taken his 
razor away, whieh turne«l his wr.ith in a new 
direcLion, aiul Palmt'r writes tliat a*, a re-adt “ Hi... 
fore bedtime, he was tts gtxKl as a man ought to 
be to another, anti talketl very freely with tue 
on the Power and (Goodness o! taKl anti tin tiu' 
Moly Script ures." 

Here is an entry on Wethtesday, Septejiiber 22 , 
1830: 

“I called out to st>me t>ne in tlie liall. Wihles, 
the jailer, oitenetl the dtxtr in the entry ne\l tt) 
my door and said: 'Wluit thi you want.*’* I was 
just going to ask him f{)r a little water to use un- 
til I could get stime tea from Wilson, anti he let 
a pail full come in at the d(M>r, with great foree. 
It did n't wet me much, as I see it was etmiing, 
and having seen tliem thrt>w eitier anti water in 
the prisoners' fa(‘es bi'fore. It eaiCHsl me to start 
so (luickly that tliere tlid but little go into my 
face, and on my clothes, but it went more than 
half the. length of the room. I .spilt three eraekers 
and put them to soak where there was ronslihn * 
able water standing on the floor, as I ttmkl 
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see no chance of getting any more soon. I got a 
quart jug filled with water out of the other room 
to wet some bread which was all the water or 
drink of any kind that I had since last Thursday 
morning when I used the last of my tea, and I 
had tried ever since last Sunday morning to get 
some and could not. I thought I must suffer 
very much soon if there was n’t some attention, 
and being satisfied that there were some in 
Prison who were suffering greatly, I thought it 
time to give a signal of distress to the Public, 
which I immediately did by the cry of murder in 
the Gaol, which I continued at the window that 
somebody might come up while the door was 
open that would grant some assistance for the 
pay. About seven o’clock just as I was going to 
take my crackers off the floor. Bellows and Wildes 
came into the room and several others. I stepped 
to the table and took the lines I had written to 
send to Mr. Wilson, and asked them if I could 
get any one of them to go for me if I would pay 
them for it. Bellows said, ‘Yes, I ’ll take care of 
you ! ’ Bellows and Wildes then seized me by the 
collar, shook and jarred me with great fury 
through the entries, and dragged me down the 
stairs. I tried to speak to the people who stood 
by to take the paper I had in my hand to carry 


vent iny s])t*aking t«» tlu’in. I tiieui iitHl Mufiicr, 
He tlieii let me go, ami I toll! fhnu th.u I \v.ui{< <l 
to get sonu' ])ersuu t.ike flu- ji.ijiiT I li.ul in 
my hand uiul g<i almuf rtid;. ot an rtraiul, and 
I would pay them well toi- if, fur I h.ttl n't h.id 
anything (o drink sinee Ia-t( wt-rk, luir I < nuid n't 
get any. They put nu' inln thi- South Middh- 
room below find gave me a pail <»f wafrr. I told 
Wildes and (\ li, that I wanted (hey Nlamld let 
me have ray things, for I liad n't eati-n auvfhiiig 
since yestenhiy inorning. 'I’liey ttmli (he odiet 
three prisoners out of the rtMun aiul shut the 
blinds." 

Palmer was kept in solitary eonduement from 
September 22 to Det'etnber ,*’5. 

.fii, 

“In the aftenuK»n Halvin Wiil.uil, A-.hel Pel- 
lows, Wilde.s, and Lawyer (itHKlwiji, with four 
or five Ollier gentlemen, eame in. Willard ji.ud, 
'How do you do, PalmetT' f said, pretty toU-t ’ 
able well for me exet;pt I have got a i»,id ettid. 
One of the men, whieh I took (0 Ih’ Iv.t|re, Weed 
sakUome: ‘Why don't you go out. What d.) 
you .stay hen^ for.’’ Wiiy don't vou pav tip tiir 
demand and go out?* 1 saitl I have ut» wav 
topfiy it. CjfOfKlwiii Haid: 'A man from I’itt hhmg 
told me tcxlay that he has from ten to fifteen 


hundred dollars property.’ Willard said : ‘ I al- 
ways took him to be a man of property.’ One of 
the men said ; ‘ I think there ought to be some 
measures taken to secure the board if he stops 
here.’ I said : I board myself and have hard work 
to get it in here for the money. One said: 
' How much was your fine? ’ I said, Ten dollars, 
I believe it was.” 


Saturday, January i, 1831. 

“Since the first of December I have n’t bought 
me anything from Bellows, and they haven’t 
brought me anything but eight Bushels and one 
hod of coal, and they used two Bushels of that 
when they whitewashed the room, except what I 
took to make one fire. Thomas brought me my 
water. I was out of my room three and a half 
days to have it whitewashed, and I have now a 
half Bushel of coal which brings it to seven and a 
half Bushels I have burnt the past month while 
I was in the room.” 


April II, 1831. 

“Food for the day: — 

“Breakfast: 5 ounces of brown bread 
“Dinner: 5I ounces of brown bread 

3^ ounces of beef meat 
3^ ounces of potato 
3f ounces of soup.” 



“Ill' far ()U(~slay<‘ci his sfiUnir*' hrcatisi* he 
had U> i>ay for all his futxl, drink, aiul m.il for 
heating', and he eonsitieretl thev riieati-d fiitu, so 
he ndusi'd to go. 'Fhe sherllf ainl jailrr-., tired tjf 
having’ him then', begged him to Ir ivs\ 
his mother, Margaret Palmer, wmte to him ' Not 
to be so set.’ Put nothing etmld nutve liim. lie 
said they had imt liim in t!n*rcs atul they wmdd 
have to take him out, as he would not walk out. 
They finally carried him out in his chair and 
placed it on the sidewalk." 

Shortly after leaving the jail at Wor<“ester 
Palmer heard of the proposeil t’tmmmnity of 
FruiUands, and being much interested in all re- 
forms, he offered to run the farm witliout pay 
and went there til the very start. He t«K)k some 
fine old furniture with him fr«nn »\‘o 'I’own io 
help furnish the houses and wlietU’ViT anytldug 
was needed in the way of farm impimnents, etc., 
he would drive ov(*r to No 'Powm ami luing it 
back with him. When tlie (‘omniunity of hVuif- 
hmds failed, lu' bought tin* irlace and canirt! on 
a strange sort of (’omniunity of his itwn hir up- 
wards of twenty yeans. ICmerson visited him 
afterwards, and a motley eoUection t»f reh»riners. 
wayfarers, and a ho.st of tramps found a welcome 
by his fireside. 

Any one driving by the old North lamminster 


graveyard will sec a stone monument adorned 
wi ill the head of a man with a llowing beard. On 
it is written : — 

JOSEPH I>ALMER 

died 

Oclober 30, 1875 
Aged <84 yeans, 5 months 
Underneath the carve'd head is written : — 
Persecuted for 
Wearing the Beard 



V 

SUMMKU St^NSniNl'. 


It was now July and all tlu' days wvvv full nf 
healthful oc(nii)att()ii.s — - the Wf.itluT w.is iht- 
feet. The phil().soi)Ju'rs luul planti‘d three mul- 
berry trees nt'Xt the front door, and they had 
set out ai)ple tret's and pear tnu's bi'low the hou.se 
on the slope of the hill. They put the inullnTry 
trees so near the house that when they Krew, 
the roots almost: unsettle<l the fcnitidatuins, and 
the fruit: treCvS were i»Iaii(ed in just tlie wnm^t 
place to permit of luxuriant ^navtli; hut they 
never knew it, and at (lie time they pietured i?) 
themselves (lie fuIi-Krown trees witli luaiu hes 
overladen with the luseiouH ripening fruit. And 
now they all had gotttm tlu'ir linen suits desis.pu>d 
by Mr. Lane: loose trousers, tunie-ed eoatH 
and broad-brimmed linen hats like Sim them 
planters. The Alcott girls, Anna, Beth, Louisa, 
and threc-year-old baby May were in Ittum 
bloomers, and so were Mrs. Aleott (protesting!) 
and poor Miss Page, who was sinnmarily dis- 
missed from Fnullamls for having eaten f’eb. 

Many visitors canu* and went. Parker Pills- 
bury often came, his mhul full of the anti-slav- 
ery question. The Concord circle of fttmuls 




THE REFECTORY, ALSO USED AS A KITCHEN 




looicc'd III upon iiu‘m on and on, anti t. nanninjj; 
spoko afUTwartl.s of con vt‘r, sal ions lu'ltl in a snudl 
(lininjJi'-room next to the front door, and, UvS Mr. 
Sanborn says in his account of it, “d'lic library 
of ran* books from London stood proudly on its 
hundred fetd. of nt*\v shtdvt's in tlu‘ small front 
entry of the old house, prot'laiming the; atmos- 
plu're of 'Mind and Ltdters.’" 

ICmtu'son camt' and afterwards wrote in his 
"Journal” on July H, 1843: — 

‘"riu‘ sun and th(‘ evening: sky do not look 
calmt'r than Alcottand his family at Fruitlands. 
d'lu'y si'cmed to have arrivetl at the fact — to 
have got rid of the show, and so It) be serene, 
'riieir manners and behavifir in the house and the 
fu'Itl wert' those t)f superior nu'in— of men at rest. 
What liad they tt) ctintx^al? What had they to ex- 
hibit? And it setuned st) high an attainment that 
I tiumght — as t)ften before, st) now more, be- 
t'ause tht‘y hatl a fit ht)ine, or the picture was fitly 
framt'tl- " that tln'st' men t>ught It) be maintainetl 
in their place by tht‘ ctamtry for its culture. 

" Young men anti young maitlens, t)kl men and 
wonu'U, sht)ultl visit tht*m anti be inspiretl. I 
tliiiik there is as much merit in beautiful manners 
as in hart! work. I will not iirejutige them suc- 
cessful. 'fhey lot)k well in July; we. will see them 
in Decenibt'r. 1 kntiw they are better for them- 
selves than as partners. One can easily see that 
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saying that; things an* cUmi’, aiul tlu-y saiu*. < lot's 
not make them so. If they will in vt-ry tleetl be 
lovers, and not selhsli; if they will serve (lie town 
of Harvard, and makt* llieir neigiibors fet'l them 
as benefactors wherever they toucli them, 
they are as safe as tlu* sun.” 

Mr. Sanborn, reft'rring (o tlie remark, “W’e will 
see them in December,” says: "'rius passage tii- 
dicates that Emerson with his fatal gift of percep” 
tionhad long since seen the incongruity Itetween 
Alcott and Lane. At this tinu* all was still fair 
weather at the I'ruitlands Eth'n, altlmugh the 
burden of too much labor, of which Lane had 
written toTlioreau in June, had been falling more 
and more heavily on Mrs. Alcott an<l her (laugh- 
ters, Anna, then twelve, and Louisa, not tpiiti* 
eleven. As they did so much of tlu* <lomestie 
drudgery, Mrs. Alcott doubtless thought it no 
more than right that her ICnglish guests, both 
there and at (amcord, during the wven numths 
that Lane and his son wen* in tlieir household, 
should pay their share of the family exjH'nneH.” 

The house at times was very overcrowded and 
the children had their IhhIs up in the garret . But 
Anna begged hard for u tiny room adjoining Mrs. 
Alcott’s, and great was the joy she tcKik in it. 
Of course it all was very primitive. Tlu* men 


III tuv: ill ulc luiiiy imn i tuiii tnu 

sliower-biiths that Anna speaks of in her chary 
wc‘re acx:c)mi)lishe(l thus rough clothes-horses 
c'ovc'recl with shc'cts wore put in a circle and the 
bathers vStood hiddcni within, while Mr, Alc'iott, 
mounted on some wooden steps, poured water 
from a pitchu'r through a sieve on their head. 
(This was told the author by an old lady who 
wlum very young wcait to visit tht‘ cdiildren.) 

Hired laborers and beasts of burden were 
against the princ'iiiles of tlu‘ C’ommiinity, but in 
order to make lu^adway against the advancing 
season they seemed to be a necessity. This con- 
cession, however, troubled the philosophers, and 
it was decided to carry out the original plan and 
rely wluilly on the spade instead of the plough, 
even at a cost of valuable time. The results 
were rather disastroius: ('harles Lane’s hands be- 
came sore and painful, aud lamc^ backs seriously 
intcTfcTC'd with progress. Sobered by this new 
expi^ricuKX', tlu^ philosoi)h('rB mert in conclave, 
and as a n'sult Josei)h Palmer, who always came 
to th(^ resc'ue in trying situations, went to No 
Town and brought back Ins i>lough and yoke 
of oxc'ii, aslu‘ called it™ it rc'ally was an ox and 
a c'ow wliicdi he had (rained tcj work togc^l.her. 
Pesidi'S tlu' outdoor work much writing was done 
indoors, ('harles Lane and Bower wrote i)roliri- 
cally to dilTc;rent papers. The Ilemld of Freedom^ 



the VcYinont 'PclcL'/dph and tlu* Ara' ] utk I'rihtttu' 
of that suimiier are full i»l theii \vi 

Mr. Alcolt’s Diary funiishes dear evitleiuH* 
of his purpose's aiul tu)pi's: 

“I would abslaiu fn mi tlu-lruits of nppre;.;.iun 
and blood, and am seekiiij^ nie.tns i>! endie inde- 
pendence. 'riiis, were I m»( holdi'U by pemii y im - 
justly, would be possible. ( )ne uiiiade we have 
wrought nevertheless, and sliall ^.oon vv<»t k all tif 
them: Our wiiu' is water, tlesh, brea<i druKs, 
fruits; ami we defy meekly the satvrs all, and 
jilisculapians. 'riieSoid's bamiuet is an ai l divim*. 

. . . This Beast nameil Man har. yet mte.i t osily 
tastes, and nuns 1 lirsi !«• trauslormed int<ja very 
Man, regenerate in appi'tile anddi’siie, beUire 
the earth shall be restored to huitluhu's;., ami a- • 
deemed from the cur.se ol his eupitliry, Then 
shall the lolls of the farm l«'('ome elotpumt and 
invigorating leisures; Man sliall grow his oii hauls 
and idant his gardens an husbanthuan ttuly, 
sowing and reaping in Inrpe, ami a partaker in his 
hope. Labor will Ik* atlraetive; life will iu»l In* 
worn in anxious and indurating toils; it will In* a 
scene of mixed leisure, recre.uion, labor, culture. 
The soil, grateful then for taan's generous usage, 
debauched no more by foul <m!ureH, nor worn bv 
cupidities, shall recover its primeval virginity, 
bearing on its bosom theHtamUng bounties which 



a sober and liberal Providence ministers to his 
heed — sweet and invigorating growths, for the 
health and comfort of the grower.” 

Mr. Sanborn, commenting on this, remarks : — 

“It was in the spirit of the passages just quoted 
from Alcott’s diary . . . and not from the or- 
dinary Fourieristic notions about attractions and 
destinies and cooperative housekeeping that Al- 
cott undertook his experiment at ‘Fruitlands.’” 

Alcott’s theory of human life was thus set 
down in his Diary : — 

“I have been (as is ever the habit of my mind) 
striving to apprehend the real in the seeming, to 
strip ideas of their adventitious phrases, and 
behold them in their order and powers. I have 
sought to penetrate the showy terrestrial to find 
the heavenly things ; I have tried to translate into 
ideas the language and images of spirit, and thus 
to read God in his works. The outward I have 
seen as the visible type of the inward. Ever 
doth this same nature double its divine form, 
and stand forth — now before the inner, now 
before the outer sense of man — at once sub- 
stance and form, image and idea, so that God 
shall never slip wholly from consciousness of 
the Soul. Faith apprehends his agency, even in 
the meanest and most seemingly trivial act, 
whenever organ or matter undergo change of 



function or of form, Spirit i»rlni;a}l in all. 
Amidst all luniitlls and tUsctunfif un-s. all m rot's 
and ('vils, ]''ailh <liscorns tin* suhtlt- Itoud dial 
marries opjinsitc natures, elinj.iinK to that whit !i 
holds all in harmonious imimi. It unitfs oppo- 
sites; it demolisiies opposinj,* (orees. It lut'lis all 
solid and obstinate matters. It makes iluld flu* 
material uiuvt*rse. It hopes even in de*.p.iif, hi*' 
Heves in the midst of doubts, a{)preheuds stabil- 
ity and order even in eonfusion aiul anareliy, 
and, while all without is perturbetl .uni w.e.tiny, 
it pOvSsesses itself in tjuit'tiide and ri'pose within. 
It aliides in the im.swervinKi is mighty in the 
omnipotent, and emluring in the etern.d. 'bhe 
soul quickened by Its ageney, though borne on, 
the waves of the miiluble and besi’t by the 
winds of error uiid the storms of ev il, sh.ill rhle 
securely under this directing haw! tt» the re.d aiul 
the true. In the midst of change, it siudl rem.iin 
unchanged. For to such a faith is the divine 
order of God made known. All visi!>lt‘ things are 
but manifestations of (hi.s order. Nature, with 
all its change, Is but the activity of this power. 
It flows around and olu’ys tlie invisible self» 
anchored spirit. Mutability to su« h a vision, is 
as the eddy that spirit maketh around its own 
self-circling agency, reve;Uing alike in the snuiti« 
cst ripple and tlu* mightie.sL hurge.s the power that 
stirreth at the centre.'* 



VI 

FATHER iikckkr’s di-:sc;ription of fruitlands 

I Isaac; Thomas IIf.ckkr w<\s born in New York 
ill 1819. 'Fwo years after his exiicricnce at Brook 
I 'anil and I'ruitlands lie catered the Roman 
C'atholic ehurcli, and in 1849 he was ordained a 
priest:. Later lu' founded the Paiilist Fathers. He 
died in 1888. I'he following extracts are taken 
from a contemporary ri'cord of his impressions 
while' in tlu^ socialistic community.] 

“ Friiithands,” so called because fruit was to be 
the prindptil staple of daily food, and to be culti- 
vated on the farm, was a siiot well chosen; it was 
retired, breathing ciiiiet and tranciuillil.y. No 
iK'ighboring dwelling obstructed the view of Na- 
tur(', and it: lay some' dlstani'o even from a by- 
jiath road, in ii delightful solitude. Thc^ house', 
sonu'what dilajiidated, was on the .slope of a 
slowly ascending hill; slrc'tched before it was a 
small valU'y vindi'r cultivation, with fields of corn, 
potatoes, and nu'adow. In the distance loomed 
upon high “('lu'shin'’s haughty hill,” Monadnoc. 
SiH'h was the spot cho.si'ii by men in.spin'd to live 
a holier life, to bring luk'ii once more upon earth. 
I'hese men were impressed with the religiousness 



fimclunioniuxlc of form, Spii it hfijupill in ail. 
Amidst nil (uiinilts and {|iN<-(intlnH!r .. al! <-t r(irs 
and <‘vils, di.'.fcrns llm rmbtlr bond jh.il 

marries opposilt* nadirfs, <-lint'ui:.‘. to that \vhi( h 
holds all in harnunbnms union. It uniter, oppo- 
sites; it demoHslies opposing, loix-os. It melt . all 
solid JUid obstinate tuallm^n It iual;oN iluid the 
material uiiivi'rse. It hopes even in de'.paii . be* • 
lie.ves in the midst of doubts, apprehends f. (abil- 
ity and order even in eonfnsion anil anan hy, 
and, while all witlioul is perturbi-d and wastine,, 
it possesses itst'lf in <[uielude and reim.c within. 
It til tides in tlu* unswerving., is miyhlv in the 
oinnipotent, and enduriiiK 5a ihe eternal. 'The 
soul (piiekened by its aKimey, (houeji borne on 
the waves of (he mu(al>!e and be-.et !»v (he 
winds of error and the .storm-, of -.hall tide 
sceurely under (his direct inp. haml to the real and 
the true. In the midst tif ehanpe, it shall ic-tuain 
michanped. I 'or to such a faith is the divine 
order of (h)d nuide known. All visihh- thinp-, are 
!)ut manifeslatious of this onler. Nature, with 
all its chanpt', is but (he aetivity of tlii-. power. 
It flows aroniid and obeys (he invi-.ible ?.e!N 
anchored s])irit. MtJtaliilily to .-an h a vi-dnn, Is 
as the. eddy that spirit luaketh arottnd it-, owai 
self-eirelinp apeney, revealing alike in the small- 
c.st ripple and the miphtiesl surpe.s the pt>Wer that 
stirrulh at the centre." 



l-’ATniOR IIKCKIiR’s DICSCRIPTION OF FRUITLANDS 


[Isaac Thomas ITicckkr was bom in New York 
ill 1819. Two years afler liis experieiiee al Brook 
I'arm and I'niil lands he entered the Uonian 
C'at liolu'; elinreh, and in 1849 he was ordained a 
pric'st. LaU'i- he fomidc'd the Baulist Fathers. He 
dic'd in 1888. The followinjj; extracts are taken 
from a contemporary record of his impressions 
while in the socialistic community.] 

“ Friiitlands,” so called because fruit was to bo 
the: prind])al staple of daily food, and to be culti- 
vated on the farm, was a spot well chosen; it was 
retired, breathing (iiiiet and tramiuillity. No 
nt‘ighl)oring dwc^lling obstriud.ed tlu^ view of Na- 
ilin', and it lay some' distances even from a by- 
path road, ill a di'lightful solitude. Thi' house, 
somewhat dilapidati'd, was on tlu' sIojk^ of a 
slowly asci'iiding hill; s(ret('h('d bi'fon' it was a 
small valley luuh'r cultivation, with iields of corn, 
liotatoes, and meadow, hi tlu' distance* loonu'd 
n[)on high " ('hesliir(*'s haughty liill,” Monadnoc. 
Such was the spot chosen by men itisiilred to live 
a holier life, to bring Fden once more upon earth, 
'riiese men were iiujiressetl with the religiousness 



of tlu'ir (‘n(i‘r[)risc. \\ hm thr hi:.f ln.ul of liay 
WHS (lri\'fn the .iml ihr lu .t loik was 

aboul (o bo j)lim.uotl into it , < int - ot t lu- laiiiiK took 
off Iiis hilt iunl saiil, "I take ott mv hat, aot that 
I n'vcn'iu't* (ho liani tiioro thati othor piaot-., but 
In^Oiiusi' this is tho iinU ftuit <ii oui labor.” 'riu’ii 
ii fow inonionts won- o.ivon to siloiioo, that holy 
thouR'lit. mighl bt* iiwakonod. 

julv 7. biiitik Isirm. 

I go to Mr. Aloolt’s noxt 'ruo.-.(la\‘, il nolhiuj^ 
hap]H‘ns. I hiivo !i;ul tliroo pairs (tf oi»aiso pants 
and a coiit m;ido for mo. It is my intoution to 
conmionoo work ;is soon as I v-.c’t thoro, I will 
gnuhnilly simj)lify my tlross without makino, any 
suddi'u (lilToronoo, iilthouidt it wouhl bt' o.isioj' to 
make il nidioiil iind (horougit ohanyo at oin t> than 
plecu by pioi'o. But (his will bo a losson in jialiont 
porscveranco to mo. All our dillioultios should bt‘ 
lookod at in suoli ;i liyht as to improvo iuul olo- 
vale our minds. 

I ciin hardly provtml mysolf from sayiny flow 
much I slmll miss tho company ttf tho.su I lovi* 
and associiito with hero. Hut I must yo. I .mi 
calk'd with a stronyor voice, 'rhiu is .i dilforout 
f.riiil from ;my I Inivo over luitl. I ha\o novt'r had 
that of loaviny kindred, but now I haw (hat of 
loiiviny iho.so whom I luvo from allmil y. If I 
wished to live a life tlio mo.st yratifyiny to mo, 





;ukI in ni^rt't'ul )lo comi^any, I certainly would re- 
niain lirrc*. Here art^ relinin^t’' ainiisenientvS, ciilti- 
val.i'd pc'rsoius — and one whom I have not 
spoken of, oiu; wlio is too much to me to speak of, 
one who woidd leave all for me. Alas! him I 
must leave to go. 

'' [In this fmal sen tenet', its il. now stands in the 
diary and as we have transcribed i(:, occurs one of 
those' t'fforLs of which we have .spokt'n to obliter- 
ate tlu' traces of this early attachmt'iit. 'Him' 
was originally written ‘her,’ but tlie r has been 
U'ligllu'netl to an ?», and the c- dotted, both with 
cart' whit'll overshot their nuirk, by an almost im- 
|)('rt'i'pt.iblt^ hair’s brt'atUh. If the nature of this 
attachment werti imt st) t'videiit frtim other 
sources, we should have left such passages un- 
quoted; fearing lest they might bt* misundt;rstootl. 
As it is, the light they cast sijems to us to throw 
up into fuller proiiortions the kind anti extent of 
tlu' venimt'iations to which Isaat: Heckt'r was 
calk'd befort' lit' had arrivetl at any t'k'arvit'W of 
tlu' end to which (hey leiuled.J”^ 

Fruit laiul.H, July 12. 

Last t'vening i arrived here. Aflt'r (ea 1 went 
out in the ht'lds aiul raked hay for an hour in 
company with tin* iiersons hert'. Wt' returned 
* Wallfi' Flliott’.s LiJ( of fiilltcr Ilcckcr. 



and had a coiivorsation on clotfiiii;.'.. Sonu' v<‘ry 
fine tliniL’s wen* said by Mr. Ain )i t and Mr. l.aiK', 
Inmoslof llu'ir tliou^hts I coincidr; (licy an- the 
sanio which of late hav(‘ nuieh orenpird my 
mind. Alcolt said tlial “to ham“r;.on tlu* world 
wtis :i Icct.nre room, to Hrownson a rostrum.” 

This mornin,u after breakfast a eon\‘ersaf ion 
WJis held on h'rimulship ami its laws and <-ondi" 
tions. Mr. Aleott places Innoci-nct' llna : Lamed, 
Thoughtfulness; I, Sc'riousness; Lane, h'idelity. 

•bily 

This morning <'ifter breakfast then* was lield a 
convtirsation on the Highest Aim. Mr. Aleott 
said it was Intt'grity; I, Ilarmouii- being; I.atit*, 
Progressive being; Lamed, Annihil.ition of s<-lf; 
Bower, Repulsion <if tlu* <‘vii in us. 'Thtm there’ 
was a confession of (he ob.stacle.s whi<T pi'event 
us from attaining tlu’ higlu’st aim. Mine was the 
doubt whether the light is light ; lUJt want of will 
to follow, or light to see, 

Julv 17. 

I cannot understand what it is (hat leads me, 
or whtit I am tifter. Being i.s ineoniin'elien.sible. 
What shall I be led to? Is there a being whom I 
may marry and wlio would be (he measts of open - 
'ingmyeyes? Sometimes I think st), but it ap- 
pears impossible. Why shonid others tell me that 
it is vSo, and will be so, in an imcouMmfUs way, as 
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done l^efore him? Will I be led home? It strikes 
me these people here, Alcott and Lane, will be a 
great deal to me. I do not know but they may be 
what I am looking for, or the answer to that in 
me which is Jisking. 

Ckin I say il;? I l)elieve it should be said. Here 
I cannot end. They are too near me; they do not 
awakc'ii in me that sense of their high superiority 
whi('h would keep me here lo be l.)ettered, to be 
ek'.vated. They have much, very much. I de- 
sirt' Mr. AIcoll’s strength of self-denial, and the 
imsellishness of Mr. Lane in money matters. In 
both these tluy are far my superior. I would be 
nie{‘k, humble, and sit at their feet that I might 
bt‘ as th(>y an*. 'They do not understand me, but 
if I am what my consciousness, my heart, lead 
me to feel, — if I am not deceived, — why, then 
I can wait. Yes, patiently wait. Is not this the 
first time sinct' I have been here that I have re- 
covtn-ed mysi'lf? Do I not feel that I have some- 
thing lo rei'c'ive h('re, to add to, to increase my 
highest life, which I have never felt anywhere 
('Isc'? 

Is this sunicient to keej) me here? If I can 
proiihesy, I must say no. I fc'el that it will not 
fill my c'apacity. Oh Ood! strengthen my resolu- 
tion. Let nu; not waver, and continue my life. 
But I am sinful. Oh forgive my sins! what shall I 
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do, O I.ord! Uiut tlu'V may he hit it led out r' Lord 
could I only hint (hem oiK from my memory, 
nothing would l)t' loo griMl or too luueh. 

July iS. 

I have thought <if my famiK' this .dteriiooii, 
and the ha])i)iness and love with wliieh 1 miejii 
return (o (hem. 'Po leave them, (o ejvf iqi (he 
idea of living with them again. i'ati I enier- 
lain that idc'ii? Still, I eamuit eoiieeive how I can 
engage in hii.siness, shan* (he juact !<•<•;■., and iji- 
diilgc' myself with the footl ami garment ure of 
our honu^ and city. 'Po return home, were it pos- 
aihle for me, would most prohahK'^ nti( onl\* fUop 
iny prog re.s.s, 1ml put me hm^k. It i.a useless for 
me to siK'eulate ujnm my future. Put «lependeuee 
on the spirit which leads me, he laithfiil to it, 
work and letivi* results lo (iod. If the qm’siion 
should he asked ini', whether I would give up my 
kindred and husiness and follow out (his ;.pitit 
life, or re (urn and enjoy (hem hoth, I could not 
hesitate, a moment, for thev would not compare 
there woiikl he no room for clmiee. What 1 do 1 
must do, for it is not I that tloii; ii is (lie spirit . 
What; dnit spirit may lie is a ([uesfiou I cannot 
answer. Wliat it leads me to do will he the ottlv 
eviileniH^ of its character. 1 feel as impersonal a*; 
a sLrjuiger to it. I ask who are ymi.'' Where aie 
you going to ttike 010 ? Why me.'' W'hy suit .some 


one else? Alas! I cry, who am I and what docs 
this mean? And I am lost in wonder. 

Saturday, July 21. 

Yesterday, after supper, a conversation took 
place betwec'ii Mr. Alcott;, Mr. Lane, and my- 
sc'lf; the subject was my position with rej’ard to 
my family, my duty, and my position here. Mr. 
Alc’ott asked for my first impressions as regards 
the hindt'rantx's that T have noted since coming 
her(‘. I told him c'andidly they were: 

Kirsl., his want of fi'ankness; 2d, his disposition 
to seiiaratc'iK'ss ralluu* than win co-operation 
with tlu' aims in his own mind ; ^d, his family who 
prevent his immediate plans of redormation; 4th, 
the fact that his pla<‘e has very little fruit on it, 
wht‘n it, was and is their desire that fruit vshould 
be th(^ principal part of tlunr diet; 5th, my h'ar 
that they have too decidc'd tc'iuk'iuy toward lit- 
eral.urc' and writing for the prosperity and .success 
of their c'Uterprl.se. 

[I’rom this on, the diary is full of (pie-stionings 
and unrest. Should he return to his family and 
liv(* as an ordinary man, or should he listen to 
the urge* of the sjilrit within and set'k furtlu'r for 
tlu' light? 'riu's<‘ and other (piestions pursiu'd 
him nigh t and day. I'Inally he came to a conclu- 


sion. 



Jiiiy -‘J. 

I will go lionu', Ih' (nu* to liu- spirit witli tlu* 
help of (iod, and wait f(»r further light aiul 
vSLrength. ... I feel that. I e.uiuot li\e at this 
place iis I would, 'rids i.s not the place for iny 
sold. . . . My life is not theirs. 'They have iieiui 
the uKsuis of giving' me much light on my: t>lf, hut 
I feel I would live and ju'ogres.s mort' in a dltferent. 
atmosphere. 

[It is interesting to note that after his return 
home he contiuue<i the diet wluc-h was used at 
Fniitlands. The account <jf his life states: *'{ )ae 
of the first noteworthy things reveah'tl hy the 
diary, which from this time on was kept with less 
regularity than before, is that Isaac not only 
maintained his abstemious habitsafler his return, 
but mcrca.sed (heir vigor.”) 

Atir.ust .gi. I ' 

If the jiast nine mouths or more are any evi- 
dence, I find that I ('an live on very simple tliet 
grains, fruit, and nuts. I have just eommem-cd io 
eat the latter; I drink pnn* water. .So far I li.ive 
had wiu'at ground and madt* intti unleavt'Ued 
bread, Init as soon as we get in a new lot, I .shall 
try it ill the grain. 

ITedeer had evidently at this time a practical 
conviction of the truth of a princiiile wliich, in 



after years, he repealed in the form of a maxim 
of the Transcendenlalisls : “A gross feeder will 
lUivc'i- 1)0 a central thinker.” It is a truth of the 
spiritual no less than of the intellectual order. A 
little later we come upon the following profession 
of a vegetarian faith: — 

“Reasons for not eating animal food. 

“ It does not feed the s])irit. 

“ft stimulates the propensities. 

“It is taking animal life when the other king- 
doms offer sulhcic'nt and better increment. 
Slaughter strengtlums the lower instincts. It is 
the chief caust^ of the slavery of the kitchen. 

“It gmierates in the body the diseases animals 
ari‘ subject to, and encourages in man their 
bestiality. 

“Its odor is offensive and its appearance un- 
a'sthetic.” 

Mr. AU'.ott's death in 1888 was the occasion of 
n'miniscc'iicc'H from I'at.her Hecker, from which a 
few (.‘Xtracts are taken: — 

“Wlu'u did I first know him? Hard to re- 
member. lie was the lu'ad of Fruitlands, as 
Ripley was of brook I'arm. They were entirely 
different num. Diogeties and his tub would have 
bc't'n Alcott’s ideal if he had carried it oxit. Rip- 
ley’s ideal woxdd have betm ICpictx'tus. Ripley 
would have taken with him the good things of 



this life. Alcott would havi‘ n'jt'otcd 
all.” 

“How did lu‘ rt'criw you at I'niitlatuis? " 

“Very kindly, but. fntiu mixod and solfish 
Uiotivi'vS. I HUspL'ct. lu- wanlnd mr Ix-oansr ho 
thought I would bring nioncy to tlu* t'omuiunity. 
Lant! was I'lil.in'ly unsfllish.” 

“AU'oit was a man ol' great iutclh'et ual gifts or 
acfiuirements. His knowledge came ehietly i'rotu 
experience' tuid instinel. He had an insimiating 
and pi'rsuasive' way with him.” 

”What if h(' had been a ('atholic, and thor- 
oughly san<‘l hied ? ” 

“He eoukl have* been nothing but a hermit like* 
those of the fourth ee*ntury he was naturally 
and eonstitutionally se) odel. Hmerson, Aleott, 
and Thorcau were* liir<*e eonseerated erajdvs,” 

Here tUso are* two in(('rt•^.ling pa'.sage*; from the 
"Life of IniUu'r He('ke*r," and a li-w memoranda 
of privtile eon versat ions: 

‘‘Se)nu;l)ody oiu'e eleseribed ' I'niitlamls' as a 
I)laee wlu^re* Mr. AIe'e)tt leiokesl benign and talke*e! 
philosophy, while* Mrs, Ah'ott and the e-hildrt'n 
did the we)rk. Still to l«)ok betugn is a gootl eh<al 
for a man to do persiste'Htly iti an adverse* wen-Id, 
mdilTere'nt for the most part to the e-harms of 
'divine philosophy,’ and Mr. Ale-ott piTsevered 
in that exercise until his kitesst day.” 



He was unquestionably one of those who like 
to sit upon a platform,” wrote at the time of his 
death, one who knew Alcott well, “and he may 
have liked to feel that his venerable aspect had 
the effect of a benediction.” “ But with this mild 
criticism, censure of him is well-nig-h exhausted.” 

“Fruitlands was very different from Brook 
Farm — far more ascetic.” 

“You did n’t like it?” 

“Yes; but they did not begin to satisfy me. I 
said to them: If you had the Eternal here, all 
right, I would be with you.” 

“Had they no notion of hereafter?” 

“No, nothing definite. Their idea was human 
perfection. They set out to demonstrate what 
man can do in the way of the supremacy of the 
spiritual over the animal; All right, I said, I agree 
with you fully. I admire your asceticism; it is 
nothing new to me; I have practiced it a long 
time myself. If you can get the Everlasting out 
of my mind, I ’m yours. But I know that I am go- 
ing to live forever.” 

“What did Mr. Alcott say when you left?” 

“He went to Lane and said, ‘Well, Hecker has 
flunked out. He had n’t the courage to persevere. 
He ’s a coward.’ But Lane said, ‘ No ; you ’re mis- 
taken. Hecker is right. He wanted more than 
we had to give him.’” 



VII 

ANNA ALCOTT’s DIARY AT FRDITLANDS 

Tins morning I ros(' pretty e;irly. Aflt'r hreuk- 
fast I read and wrote stories. In the aftertiomi I 
wrote some letters, And the following ode to 
Louisa: ~ 

dear 

With love siut'cre 
Accept thia little Kill front me. 

It i.s with pleasure 
I .send this treasure 
And with it .send juueh lovi* to thn*. 

.Sl.sfer dt'iir 
Never fear. 

Go<l will help you if you try. 

Do not despair, 

But alw.p'ff care 
To be Kooil and love to try. 

June (), 1H43, 

Having been busy lumping arrange tilings for 
moving last Thur.schiy, we left ('oneordia later 
for Harvard. I walked jiart of the w:iy, the dis~ 
tance being 14 miles from C’oneord tjj Harvard. 
I felt sad at the thought of leaving (’oneord and 
all my little friends, tluHiirtlt-plaeeof Abba when* 
I had spent many hapjiy hours; Imt Father and 
Mother and my dear sisters were going with me, 
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and tliat would make me happy anywhere, I 
think. We arrived at our new home late in the 
afternoon. Our first load of furniture had come 
l)C‘fore us. We found Christy, Wood Abraham, 
and William all here. Mother was well pleased 
with the house, d^heu'e is no beauty in the house 
itHe:lf, but 1,0 look out on three sides, you can see 
nujimtains, hills, woods, and in some i)laces the 
Still River may lx; seen through the trees. At 
some distaiK'cr ar(‘ the Shaker Villages. On the 
whole, 1 like' tlie house very well. After eatinj^ 
our suppe'r wc. (l.\ed our beds and went early to 
bed. Having no time to put up the bedsteads, 
we sU'pl. on the Hour which made my back lame. 
hViday and Sa(:urday in working and arranging 
tlui house in order. To-day in the morning I 
cleared the table and washed the dishes, being 
washing day. I washed with Mother and got 
dinner. In tlui af ternoon I st'wed anti read. I tlid 
not do much this tsvening, for I went to bed when 
I had linisluxl the dishes. The: men have l)een 
planting to-day corn, and cutting wood anti fix- 
ing roimtl ab()Ut the house out of doors, 

Weelnewlay, ii. 

I bt'gan my s(^ho()l to-day, Wc. comnu'tuu'd by 
singing, “When the day with rosy light.” It 
st'cmed so pU'asant to sing with my sisters. After 
singing I wrote my journal and the girls wrote in 



llu'ir l)()<)ks. 'flu'V t lu-u slutlit-tl .u it Imu-t ir U-;son. 
I tlu'n (Ik'IU a rccfs;;, alter wliirh s.ju'li, 
n'udaiul Louisa reeile*! Al eleven the 

S(;]io(>I was dismissed. In the atlerntum ] .sewed 
for my <loIly and took rare ol Abba, then all went 
to walk in the woods. It was {[uiet atid beaulil'ul 
there and I h'll a eahnne.ss in m\a.eli'. 'The r,un 
was sliiuiuK and the birds were .sinejne, in the 
branehes of tiu' hiyli Iri'es. It was ^,() be.inlilul 
it seemed as if (hid was ne.ir me. I made .some 
oak leaf wreaths, one for father and one for 
mother, and stuck ilowers in them. 'Tlnw lookeii 
very pndly indeed. 'Fhen we returuetl from our 
walk and prei)ared for supjier. In tlie eveniuK I 
sjiiig’ with Christy, W’illiam, mother, and ^.^^t^•rs. 

‘riuii iil.iv, H, 

To-d;iy 1 <‘hil<lren J(';.-.ons this mom. 

inp;. In the afttuaioon I wntte. (■httsiy is yoiiig 
to teaeh me arithmetie and < tuupoi.ition, .md the 
subject upon which I am to write ir. our jdan of 
life. 'The part I wrote on to-tlay was Jieslreatiu}.;. 
I will write it in here. 

co.Mi’osniox 

Life was ftiven to the animals not to In* de- 
stroyed hy men, hut to make fliem h.ippy, and 
that tlu'y mi^lit enjoy life. lint mt-n air not 
satisfted with slaying the inntieent ( reatures, !mt 






they eat them and so make their bodies of ilesli 
meat. C) how many happy lives have been de- 
slToytid and how many loving families have been 
separated to please an unclean aiipetitc of men! 
Why were the fruits, berries and vegetables given 
ns if it was intended that we should cat flesh? I 
am sure it was not. We enjoy the beautiful 
sights and thoughts God has given us in peace. 
Why not let them do the same? We have souls 
to feefl and t.liink with, and as they have not the 
same jiowt'r of thinking, tlu^y should lie allowed 
to live in jK'ace and not made to laliour so hard 
and bt^ beat cm so much. Then to eat them! eat 
what: has had life and feeling to make the body 
of tiu' iniKX'ent animals! If treated kindly, they 
would be kind and tame and love men, l)Ut as t hey 
now ar(^ abused and cruelly tn^ated tlu‘y do not 
feel the feeling of “love” towards men. Besides 
llc'sh is not clean food, and wlitm there is beauti- 
ful juicy fruits who can be a flesh-eater? 

In the evening I .sang again as I did last night. 

Friday, y. 

Aflx'r bn*akfast, it being my day for dishes, I 
eh»ared up the table. Atehwen I had my eompo- 
sitiou l(‘Sson. lu tlu‘ afternoon T st‘wed, read and 
phiyi'd. 1 st'Wt'd in the evening and went to liiid 
early. 



S.itiini.iy, Ki. 

This morniii};' fatlu'r and Mr. I.aiu* went to 
visit: the vShakers In Harvard town. I did tlu‘ 
chamber work and tlum worked and made sonu' 
bread for tlinner, and ]>re|)ared ihiniis n-ady for 
it. In the; af(('nioon I laid down, It beiny, \ery 
warm onl;, and ri'ad in “ I )(>vereiix" which pleased 
me very well. 1 1 rained hard and st eadily htr s( uue 
time. Father and Mr. Lane retunieil lati' in the 
afternoon, 'riiey ]>ron!;ht honu‘s\vei‘t things they 
had purchased of theSludcers. We jilayed out on 
the ^^rounds a little while and tlu*n I ri'ad and 
went to bed etirly. 

.SiiH(l;iV, ir. 

1 read until lo o’clock whi’ii wt* had reading;. 
In the afternoon I retid, wrote ami had my lessons 
with Christy. In the eveniuR I received a note 
from mother act'ompanied by a roll eontaininij: 
some wafers and some note paper. It was as fol- 
lows : — 


Dear Anna: 

I send you a little note ])ai)er and a few wafer.s. 
You have so much to do lattdy that I cannot <*K“ 
pect you to write often lo me, but yon must not 
forget that this is a lit tU* duty of yonrs that givi'S 
m(^ a gri'at tleal of happiness, 'riiis last w«»rd re- 
minds me of one of father’s beautiful .select ions 
to-day. 



“ IlappinesH is like the bird 
TIiul broods above its nest 
And feels beneatit its folded wings 
Life’s dearest and its best,” 

I ;im sure I fet'l as if I could fold my anus 
around you all, and say from my heart, “Heir' is 
my world within my embrace." I.et us try, dear 
Anna, to make it a ji;ood and beautiful world, — 
that when we are called to leave it we may be fit 
to join the good and beauliful of another sphere. 

All things proelaiin 
III the valh'y and jilain 
'I’hat (hid is near. 

Hills, vales and brooks, 

Sweet words and looks, 

Cast out all fear. 

Be the dove of our ark, 

Dear Anna rem.xrk 
You're my eldest and beat, 

Now you know all the rest, 

So farewell d(‘ar, 

(lod is near. 

No (‘vil fear. 

Be hapi>y here. 

Motiikr. 

T !f)V(‘ to r(‘('eiv(‘ ledt'r.s from mother. She al- 
ways writt's mo such dtuir kind notes. 

Monday, X2. 

This morning molher bakt'd. T nrid. Mrs. 
I.ovt'joy and Mrs. Willard came luTt' to S(>(^ 
mother. In the afternoon I read and wrote, and 



took ;i walk with tin* I'jrls into tlu* woods. In the 
cv'cning J .shown' hath, and 

ihon wriit to hod. 

TurMl.iv, 13. 

Mrs. Willard ('anic hon* and lu-lpcd mother 
wash to-day. I helped lu’r some. In the mofniiu.i 
1 took eare of '\hha and wrote some. In iheal’ler- 
noon I played, studietl, ami worked, Wlieii Mrs. 
Willard \V(‘n( home l.ouis.i .md I walked with Iut 
to learn tlu* w'ay to tlie house wiiere she liv<‘S, (or 
tis slu‘ took some sewinj.*, to do (or mother, \ve 
wtuiled to know the way there. W'e s.iw some* 
yoiinj;' women hrai<ling straw' hats. ( )ne ol them 
did it. vi'ry fast indeed. I think I .should like to 
know how to make hats. 'Tlu'ir mother asked us 
to c'onu‘ and sei* them (her mum* is Willard) and 
mother stiid we niijtlU ro. We nnle honu' with 
Mr. Wyman. When we j^ot here we found two 
young ladies and a girl who tame to .see ns, 
Thc’y soon went home. I al<* my sujiperand .soon 
afUa- it went to my hed. 

Wciltioiil.iv, i.p 

I irone<l to-day with mother, and read .sonns 
I have not very nnieh to say ami so I will write a 
French fable. [Here a fable is written tnd in very 
good h’reneh.l 

‘rhdtwi.iv, 55. 

This morning I felt <nnte unwell, so I I, del 
down and stiw Louisa keej) school for Lixiw and 



A.I>ba. I ix'iul in “'raU'sof a Travc'lk'r” niosl all 
llu! niorning. In I In'! aflc'rnoon I liada ('oniposi- 
lion lesson, and (.lic'ii saw I'alher an<l Abraham 
winnow some ('orn and some' l>arl(‘y, T llu'ii rotle 
to the mill with him and took Abba with us. I 
(U'ver saw a mill working bidori^ (hat. I ret'olh'et., 
I s('W('d when I came honu* and in tlu; evening 
talkc'd. 

Kridiiy, iG. 

UneU'C'hrisly wt'ut to Iloston this morning. As 
I was running to bid him good"by(‘ my foot 
Klii)i)e<l and I h'll down <in my iKiek. 1 L hurt me a 
good (h'al and I had a jiain in my side'. In tin; 
afternoon I wi'Ut to bed and rea<l. Wlien I got 
uj) I fainti'd. I went to my bed early. 

Saturday, 2.|. 

'Phis w;iH Li/zie’s birlluhiy. I arose* before' (ivt* 
oh'loek .and went, with motluT, William, and 
Loui.sa to the* woods wlu're w<' fixed a little ptui' 
tiX'(' in tlu' ground and hung up all (lu* iirc'se'uts 
DU it. I then ma.de a wreath for all of us of oak 
k'av'es. After breakf.ast we* all, e'xe'e'])! Abraham, 
mare’lu'd to the' wood. Mr, Lane* look his lidelle* 
with him and we* sang first, 'fiien fatlu-r reael ;i 
[KirabU*, anel tlu'U this oele* whie-h he* wrote* him- 
se’lf. I will write it on the'iU'Xt page*, h'atlu'r then 
askeel me* what llowe'r I shoulel give l.iz/.ie'em lu>r 
[>Irthelay. I said a rose, the* t'm])le*m of Love* and 


Purity. I'adicr also <'liost' a ruso. I.ouisa said a 
Lily-()f-tlu.‘-Valk‘y, or iniiocfiuT, Mtuhcr said 
slu' should give' iu'f a i''orgt't-uU'-iuJt , or r<-iiu'm- 
hraiu'c*. (’hristy said the trailing .Xrbutus, tlu' 
(,'ml)k'ni of ])ersev< 'ranee. Mr. l.aiU' gave her a 
piece: of moss, or humility. Ahh.i gave her aW'ala'- 
rohiu, I do not know what that me.uis. W'etlu'n 
sang. Lizzie* looke'd at her j>reseuts atid seemed 
nuu“h jde'ase'd. Me)ther ga\'e her a silk thre'ael 
balloem, f a fan, Louisa a pni-cushion, W'iliiam a 
book, Abba alittk*pit<-he'r. Mr. Latie wrote* some* 
lines (;f poetry wliich I will write in here: 


TO Kbr/.Am'Vni 


of all tlie* yt'.ir tlu* ‘iututtest tl.ty 
Agpoinlt'il far thy hiith 
Is cmliletn (jf the* Inijf'c-it utay 
With ilM etpait the* e.irth. 

Now (Irt'srH'el in lluwern 

Tlu* merry hours 

Fill ti{) the* (lay am! ukdtt . 

May your wlioh* life 
Kxempt from ntrlfe* 

Shine* forth a.s ealm ami liri^ht. 

h'Ktan.A.N'P'^. 

Here is father's: ""* 

BIUTUDAY ODE 
I 

n<*r(* in tlu* grove* 

With thoM' wt* htve, 

In the* fottl ftluuii' 

Ne'ur iiu'de* ami glaek* 



With dovoi- irnts ore laiti 
A haunt which ( hxl oursclvcH have mtule 

'I'he t ires among 
With leaves are ImuK. 

On sylvan plat, 

On forest mat, 

Near meadow sweet 
We tala' our seat, 

While all around 
Swells forth th<' sound 
Our happy hearts repeat. 

'I’ht' wood and di'll 
Our joy to li'll 
'I'he morning, and 
( )ur jHSU'e to sliare, 

Idows l>y his cool 
A balmy school, 

'I'lu' Sun his (ires 
Ilis kindled iris 
Not yet inspires 
In midncKm blasse 
Ilis HcorchiuK rays, 

Hut all is calm and freah and clear 
And all breathes iieace urmtml uh here. 


II 

Wake, wake harmonious nwell 
Along this deep w'fiuestered liell. 
Along the grass and brake, 

And where the I'attle slake 
'I'lieir thirst, when gli''*"* 

Adown the sloiting sides 
In eeaseU^iS flit 
'I'he wi/.ard rivulet, 

And let. the spring maze 
join witli violin note 
In hymning forth our praise 
h'rom forth melodiotia throat 
Our holy joy to tell. 


’’-i hrn* 

Anti Mitfhff 
Anti Hifitrt'H all, 

‘I tin rtlnn t anti tall. 

Anti Fafltin ' i {litnul t 
Whtnn liiitttu ItMitln 
Ti> ntjltlt'H! Inunan i-ntbt. 

With vfttau***' ‘'•*** 

From BftHtklff l.uiti, 

But altHt'iU »»ttw 
At yomliM' 

With jihininK. t h'avint; nhait^ 
UpturniuK t*» thf uji{«t air 
Tin* oliHtinalf H«»ih 
Thi* wolmr !«nt ol hartiy toil. 

IV 

Ilrrc, hero we a!! trjtaif 
( lur liO|«* ami l«v«‘ ti» sharr, 

To cohl irate 

In niHtie Mate 

MitlM this ref'iihtettt whttle 

The joyful atlvenl ttf at» ait^iel »oul 

That twiee fotjf yeaffi uKt* 

Our nmmlatie worhl tt* krtow 
Dm’entU*rl frtnn tin* «}i{H‘r Hkies 
A I'jrt'WHU't’ to otrr vetieiil ryen 
And now lH’ft»re Uft MuhiIh 
A nd ntsketh at our htmnteou?* haiul 
Home token of our /a-al. 

In her inoM holy weal 
Betore uw Ma«d« ai raveil 
In KarrneniMOf a maitl. 
l!muintt‘«l a»d smre her «out 
Ah when Hhe left the whole 
That dwth this marvellifiK neeiie 
And day By thiy dtult iireat h 
The gotpel meant for earli 


'I'liMl on llii.s Holid sphinn; 
l''or morlarH car. 


V 

Then {alee oiir lokcii;: all 

I'Vom f4rcal ami small 

And ('lose (hat nolilcsl (rcastirc I)ca(: 

'I'iiat in your hear! doth sleep. 

Mind what the spirit sailh 
And pli^’hl therein thy I’ailli, 

My V(‘ry dt'ar hUi/alu'lh, 

Nor let, (he enemy \vre:it 

'I'he heavenly harvest from (hat field, 

Nor (ares permit to sow', 

Nor hal(‘, nor woe 

III tlu' puri' soil ( iod's yraei* itself would sow", 

ihit lilooiu and open all the day 

And lit* a llower that none shall pluek away, 

A rose* of h'ruitl.inirH (juit'l dell, 

A child intent on tloiuK well 
Devout Hcehided from all sin 
I'raKranec without and fair within 
A plant matured in (lod's device 
An Atnaratuli in I’arailiMC. 

Monthly, 17 July, 

Thi.s inoniing, not ft'clinh; well, I did not join 
llu* sin^iny;' <'I;iss, but ki'])t my lied till after hroak- 
fast. We had tio less<Jiis t<J~day an<! I .sewed. 1 
helievi* 1 will write a story ealled 'llu* May 
Moniinj;’. 

A FAithp: 

'I'lir May 

Karly one niorniiiK in May a fallier eondtteted 
Ills son Theodore info the garden of a rich niati 



which tlu* Uf»v hatl tu-vt-i \vt - t i-n. 'I'hc j,:.irth*n 
was sifualctl af a eh t.mcc heua flu- e jf\', atul t( 
was aeloMU-il wifh all ‘.itii-. nt luul) . an<l plaiilr., 
heels of ileiwcjs aiul Iniif ifee-., - Iiaih allf\s and 
plcasaiU i’l'itvc:-.. ‘riumn.h thr iiiideitc dj' tlic 
ganU‘11 w.mth'tcd a pe-thu id •atcaai uhich tell 
fnnu a nn-k atul huitieel a lata-e penil at it-. Inett. 
In tlu* cool dell the- watet {tutted a tuill. In the 
most lu'autii'nl sptti in the e,ai!h-n uere .-.eals en- 
twined with foses and Ve'olant heiwets. 

'riieodetfe co\ild not t.atiate hi-. e\e's with tlu* 
charms of the phu'c. He walke-el hesieh' his fatlier 
nu)stly in silent utna/e, hut se»nietimes he wtnild 
(.'Xckiiiu: *'() hkitlu'r, Imw letvelv ami heautiful is 
this garden!" 

When tiu*y had seen in.inv things and we-n* 
wetiry with their walk the lather iemducted the* 
hoy through the plantatieens let the* tall <if a 
stream tind they sat thtwn on the hie»w nf a Iiiil. 
Here they listened to the reMfing of the wat{*r 
which tutnhletl foaming from the leelge of tlu* 
rocks, ami in tin* sniTeentuling thickets were 
perched nightingales which tniugh-d tlieir f.iiains 
with the hoarse mnrmur of the talk And 'riu>- 
odore thought he never vet had heard nightingales 
sing so di*lightfully. While thev fhu*. sat and 
listt‘ni‘<l they heard the voice of a man and tlu* 
voices of children, 'ritcy were tlu* t hildren of the 
miller, a hoy and a girl, ajui they were leading 



tlicir old l)lind grandfather between them, and 
telling him about the licaiitiful shrubs and 
flowers by the wayside, and amusing the old man 
by their lively and simple prattle. 

'riiey conducted him to a seat in an arbor and 
kissed him, and ran about the garden to gather 
flowers and fruit for him. But the old man smiled, 
atid when he was alone he uncovered his head 
and prayed with a cheerful countenaiux';. Then 
the hearts of Theodore and his father overflowed, 
and they offered up prayer and praise with the 
old man, and 'rheo<lort? was overcome by his feel- 
ings so that: he <'oidd not repress his tears. 

Th(^ children soon afterwards appeared, and 
they shoitted from afar, an<l they brought sweet- 
smelling flowers and ripe fruit to their blind 
grandfather. But Theodore said to his father as 
they were returning home, “O what a delightfid, 
what a luippy morning!” 

THE FOUNTAIN 

“The littlo fountain llowa 
So noincloHs through the wood 
The. waudorur tastcH repoac 
And from its silent: flood 
Learns meekly to do good.” 

It’s short, but T thought it wtis very pndty. 

Tuesday, i8. 

This morning after doing my work I had Uts- 
sons. I wrote some in my journal and did some 



sums. In (he aftcrnnon I wnil hhn- lxTiyiiijf 
with \ a /./.' u ' and pickacl lu-atly, it not (|tutc, a 
(jiuirt . I mad in llu- t-vi'niny. 


WVtfiirMLi'i'. Hi. 

\Vi‘ liad a <li'st'riptlvr Icsstm this moiiiiin', ,ind 
each of us wroti' a di'sctipiiou ot Iduitiauds. 

I wrote the folhnviuK one; 

“KRiTri..\Nns’' 

It is ;i beautiful place surnmiuled ]>y hills, 
green fa'lds and woods, and Still l-tivta' is at .snnie 
disttUU'e llowing ciuietly ahmy. Waehusett and 
Moiiadoc Mounlain;; are itt sight, au<l also senile 
houses and lields of grain. 'The luniM' it-.thf i.s 
now very lileasanlly situated, ft has a vegetaiile 
garden iH'hind it and some fruit fret-., ( )n du* 
left a lull on tlu* top of which am jiastun". and a 
road. In front is a small garden, and ilelds and a 
house at. some di.st.inee. On the rigjit is a large 
barn, grain .and iioiatej lii’ld, w<K)ds and moim- 
tain.s. I'hen* ;ir(‘ many pleasant walks aliout 
Friuthinds, and lierry ileUls, tin nigh the Iterries 
are not. yet (}ui(e ripts 

II is a jileasunt place to live in, 1 think. 


Thmsd.jv, -SI, 

I had my lesson this morning with Mr. I. .me 
and I did some sums with fractienis. 1 iieviT dul 



THE COM:>iUNITY SETTLE 



1.111 ivil . uegan TO teacn me, ana i minK 
I have learned more lately than I ever did before. 
I think I understand what I learn too. In the 
afternoon I had my shower bath and sewed. Mrs. 
Lovejoy came here to see Mother and brought 
her little baby with her. I took care of it a good 
deal. Charlotte and Ellen Dudley came to see 
me and went to Mrs. Barnard’s of an errand with 
me. I there became acquainted with Adelaide 
Barnard. We all went into the schoolhouse and 
played together. In the evening I sewed a little 
bit and then went to bed. 

Sunday, 23. 

I did not feel well this morning, so I did not 
attend the readings, but read in Miss Edge- 
worth’s “Belinda.” In the afternoon I sewed 
some and mother finished “Sowing and Reaping” 
aloud. I then went to look for blueberries, but 
did not find but a very few. When I returned I 
had supper and after that I read. 

Monday, 24. 

I had no lessons to-day, Mr. Lane being unwell 
and father busy. Mother washed and Louisa and 
I helped her. I then shelled some peas for dinner. 
Yesterday Christy went away. He will return 
sometime I guess. In the afternoon I read part of 
“Mademoiselle Panache.” I then wrote my 
journal and took care of Abba. William and I 



then ironed till we went tosiipiuT. In the twenini.;- 
I looked for 1)erries niul went pnn I v <-arly to 


‘rtif.i i.iv, -■5. 

This morning I had Ii'ssoiis hv luvr.ell. ! did a 
French lesson and wrote in mv journal. 1 then 
vscwed some. Iti (he afternoon I made ^.(»me Htilf 
presents to give Al>ha as to-morrow is In-r l>ir(h- 
day. I then raked hay. In the evening I read in 
“Motherle.ss IClUm.” 


Wc'iiitfsd.iv. Jti. 

Abba’s birUidtiy. We did not do .■mything (<} 
celebrate except (hat I put .some presents into 
her stocking last night aiul she found tiuau there 
this morning. After breakfast father aiul Mr. 
Lane started for Boston with Mr. Ihs ker. We 
had no lessons. I waslu'cl, and the three titiier 
children went to a mill for a walk. I arranged a 
room for mysi'lf. It is tt> U* mv r«tom .md I to 
stay by myself in it. I then set the iHimer tabhs 
The children did not return till after ditmer. I 
had a bath :ind tlieu arranged .some pii t tires for 
my 8crap“lH)ok. As Mother was going into tht* 
fields to help with the hay, I joined her, and after 
working Iht're some limt‘ went with I.otti'ni t<t 
look for berries. We fouiul alxmt a pint. In the 
evening I read in "Motherless FUen" wane 
more. 



rose pretty C'arly this mornint? and having 
bathed and drcvssed sat down lo write my journal. 
Having done so I went downstairs and eat l)reak- 
fast. After I had done I went with Louisa and 
William to pick blackberries. We got. about two 
cpiarts. When we returned I read and then 
worked with William. In the afternoon I wrote 
and went to Mrs. Lovejoy’s. I then had a bath 
and wrote, after which I read in the newsi)apers. 
In the evening I played. 

POltTRY 

I never e.aHt. a (lower away 
The gift of one who earetl for me 
A lilt 1(1 (lower — a faded (lower 
Hut it wtis done reluctantly. 

I never lookc'd a laat adieu 
To things familiar hut my heart 
Slirank with a feeling almo.st pain 
Even from their UfelesHnesH, 

I never apoke the word farewell 
Hut with an utlerauee faint and I)rokeu 
A heart with yearning for IIk* lime 
When it should never more he spoken. 

September, 6. 

I think tlu' world would be a very disnud world 
without books, I <'oultl not live without llieiu. I 
takt' so much itU'Jisnre in reading betiutifiil stories 
and poetry. 1 likt* to hear beautiful words and 
thoughts. Beautiful is my favorite word. If I 



liko anylliiii.u I always s;iv it is litsmlitul. It is a 
bt'aulilul word. I (sui't u-U thr i oltir ol it . I,oui;;a 
and I took a walk. It was pltM-.aut it it laid only 
hiH'ii a littlo warmor. \Mu‘ti wr retuttu-d wo sat 
in our cliamhof. I wj’<»(o <l«iwn all tlio lio.tui iin! 
names wa* could think ol, .md in the evening 
wrote the colors of tlnan. 

[Here Anna's jtuirnal written at I'kiiitlaiuls 
comes to a sutUU’n <mditig. Numberless jiages 
have been torn out carefully, and Mr. Alcott’;; 
handwriting appears in footnotes hme and there, 
showing th.at it was he wiio destroveti the story 
of tin* labT days of hVuitlauds written from his 
youthful daughter's pen. It is one more proof of 
the inten.sity of Ids fetdings legarding, h'l tdi lands, 
and the bilt<*r disappointment th.il 'rime never 
softeiu'd. His own journal written there has al-.o 
been dc'Slroyi'd. Itseemsas if that exjKnienee of 
failure was loo heartren<liug to him to allttw' the 
world to share it. W'e only get glimpses here and 
therewith whiHi (oeemstruet a pieturent flu- New 
Kden where tliesi* 'rran.‘.eendenfali >t'. workoil <mt 
abtdoved theory and found it wanting. \Vc havi- 
the aeeonnt of the start, so bill of rnthnsi.e.iu and 
ecstatic hopefulness, '{'he eurtain ha-, bej-n drawn 
over tin* n-st ;is earefnllv as wa-. po .-.ible. Her 
jounnil starts again in {K.pi, but it dot-snot i.talt- 
the month. In it she mentitms a point whicli 



reveals soinc'ihiiiK of Mr. Alcott’s philosophy. 
She says: " h'allu'r sakl that if a i)ersoii wanted a 
thing- very much and thought of it a great deal, 
that they would probably have it.”] 



vni 

LOUISA MAY A!.(‘OT i-’s ItlAK'V A f MU'i ri.ANUS^ 

^Scptt'mhvr 1st. I rose at fur and had my 
bath. I love cold watrr! 'riu-ii \vc li.id <tur nujk" 
ni^dessoii with Mr. I.aiu-. Attrr Itre’.iktast I 
washed dislies, and ran on the lull till nine and 
had sonu' thoughts, if was ^,o bi*autit’ul up 
there. Did my h'ssons, wrote and spelt and 
did sums; and Mr. Lane reatl a ^.{^ry, "'riie Ju- 
dicious Fatlu'r.” IIow a rich yjrl tohl a poor girl 
not to look over the fenei* at the iloweir;, and was 
cross to Ins’ because* she was unhajtpy. 'bhe 
Father lusird her do it , and made t he yii h, ehanye* 
clothes. I'he itoor om* was glad to do it, and lu* 
told her to keep them. But the rich one w.e-. very 
sad; for she luul to wear flu* old ones a wt-ek, and 
after that .she was guKtd to shabbv girls. I iikeel it 
very much, and I shall Ih* kind to p(Hir people. 

FatluT asked us what was < hhI’s nt)blt*sl work. 
Anna said mm, but I siid tmttirs. Men are ofti'ii 
bad; babii’S never are. We had a losig talk, and I 
felt belter after it, and dtuiml up. 

Wi' had bread and fruit for dijuter. I reatl aiul 
walked and pkiyed till stipjuT-time. Wt* sung in 
the evening. As I went to betl the inutm came ti{> 
* When die wan ten ye.UH ehl. 





very hrij^iilly aiKl looked at me. 1 fell sad be- 
cause' 1 hav(' been cross (o~<lay, and did not mind 
Moilu'r. I cried, and ihi'ii 1 fell better, and said 
that i)ie'e<‘ from Mrs. Sigourney, “I must not 
t(‘as(' my mother.” I gc't to sle('p saying poetry, — 
t know a great deal. 

'rhursdity, LftlL. -- Mr. Parkt'r Pillsbury came, 
and W(' talked about the i>oor slaves, i had a 
music lesson with Miss P. I haU* lu'r, she is so 
fussy. I ran in tlu' wind and played In' a horsc', 
and hail a lovely lime in the woods with Anna 
and Lizzie. We were fairies, and made gowns and 
paper wings. I “Hied” t.lu' highest of all. In the 
evening they talked about Iravi'lling. 1 thought 
about Father going to ICngland, and said this 
piece of poi'try I found in Byron’s i)oems: — 

“WIuMi I loft, thy HhoroH, () Nuxoh, 

Not u (o;ir in Morrow foil; 

Not :i !^i^h or htllorod aoiTut 
'rt)l(l iny liosom'f) fitruKr.h”K Mwoll.” 

It rained whim I went to bed and made a 
I)reUy noise on llie roof. 

Sufiday^ ■ h'ather and Mr. Lane have 

gone lo N. IL to preai'h. It was very lovely. . . . 
Amia and 1 got supi)er. In tlu; evi* I reail ‘‘Vii'ar 
of Waki'lield,” 1 was cross to-day, and I cried 
when I went to bed. 1 made good resolutions, and 



f(‘l( hi'ttiT ill my lu-art, 11 I «mlv /,•(•/>/ all I mak<*, 
1 shduhl hr (lir iK-.f yirl til (In* um ltl. Iliu 1 tit in' (, 
ami St) am \i‘fy bail. 

(I’t»t)r Hi lie sintu'r! Sha savs fhf sainc at til'ty. 
I,. M. A.) 

Otlohir Sill. W'lu-n I \vi»kf up, tht« Hrst: 
thought I gtJt was, "It’s Mother's hiithtlav: 1 
must 1 m* vary gooil," I ran ami \vi-.ha<l har a 
happy birthday, ami gava har my kiss, Aftar 
braakfast wa gave har our pra*.auts. I hati a moss 
iToss and a plaaa of poairy tor liar. 

Wa did nt)l ha\ t' any i.ahtHil, anti plavt'il in tha 
Wootls and got rad la.tvas. In tha a\aniug wi* 
(lanat'd ami sung, ami I rt*atl a ‘atti v about " i 'oii- 
tantnumt." I wh4i I was riah, I was gootl, ami wa 
wart' all a iiappy f.uuily this tlay. 

Wa .sang tha following song; 

SONt; OF MAY 

Hail, all hail, tlutu iiiairv numth tif M.iv, 

Wa will It.islan (t» tha wikhIh .iw.iv 
Among tha llowais so javaat .uul gav, 

'I'lian iiwivy to li.iil tha inaiiv utaity M.iv 
Tha jiiarry many Mav 

'I'han away to h.iil tfia mativ nsany niujith of May, 

Hark, hark, hark, tt» hail tha mtjnth tif May, 

How tha fsongfil ai')) warhla on tha 'igiav, 

Ami wa will !«* aa hlifh .t-i ihay, 

Thau away to liail tha marry many May 

Then awtiy tu hail the merry merry immih of May. 



I lliink this is a very pretty song and wo sing 
it a good deal. 

Thursday, 12th. — After lessons I ironed. Wc 
all wc'iit lo (lu‘ barn and husked corn. It was 
good fnn. We workc'd till eight o’clock and had 
lanij)S. Mr. I•inssell came. Mother and Lizzie are 
going to lloslon, I sliall be very lonely without 
d('ar lin k' Ihh ty, and no one will be as good to me 
as Motlu'r. I read in Plutarch. I made a verse 
about suns('(.: — 

“Softly (loth the sun (ICvSc.eml 
'I'o his courh hi'hiiul (he hill, 

'fheii, oh, llu'ij, I love to sit 
Oil mossy hanks heside tlic I'ill.” 

Anna thought it was very fine; but I did n’t 
like it very well. 

Frida, y, Nov. 2nd. ~~~ Anna <'ind I did the work. 
In till' evening Mr. Lane aske<l us, “What is 
intin ? ’’ 'riit'se wt'ri' our answers : A hum<'m being; 
an animal with a mind; a creature; a body; a soul 
and a mind. After a long talk we went to bed 
V(‘ry tired. 

(No wonder, after <loing the work and worrying 
their liltk^ wits with such lessons. — L. M. A.) 

A sample of the vegetarian wafers used at 
i'rultlauds: 


(lli't ritii'k yi>tir hiiijv WHim::! i 

and n'lKiw'. ftutn the ttfi hatd: the;'- < ‘Xd i n>> 

Animal fiiiKl ami ‘1“ n"! nmtli li it hiiHtd da I Isiit.’ w.u. 

nlKlilmaro. it.im the .■.Itamtil.-. 

x\lHilIi> cat-i mi Miiitil i i iin I'-'i i - na!! 

Jlcali ami liaa mi tlinmrlt ‘I 

lii'anl; hi:i vnii c ia a ya'Id tuiv. 

iiU‘lo(ly ilacll. 


Tuesday, 20lh.- -\ rost* at iiva, ami alit'r 
breakfast: waslietl the dishes, and then lu'lin-d 
mother work. Miss P. is i;one, and Anna in Hus- 
ton wit.h Canisin Loui.sa. I lonk eai’e ol Ahl»a 
(May) in tiu' afternoon. In tin* evenin;.’. I ni.ule 
some pretty tilings for my dolly. I'ather atul Mr. 
L. had a talk, and fatlier asked us if sva s.iw any 
reason for us to st'panUts Mother wantetl to, she 
is so tired. I like it, hut not tlu‘ sehixtl part or 
Mr. L. 

Eleven years old. 'Thur.s'day, 2(jlh. It was 
Father’s and my birthday. Wc had some niet* 
presents. We jilayed in tlu* snow itt'fore ^.eh<«il. 
Mother read "Rosamond” when wt* r.ewetl. 
Father asked us in the ev(‘ what fault t roubled us 
most. I said my bad Itunpt'r. 

I told mother 1 liked to havt‘ her write in juy 
book. She said she would pul in more, ajul she 
wrote this to h('lj) nun - • 

"Dear Louky, — Your handwriting impioves 
very fast. Take pains and tio not In* in a hurry. 
I like to have you make observatioiiH about our 


ami yuui lUOUguiS. 11 nclpS 

you lo express ( hem and to understand your little 
self. Remi^mber, dear girl, that a diary should bo 
an epiloine of your life. May it be a record of 
pure thought and good actions, then you will 
inck'ed be tlui precious child of your loving 
mother.” 

December lolh. — I did my k'ssons, and walked 
in the afic'rnoon. I'at.lier read to us in dear “ Pil- 
grim’s ProgR'ss.” Mr. L. was in Boston and we 
wen' gkul. In (lu‘ eve father and mother and 
Anna and T had a long talk. I was very unhappy, 
and w(.‘ all ('.ric'd. Anna and I cried in bed, and I 
prayed God to keep us all together. 



IX 


AU’ITMN' Dl'.AlM’tllN IMl- \ I' 

As ;u\y <'1U‘ know;, wlu* h.i'. .uis u-rit-ut r in tanu- 
iny, f in- 1 1 'tln kirtiirr :.pii il -.hi nv • il- rlt in the man 
who .iccfpis till’ tli'.ajijinint laml i il a nuMv.rc i rfip 
in SI lilt’ i»l Ills dreams ol a jilentitul hat v (■•.( . and 
workiu!.’ diliyenllv, yy\'- wtial he tan Ittmi it. 

'The nrop:; at I-'mil land', undet \\ eiit inan\ x ici-,.. 
siiudes. Nti stinner tlid a etitp Ju'W snme r.ot i n| 
]5nmh^l' than tliev turned it liai 1-: intu (he earth 
tip,ain, in ntiier toenrieli the aiil, t!ie\' .aid. 'I'iiis 
mctiunldid nut tend In till tile wintei • tHtfluuise 
with tlu‘ m-eded vei:e(ah!es, and a taint '.nip 
j^i'Stinii of di?.ilhn.ionni«'nl hee.an fu eieep into 
tht' iH'rft'cl harnionv ot the ( tm .ixiafe taniilv as 
autumn ajijiroaeheil. Math- in ^iptemlier Mr. 
Alcoll and ('Iiarles I.ane went on a trip in ■ earrh 
of recruits. 'They went to !'ro\ idem e .lud h.id .tu 
ovenini.t's coiu'ers.ition with Mi-.. Newi mnlj and 
some of her friemls, tlurine, w liii h Mr. Alisitl • .tid 
that, as comjietition hail made lai ilifie-. -.n ijeat, 
(hey miKhi take that oppurtnnitv t«> po tm to 
New York. ( ‘harle:. I.ane then -.pi 'ke up and ■ .tid 
tliere was no otlu-r ohjeciioa than ku k of mean-., 
whereupon (!u- compauv cojitlihuted the lleie.- 
sary amount. In writiuK to Oldham ahoitt it, 



( harU's Italic passes coiiimenl; on what he saw: 
"Wc; went to the (Iraliam Mouse to breakfast 
wlu'rt' wc. foiiiid some i)eople half if not quite 
alive'" and ai^ain : ‘"riie number of living’ persons 
in the 300 , (kk) inhabitants of New York is very 
small." During this visit tliey went to see Mrs. 
L. M. C’hild, who gave the following account of it; 

"A day or two after rFheodore] Parker left, 
Alcott and i.ane calk'd to see me. T asked, ‘What 
brings you to New York?’ ‘I don't know,' said 
M r. Ak'ott; ‘ it seems a miracle that we are here.’ 
Mr. ('hlld and John Hopper Went to hear a dis- 
('ussion bet.ween tlu'ui aiul W. H. Channing. I 
asked Mr. Child what they talked about. ‘Lane 
divided man into three states, — the discon- 
scious, the cons('ious, and the unconscious. The 
disconscious is the state of the pig; the conscious 
is the baptism by water; and the unconscious is 
the baptism by lire'.’ I laughed, and said, ‘Well, 
how did (lu* whole discussion alTect your .mind?’ 
‘Why, afti'r 1 lu'ard them talk a few minutes, I '11 
be <’ursc'd if I kru'W whether I had any mind at 
alb’ J. H. st.ayt'd rather longer, though he left in 
the midst . Ih' said they talked about mind and 
body. ‘What did they say?’ ‘Why, Channing 
sc'i'uied to think thi're was some connection 
l>etwt'(‘‘a mind and body; but those Boston folks, 
so far as 1 <’ouId undi'rstand ’em, seemed to think 
tlu' body was all sham!”' 



'l'Iu‘n' is a that nn ihftr irtinti tiitm New 

Voi’k (hry went I'V sttMiiuT tn \r\v lla\c ii. All 
tlu’ money (hat had lu-cn t nnt t ilmft d la' Mrs. 
Ntavcomh and iu-r Iritnuh. had ■.'•tue. hut (ha; did 
not Iconbh' the phihi'.ophi-f-, I’hiA IttMidril the 
boat (inite ?.ei‘ent’Iv .uul ulu-n it -.taitnl -..it mu 
deck enjoyiiu; the liree/e. 'Tljr tirl.i'l man < auie 
to each jiasM-nya'i’ for hiri tirket, and vUicn In* 
<'anu‘ to Mr. AK'ott ami Mr. l.anr, -iftitn' there 
in their linen suits, he a .ked thi-m lor tlieirs. 
Qniti' iindislurl)e(l Mr. Akoti leplird that they 
had no money or sertp, Init thev uonld tiuite 
willingly pay their way hv adth f .-.ine. the pas- 
sengers ;ind <'rew with a link* eonv ri-al ion in tlu' 
saloon. It is said that in reply (he l.in>mae,e o{' the 
lieket-mati was not as ei\ il .e. it should have ln-en. 

It was ;ill very pleasant, this wamlerini.'; oil and 
showing their linen tunies to the wan Id ami hohl- 
ing r(mver.sa(i(jns to enlighten people in reyard to 
the hilnre wonders <tf the N«*w hkleii, l»nt ihed.iv 
they left I'ruitlands josejih rahnm' w,ei oil at- 
tending to his cattle at No 'hown, and tlie emp 
of barley had been euf and was waitiiu' tti be 
harvested. I’oor Mrs, Aleott hioked at it with 
anxious eyes. 'Fhe yranarv was .ihnosf einpiv 
and this htuiey nusint food. She toiild foi'yrt 
herself, but she <'onld not tenure tlu* uee<ls of her 
children. ( 'hristojdier (ireeiie ami l.ariusl .iml 
Bower were alstJ away. The barley lay there with 



IK) OIK* lo 1)rinK it. In to ii safe slicUer. Tlie next 
(lay she looked nt. it. aj>nin with a sinking' heart. 
As tlu* afternoon warn'd, black cloiuls covered the 
sky and Hashes of lightning rent seams through 
tlu'in with terrifying rapidity. Then Mrs. Alcott 
made* a (piick (U'cusion. Ckitlu'ring all the baskets 
sh(‘ could find, she carried them to tin* barley- 
lii'ld with the lu*li) of (he childrc'u, and in liot 
hasl(' tlu'y gathered the barU'y into the baskets 
and dragg('d thc'in to the granary, and then ran 
bac'k as fast: as tlu'y could for more. Thus tlu'y 
workc'd with all their strength, and when the 
storm broke*, tlu‘y had sav(!d enough to last them 
for at, U'ast a h'W wet'ks. 

So if Mrs. Ak'ott lacked, as Lane said, spiritual 
insight, she fortinuvtely for them had practical 
foresight, from which they all rc'aped a henelit. 

Tlu* following k'tter to Mr. Oldham is sugges- 
tive of the trend of affairs in the* community: — 

Fkiiitlands, IIauvaki), Mass., 
SepUrmher 29, 1^43. 

On our arrival at home we* h'arnt: that in our 
absence si‘vi*ral friends and strangers had calknl, 
amongst them S. Bower, Parker Pillsbury, and 
an a('(iuaintauc(*, Mr. Ilamond of New Ipswich 
in N(nv 1 lamp.shire Sta.te. Thinking the latter 
worth si'i'ing we went to visit him, a distance of 
about twenty-five miles, fie is married to an 



wil'f ot rituif i-fiml Imu t hiilil t [u.di'f ics; 
he has Imilt widi hi-. ti\su liami . a -in, it f . i«t tai'c, 
])(‘iiu', ail cxprit wtnkmaii, and ha', uu un >\ cr a 
rnspcctahln lahiK iur pcuhail |iain!ina. which hr 
I'stinuUrs humhly whlnnH a fi.ji i li lu-.iu of 
luimilily. Xrx! ft) h’.dwat'il Palniri , hr i . a [tn-.ou 
who, I shnidd think, would mala- one witli us. 
Hr inti'udurrd u-. at two hou r . to tour Icmalrs 
wdiu vitally rousidricd <on'-titutr with hiur.rli 
(hr whulr of thr town, t hu \i it tiu-tc will do 
Konu' Ktiod, for tliony.h fliry ha\f i« ad m\‘ Irttrrs 
priuti'd last winter in the m-w sp.ij n t a, yrl tin* 
jiresener of a li\‘ine, pri-.on is mtu h more iral a 
tiling. I saw' tlirir gootl intentions wt-ir tpratly 
(‘neouraged. I rould not di-. .muh' tin* okh-.t from 
promising urviT to ta-.tr llrsli agaiu, whit li I w.is 
rather inrlineil to on art <iunt of hri \ i-.u'.. . . . 

On Saturday last .Xnna Alristt nuist ni.ie,n.ini ■ 
mously walked lier little Ire,- toiutrrn miles in 
ahoul. livi* hours down to okl < 'om onl, w hrtr our 
friends tqipt'ar to have hrcu prriiv r.onmolrnt 
shuH* our doparturr. On 'rur-iku wt* irtuinrtl 
on foot f and aeroinplii.hrtl -lomew liaf low aids tht* 
liheratiou of the animals hy a heroine of thirteeu. 
Mr. ICmerson is, I think, tpiili' sfation.uv: he is 
olf the Railroatl of I’rttgres'., am! im irh .ui ele- 
gant, kindly observer t»t all who p.t-.-. tuiward ., 
and notes dowm (heir aspeet while they remain 
in sight; of course, when they arrive at a mwv 
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station tlu'V art' jj;'oiU‘ from and for him. I see 
Mr. John StorliuL' (lc(li<-alt‘S his iu‘w tragedy of 
“StralTord” to him: no vtTy alarming honor! I 
suppose that 'riu)mas C'arlyle, with all his famous 
talking, does not yet actually lead the people out: 
of their tronldes, 'Phesi' worthy and t'nlightened 
scribblers will do littU* to sav(' tlu' nation. Some 
then' ar(‘ I hope ol ni<n‘t' real solid metal. . . . 

Samuel llowc'r has not yet had your note, as I 
am not sure wheic* lu' is. lie could not, it seems, 
long (‘iidni'e Josc(ih balmei'’s oiler of land, etc., it, 
was so solitary. 1 h* called lust' whi'ii we were on 
our long journey on his way to l.owell, the Man- 
chesb'r of New 1 Cngland. If his aims are high and 
his lu'ud ('U'tir, or his hands t'lTt'ctivig he will not 
be able to waiuler far from us; but. ti wanderer it; 
is certain he must be allt>wed to be. Abraham 
[Abram Iwerett.j <’onu'S .and go(‘S with some re- 
gard to tiu‘ law within him; he is now busy with 
our latter hay, the maizi', biickwlu'at, t'Lc. 

What is to 1 h‘ our destiny T ('an in no wise 
guess. Mr. Alcott makes siK'h high rt'(piiremi'nts 
of all persons that few are likely to stay, ('ven of 
his own family, unless he. ('an 1)('('ome more toler- 
ant of defect . I le is an artist in human ('h.aracter 
re(}uiring ev(‘ry paint(‘r to be a Mi('hael Angelo. 
1 le also diH's not wish to ke(‘p a hospital, nor (‘Ven 
a school, but to be snrroinuh'd by Masters-— 
MasU'rs of Art, of llie one grand Art of human 



life. I sut'h a ;.faiu!at il wtmli 1 .( mn am pi y 

your ('oiU'nitHiun a;* wdl a - <‘vriv cifhcr lunua-, 
whii'h I suIl|Kl^t* y<tu i-all hv in-.iiuiaf iuu "his- 
rordiums," nr, nun't- flt-i-auilv, " 1 d-.rtudia." I 
jsrojKtsr (o pass at toast anollu-r winter in Now 
I'inj^lantl to know nuito avoiayjtnds' what ttn yaro, 
as tho last was jiailit ulaiK .o\oio. I iiavr o.t»n<* 
about «m thost' ;a'Voial jotunov . in tho f.implo 
tunic and linott Karniotits atid moan tn hr«'[> thorn 
on as lony, as I i-an. \V«’ fiavo had a lino sutumor 
of throe months, atid a lino autumn soouis on 
hand. Sharp frost this mojuiuK. vot wo took t»ur 
bath ;is usual ouiod diHtr.-. in flit' yt av of flu* morn 
at oiU'-h.ilf past livo. Ih-altli, tho y.tatul r-xtouial 
condition, still altonds mo, ovorv sltanyor latiny, 
nu' t('n or twolvo yo.us ymmyor than I atn; so 
tlmt if sucii are thi' oUootr.of t Hmalo I snay itttiood 
1)0 haitpy, for my ytntthfnlnrss is not all appoar- 
anco I frti us hnoyant and a*, boy ish a*. I look, 
which I find a capital onilot;.rm<-nt to my a-.r or- 
tioiiH about diot, etc. It siayyotr. tho Moptical 
and BotH their selhsh fhouyht*. to work. . . . 

HopinK that all miiulsare thus lalMuiny, hi u.s, 
my dear frieml, act as if all yotnl ptoyross lU- 
pended upon us ;md tinfailtnyly ino-.ont a chsui 
breast to Kternul Love, shodtUny foitii our full 
moaHiiru in the clearest Liyht; in which I atn 
Thitie truly, 

thiAs. Lam-.. 



Al)rah:iin jiisl nolifics jiic llic're is work in the 
fu'ld, so I iiiusl 

j<)S('ph Piihner luul olfon'tl his old house at: No 
"rowu to Saiiuu'l Bower as a n'fuj’e in which to 
test, his tiu'ory of tlu' iKuielits to 1 h‘ derived from 
ac'ciisloiuin^ tlu' body to Hvc' witlunit the eni'r- 
vatiiig biirdiMi of clothing-. I Power’s experiences in 
this liiu' at I''riiillands had i\o( Ix'C'ii satisfactory 
or conx'incMnt!;, as it was only at; nij;ht that: he 
coidd mak(' the* ('xperiiiumt, and then they in- 
sisted on his donning’ a white garim'iit: for his 
pcMX'grinations in tlu' open, h'ven this caused 
agitation in tin* n('ighl)orhood, and lalc's of a 
whlt(‘ ghost wandt'i'ing ovm- the hillside caused 
nuH'h alarm, and s(‘veral times a ]K)sse went: out 
from tin* village to look into the intUler. At No 
'Fown he ('onld be* in solitude. While there he 
wrote a number of article's fe)r the Liberator^ in 
one* e)f whie'h he* ])reelie*te‘el the* full re'ge'neration of 
man, " if we* e'an rid the kite'lu'n of its horrors and 
ke'e'p emr table's fre'e* fre)m the* mangled er.orse.’' 

In tinotlu'r lette’r Lane writes to Oldham: — 

... At prese'iit I atn situated thus. All the 
I)e*rsons whe> have* joined us eluring the summer 
have* from .sejme* e'aiise or other epiitted, the*y say 
in ('emse'ciiu'iu'e* of Mr. Alcot.t’s despotic mannc'r, 
whidi he interpret s tis thear ne)t being equal to the 



Spirit 's dc'luands. ju-.t-ph I’ahurr, \vh< i lui;. tlniit', 
uiul is (loiiip our t'.uiiuvnik tot !o\f, ‘.till mn.iius 
in tlu' s;inu' relation as hr rvt>r diil. 

FalnU'r says tliat ita\ ini* onrr tlrriarrd (his 
l;ui(l frt'r wr slioultl nrvrr i;o iiarlc, at least until 
tht‘ work h;is brt'n l.iirlv (i-ste<l, I "lulrr all this it 
sianiltl hr sttUrd that Mrs. Alrott has no spun., 
(aiu'oiis inrllnatitm towartls a laiv.er tamilv than 
lu'f own natural one, ot spiritual ties she knows; 
notliiuKh though to keep all loyclher ■•he di ns and 
would ^o through a jsmtl tleal til e\terior atid 
inti'rior toil. I hoped I had dotK* with {lecuniary 
alTturs, hut it seems I am not to he let (»{t. 'The 
crops, I helieve, wall n<t( disrh.u’^’.e .til the eihliipi- 
lions they were t‘Xpeeted to lit[tiid.ite, .ind ay.iinst 
goiuK' further into <Ieht ! am most detemiin.it I'ly 
.s(‘llled. . . . You will perreix-e fh.it I h.uc, like 
ytnirself, tt small iieek oi‘ Itouhle.; not ipiite 
heavy enoiiRlt to drive me tti a jumanre w ith our 
friends, the Shakers, hut suUu ieiiflv m* t<i put the 
t.houKhI, into ont‘’s head, as you pereeive. In the 
midst of all these event^. ancl of Willi. inds illness, 
who i.s in bed eij^ht or ten d.iys w ith .t ort of hil - 
ious ft'ver, I tuniiof without t lu* eoiisfd.itoi y hope 
that, some measure tif Spirit utilit.iry is tiound up 
with our ohseure doiiij^.s. 

Your.s most affeet ion.it ely, 
thiAHi.t-.s Lam-.. 

At a late visit (ju foot to Roxhury, I found the 



niiinlKTs at lirook l'annc<mHi(lca'al)ly (limimshed. 
1 (lon’i. know wlial: ihoy will say to .my letter if 
t.hey see it in The. Now Affo, but never mind. 

I'roin now on elashing of wills disturbed the 
siu'eni (,y of I'niit lands. C'hark's Lane, devSpondent 
over (lu‘ ('ourse of c'vents and the sense of faihire, 
and seeing further Ihiancial complications in 
store for him, iK'gaii seriously to consider the plan 
of life adopted l)y the Shakt'rs whose well-filled 
corn-bins and full-rigged haylofts bespoke a sys- 
tem which iirovided jilenty for man and lieast, 
and gave' tinu* for alternate work and meditation. 
He began to talk of this to Mr. Alcott and urged 
him toward a more monastic life, and then .sug- 
gc'sted that they should join them. That he had 
great inlluence with Mr. Alcott is evident, and 
Mrs. Alcott, who fully realized this, grew restless 
and then alarnu^d. 

In writ ing to Oldham, Lane kejit. dwelling upon 
Mrs. Alcott. Once he wrote: “Mrs. Alcott has 
passijd from tlu' ladylike to the industrious order, 
but she has much inward experience to realize. 
Ih'r pride; is not yet eradicated and her peculiar 
mate'rnal love blinds her to all el.se — whom does 
it not so blind ft)r a season?” ^ 

And he ascribes t he failure of other persons to 
join the experiment; largely to Mrs. Alcott, “who 
^ Sunboru’s Bronson Alcott. 



vows Ihai her own family an* all ilia! mIu' lives 
for.” No such nairow {mrj»' -e, Lam* adth., has 
inspired liim; an<l !u’ hlames .Mr.Aleott inr Hs- 
lening' too nuu'li to hi^; l.unily atlect ions, ami 
regarding too much what that guardian angel itf 
inidtlle-class ICnglaiul, Mrs. C.rumlv, will sav. 

In spt'aking of Mr. .Mcolt, he «'oinpl.iins th.il 
"eonslaiu'y to Ins wife ajul ineon-.i.tne\ to the 
Spirit have hlurretl over his lite lore\ t-r.'' 

Poor Mrs. Alcolt, poor “M-ninee,” a;; her 
(laughtc'fs ealU'd lu-ri iti her loyalts' .she had 
almost worked her lingers to the hone with no 
thanks for it. I h-r days h.id passed without any 
hell) to lighten the manual labor. At hrst they 
said that, not a lamp could lighteti !‘'ruiflands 
hi‘<'ause tht‘ oil contained anim.il fat, and only 
hayberry (’untlles could !>»• useil, and <*nh' a ftwv of 
llunn. But Mrs. AIccjtt then rebelled, IIow could 
.sh(‘ sew and numd the clothes with sm h poor 
light? Tlu'i’t' seenu’d sinue sense in tills, so one 
small lamp was brought to h'ruill.mds just for 
her. The philosophers tried sitting in the dark, 
but. oiu* by one would try ttthnd some pretext to 
join her at the sewing'table, ami Mrs. Alcoft's 
kimp burned bright ami .steady, an emblem of Iter 
own lnu‘ tiiid faithful heart. 

Idlery ( 'hanning .said: "Mrs. .Aleut t was ( me of 
the most, relined per.sons of my acquaintance. 
She tohl me years afterwards that in 44 .she 



f(‘arc(l for luir Imsband’s sanity; he did vSiich 
strange things without seeming to know how odd 
they were; wc'uring only lineii clothes and canvas 
shoes, and eating only vegetables,” 

November 26, 1843, Lane wrote to Oldham 
from I'niillands: — 

“ What with agi ( at ions of mind and ills of Ixxly, 
I liave passed a less ha])py time than usual, Wil- 
liam was ill a whoU^ month with a low fever so 
that he could not I'Vi'ii sit up in bed for one 
minute, I had to nurse him wliile plagued with 
hands so chai)i)ed and sore that I was little more 
<'apabl(' than tlu^ patient. Then came Mr. 
[Saimu'l J.] May’s announcemtmt thtit he should 
not pay the note to which he had put his hand; so 
that; money affairs and individual property come 
l)a(^k again ui)on me for ti season. Thereupon 
ensued endless discussions, doubts, and anticipa- 
tions ('onct'rning our dt'stiny. These still hang 
over us. But in (he midst of them Mrs. Alcott 
giv(‘s notice that she concedes to the wishes of 
lu‘r friends and shall withdraw to a house which 
tluy will provide for Iu‘rsi‘lf and her four children. 
As slu‘ will take' all the furniture with her, this 
l)ro('CH'ding necH'Ssarily leaves me alone and naked 
in a lU'W world. Of cour.se Mr. A. and I could not 
nmiain togetlu'r without her. To be ‘that devil 
come from Old England to separate hu.sband and 



luivrj.iiul (o Ilf alili- t>> : .i\ it. So that \ iiu will 
j)frffi\'f a ffiiaiaiii 'll i-. jhi. iMf. Iiulrfd, I lu*- 
lif\a‘ lhat inulrr (lu- liuttuf-tauff •. it ir, junv 
iuf\ italilf." 

i\Ir. Sanlicrn i-a\ •• in lii;- '' Mi-nu 'if. d nionson 
Alrntt": 

“'riiOM' who itMil l.i'ui .a’-. “ riaii' i-fiulcnial 
Wild ( )ats ' will sff liy iicr namt-. ‘ I’ittn m I ,ii m ’ lor 
I-aiif, and 'Aln-l l.anili’ lor Alcoit, that slu* 
looked on her lallier ar. lathct' flu- \iftim ol I.aiu* 
in (lu‘ ‘ k'niit land*.’ lailni'c. W illiont i imcfdinj^ 
(his, (Ilf impaiti.d oh-.ftAfr will aav (hat I, aim 
had (hf i.ti'onv'fi' will, and ihr iar inoif prosaic: 
iiadiff: lha( Im dfi itlfd mo*.t ol ilm i[Ufr. (inns for 
his assdfi.itfs in Imih fount i if*., .ind th.il Im w.w 
rather a hard pi'tson (o y.ft on with. Nt-iihfr his 
hrsl wife, nor Wriyht.nor Mf.. AK ntt, um' Alrntt. 
hiinsi’ll’, nor (In* Ilarvanl Shala-f., unr lin.illy 
Oldham, rouhl (luitf suit him. Hr u\-ft |ifr" 
siiadfd Alfotl, who was a ynnd iainifr and nm- 
ehanif, to adopt impos'.ihlr nunh**! of workiny (Im 
‘ k'niillands' farm, ami murh 0} tln*ti whiim.ifs in 
dress and iood mtiu to have <‘omf irotn L.inr .nid 
his haiKlish friends. Mr.*.. Ah n([, wlu-n rO* .tab- 
fished in a home of her own at (‘oneortl, early in 
iH,. 15 , olli'i'ed Lane a home then*, and he tried it, 
fur a (ime in the next summer, Init still com- 





plained, as lie had at ‘Fruitlands,’ that she 
wished to keep her family small, and made it 
uncomfortable for guests. Knowing Mrs. Alcott’s 
character well, in the last twenty years of her life, 
1 cannot believe that this was ever true of her. 
She was hospitality itself, whether poor or rich; 
and it must have lieen Lane's own individualism 
that; matle him dissatisfied. 

"The rigors of a New England winter pro- 
moted the dissolution of the ‘Fruitlands’ Com- 
munity, but di<l not alone break it up. A lack of 
organizing ] lower to ('ontrol the steady current 
of selfishness, as well as the unselfish vagaries of 
his followers, was the real cause. Nothing in fact 
coulxl lie more miserable than the failure of this 
hojieful cxiieriment.” 

Mr. Alcott had written in his diary of Emer- 
son: — “It is much to have the vision of the see- 
ing eye. Did most men iiosscss this, the useful 
hand would be ('inpowered with new dexterity 
also, h'merson sees me, kmiws me, and more than 
all others helps me, — not by noi.sy praise, not by 
low appeals to interest and passion, Tmt by turn- 
ing tlu^ (ye of others to my stand in reason and 
tlu' natUH' of things. Only men of like vision can 
apprehend and counsel ('ac'h other. A man whose 
puriiosi' and act (Unuand but a day or an hour for 
their completion can do little by way of advising 



him whnvf pui'pi I f-. trqiiirt' \ ; fur their t'uh 

(ilmeiU. i hil\ I'iniei-iiu, <'1 tUi-. .i/,e, huinv . me, of 
all that I have fntmtl. Well, e\eiv nm' <lne; nut 
hiul oJir man, urn- vrry Wi.u.' thu^uyu und ihrnsc.ih. 
I\lan\' ate fhev uhu U\e aial die .tlmie, knuwa 
only tu their Miiviv«u . ut ati after eentiuy." 

llnw lie reralled that mav! He w.e; tu,.e*l in 
mind :ind trunhletl itevund inea.me. All his 
heantiful dreams were mehine. awav mie hv one. 
hiverythhiy seemed («• he talliny iium hi . j-ra-.j). 
Most uf the et'ups h.td failet}; the enf httsiasi i(' 
lovers of "d'he Newne-' .’* iuul ptea i-d themselves 
falsi' ami had slipped awav as the euhl Weather 
aiiproaehed. All hiswundeilnl plan . had eunu' to 
naught. Hi' h.ul premised tn the wurld the vision 
of anew Hden: In* h.ul helieveil it eunld e\i*.l ; he 
had worked for it with his whole soul; lu* had 
nothing to show for it hut (aihue, Would his 
friend ICnu'rson stav hv him in his .inguish.'^ He 
hi'lieved he would, .usd yet how meet his Iriend.'* 
How fiiee the world.’’ 

The cold ptssetrated the old housi*. Wiiliatn 
Lane lay ill iti his nnim and his father watehed 
over him. All wiTt* heavv-hearteel, It w.isaslati* 
as January th.il t'h. tries L.ine .ind his sost moved 
to tlu' Shttki't's. After th.tt Mr. Ali ott retired to 
his room, as he tlsought, to iaee the end. Mr. 
Sanborn tells us: '‘The tm.il e.Ncpulstou from this 



l\T.raciisc nearly cost Mr. Alcott his lile. He re- 
tired to his chamtier, refused food, and was on 
tlui point of dying from grief and abstinence, 
when his wife prevailed on him to continue longer 
in this ungrateful world.” 

This prayer was written in his diary after leav- 
ing Fruitlands: “Light, O source of light! give 
Thou unto thy servant, sitting in the perplexities 
of this surrounding darkness. Hold Thou him 
steady to Thee, to truth, and to himself; and in 
Thine own due time give him clearly to the work 
for which Thou art thus slowly preparing him, 
i:)roving his faith meanwhile in Thyself and in his 
kind.” 

“Shall I say with Pcstalozzi that I was not 
made by this world, nor for it, — wherefore am I 
placed in it if I was found unfit? And the world 
that found him thus asked not whether it was his 
fault or that of another; but it bruised him with 
an iron hammer, as the bricklayer breaks an old 
brick to fill up a crevice.” 

“That is failure when a man’s idea ruins him, 
when lie is dwarfed and killed by it ; but when 
lui is ever growing by it, ever true to it, and 
does not lose it by any i)artial or immediate fail- 
ures, — that is success, whatever it seems to the 
world.” 



In spiMkini’. nt 1 hr h'tuiil.uui-. tAjiniinriil Mr. 
Sanlxu ii ;..i\ : 

“!( ifs (nvn < < tjaprn- ,u !« n! ., and left 

tlu‘ Nvlutlr Alrntt taniiU' liihrr anil tmi p<u»iiT 
for t In";; it utianl ir r\j h i iriu c with il . ad l ci tuiua- 
ticm. It prrpai'rd Alrnft lit tarr iumic jialirntly 
(hr slnnns nl later liir, and In tiain hi . dainditrr, 
wlio was his hrr.t sinydr ydll 1" llir umlil, hrller 
for luT cnnspirnDn;. r.rrvirr. And * l'’i nil land / 
will he rrnirmliri cd, prthap . Inna.rr than nut a of 
the advanitnir;; that a\sailrii tin . mmanlir Iimum- 
hold in ils vnvai'.r nf {Hr. . . . 

"'riu'ri* w.is stitnr Ittnntlafion Inr Alriitl’s de- 
spair a( ‘ {•‘mil land's’ and u iih fhr ill -.nt rr that, 
ftjllnwt'il him alter the th un i hine, I’ernplr St In ml 
in Hoston. hanri; im, the yrnth* .t atnl lea .t tAant • 
ing of men, Itioking at hi-, himd'-. - itnatinn a few 
yt'urs afh-r the ' hVuitland-.’ r\{t!*j imrnt, wiutt' 
in Ins privato journal - 

d'hc itlighl oiMr. Ak'ot f ! The mo-.t rrtinrd 
and the most ;idvanr<-d son! wr ha\r had in New 
ICiigland; wlio make;, all t»fhrr r.nnh. appeal .•■low 
tunl ohtsap and nirrhanii'al ; a man cl >.us h i i»nr ' 
tosy aiul greatnes-. that in eonvn -.at ion ail utln-i-., 
even tin- inlellerinal, seem shar p, and tli'.hdire. tor 
victory anti angrv, while hr lue. the tmaltrt • 
able swet'lness of a nnir.e! N'rt br< .ae i- lu- ramiot 
tsirn money by hi;; talk or hi;, pen, or l>v srhtmb 
keeping, or bookkeeping, or rdifittg, or anv kind 





Where Mr. Alcott nearly succumbed to bis despair at the failure of bis “ New Eden” 



of nK'amK'Hs, — nay, for this very cause that he is 
ahead ol his eoiil.eiiiporarics, is higher than they, 
an<l ket'ps himself out of the shoj:) condescensions 
and arl.H which (.hc!y sloop to, — or, unhappily, 
lu'i'd not, sl.oop 1.0, but find themselves, as it were, 
l)orn to; tlu'ndore it is the unanimous opinion of 
,N('w itngland judge's that this man must die! We 
do nol: adjudge him to hemlock or garroting, — 
we are nuu'h too hypoerilical and cowardly for 
that, Bui we nol less surely doom him by refus- 
ing to prolest against Ibis doom, or combine to 
save him, and to sel him in employments fit for 
him and salutary for the Stated” 

The poem written by Mr. Alcott, with the 
title “The Return,” may fittingly close this 
chapter : — 

"As from himself he fled 
OutCiist, IiKsane, 

Tormenting demons drove him from the gate: 

Away he sped, 

Casting his joys behind, 

His better mind: 

Recovered, 

Himself ngnin, 

Over Ills ( IircslK)i<I led, 

Peart', fills his breast, 

1 1<* finds rest, 

ICxpeeting angels his arrival wait." 



X 


IN AKrt-;K vi-:\us 

MoRIC (luui tiiirty .if’tci' fhr I-’nitf Ltnd-; fail- 
ure, Mrs, ('arulliu* Slicnu.m, nl I IumkI 
from Mr. AU'ott its story as ho t ame to vii-\v it in 
liUt'r yt'iirs. She says: 

"Ouedayal { 'onfor<l Mr. Alcoit {•< ueicuted to 
glvi‘ his exjierienee at l.iml-., atid for two 

hours he eiitt'rtaiiied the lit tie etunji.uiv' with the 
luippu'Sl of humor, as he tohl the sforv of his 
(‘iTort, to nsili/e au ideal i-onummilv. 'roe.elher 
with (diaries Laue. he pureha‘.ed a loc.itioii oti 
tlu* north si<ie <if a ^.audy hill in llarvaKl, and 
Htarled out willi the idea of weUdiniiie. ho'.ju- 
tahly to their eommuuily auv human In-ine, who 
sought admission. Mr. Aleott de^eiihrd the vaii- 
ous sorts of (luaitit eharaetei^i who e.une to live 
with them, lured hy the t harms of I lopla anti Ar- 
caditi eomhinetl. Onlv a \ee.et.t!)h' tliet w.e. al ■ 
lowt'd; for the rtKhis t*f anim.ds to life, lilu'ttv, 
and (Iu‘ pursuit of liappiness ioruu-d a tunda' 
mental primdph* in their ettustiluiion. Tlds not 
only cut them off from lu-ef. Imt fiom milk and 
'Idle milk helouKed to tlie e.ill, ami the 
chicken had a riKht to its exi.slt'ma* a** well .e. the 



value UvS dependence was barley; but the philoso- 
phers did not flinch at the thought of an exclu- 
sively barley diet. Now and then they gave a 
thought as to what they should do for shoes when 
those they now had were gone; for depriving the 
cow of her skin was a crime not to be tolerated. 
The barley croi) was injured in harvesting, and 
l>c‘fore long actual want was staring them in the 
face;. This burden fell heaviest upon Mrs. Alcott, 
for, as housewife, it was her duty to prepare three 
meals a day. They remained at Fruitlands till 
mid-winter in dire poverty, all the guests having 
taken their departure as provisions vanished. 
Friends came to the rovseue, and, concluded Mr. 
Alcott, with a tone of pathos in his voice: ‘We 
put our four little women on an ox-sled,^ and 
made our way to Concord. So faded one of the 
(Irt'anis of my youth. I have given you the facts 
as they were ; Louisa has given the comic side in 

* Ah a mailer of fart they did not go to Concord on 
the ox-slt'd, hilt to Slill River, where they lived for a 
year in llu' hoiiKe called the " Prick EikIh,” belonging to 
till* I.ovejoy family. They then moved to (’oncord where 
Ori'hard IIoubc now 8tand.s as a memorial to the later 
years. 



“Transt't'nelrnliil WiU! Oat-n”; hut Mi!;. Alcotl, 
could t'idi'.’ 


'I'lu* (xU'S adili'c;«st>< I tt» Alcott hv riiofcau aud 

Lowell should ho rooalloil in t'omioii inn with 

Ihost' roniinisconoo;. ol hi:. latoi' mmi.-.: 

THK niLl.sim-: Hnrsl.; 

UY iU;N‘UV liAVIli lUiiHl 

Hero Aleott thcniulu, rfiju-rt .i wi .t- ntau';. tliMii ! 

No kiiuler Iie.irt a nuii tat touu t ’n lu ih; 

Its easy hiiis’es oju* foreveriunir 

At loiicli (>!' all, ' t)t‘ f«*rvid V«uit!i lu I’, Id. 

A mountiiij,; s,4'i' was Itc. and i mild f, . iv 
Hold llij.;htri 111 ho[ir, ih.U M'tlh li d hi t 

With lionev: I lien ll<‘W lli.u li.tiijn d.i\ , 

Ah U'.uired in joy on hi’. i>uif thi im-i we huny,, 

H(' knew the Srhol.u’s .u f ; %vith isf.i.dit '.js-nl 
On Plato's M'litenee, (liat he-.f uui .v, 

And eaim iihiio.’iophv, his smil iofrnt 

Cdeared the yrey film of Madh and Air and Sea. 

He nuKlit have l.ipseil, hut Ilear eii him held .dony, — 

( )r HlilendrotiH faded like r.time sunset dt r.tm ; 

But lonn ’diall live! thoiiyh this h.ue, Imndth- nuiy 
OiduH not his diKuily, - nor tminds it*, theme. 

He’ll dwell (donht not) in th.it fond, wished fm hand. 
Where the hrnad ( 'uneavr's slar’i nntju.uliny Idoom; 

The yui'si of anyels, that eonsnh-tn nf.md. 

Sweetly foryot itt liyht Hat fit's ImOy totnh. 

Tlien may I wait, dear Aleott, of thv roiut, 

Or hear a mace In thv 1 ‘l.ifonir jeiyti! 

Though HWi'ct HhiluwipUv he tint mv forte, 

Nor Mineio'n reed, nor lastriiinghi wistrv gain. 


ODE TO ALC:OTTi 

BY JAMIiS RUSSELL LOWELL 


Hoar him but speak, and you will feel 
The shadows of the Pordco 
Over your tranquil spirit steal, 

To modulate all joy and woe 
To one subdued, subduiiip, glow; 

Abov(i our scpiabbling business hours, 

Like riiidian Jove’s, his beauty lowers, 

His nature satirizes ours; 

A form and front of Attic grace, 

He shames the higgling market-place, 
And dwarfs our more mechanic powers. 

What throbbing verse, (’an fitly render 
That face so pure, so trembling-tender? 

Sensation glimmers through its rest, 

It speaks unmanaekd by words. 

As full of motion as a nest 
That palpitates with unlliidged birds; 

’I'is likest to Betliesda's stream, 
I'crewarncd through all its thrilling springs, 
White with the angel's coming gleam, 
And rippled with his fanning wings. 


Himself unshaken as the sky, 

His words, like whirlwinds, spin on high 
Systems and creeds pelliuell together; 
’I'is strange as to a deaf man’s eye. 
While trees utjrooted splinter by. 

The dumb turmoil of s1:ortny weather; 
fa’ss of icoiux'lasl than shaper, 

His spirit, safe behind the. reach 
Of t!u! tornado of his Hi)(‘eeh, 

lUirns calmly as a glowworm’s taper. 


1 From " HtudlcH for Two Ilcuda.’’ 



As Mr. Alrott su(Ti*rr<i anitcly imm tlu* disas- 
Irous {‘adiiH’ of f!u' {■‘iiitll.uul-; ( 'ntimuinit v, so 
also (lid C'iiaric;; I .auc. 'Thr chorii.hcd idea! of 
1h<* ri'j^i'iK'ratioii of llu-waald bv a vis id i'\aui[)h* 
was shal torrd boyond n-p.iir, SatUU-tunl and dis- 
ilhisioiu'd he rot unu-tl to AU'ot t I lou-.r in lMu;laiul. 

In writing to 'I'liorran from I.omlon, in i.s.jS, 
banorson givtv; a dcsnripf i«in oi him. Hr sa>‘,; 
"I went last Sunday fur thr fir-.t tlnu- to!.r<* Lanr 
at Ilam, and dined with him. He w.r. full of 
fru'ndliiu'ss and hospitality: ha-^ a m IkioI of ^jx- 
lenn children, one lady as matron, tln-n ( ddham. 
This is all the householtl. 'Thm' looked just eom- 
forttd)l(‘." 'i'he matron here spoken of was un- 
doubtedly a Miss llann.ih Bond, who had lived 
at Owen's ( 'ommunity at Harmonv Hall, and in 
due time Lam* east aside his anfaj.s}nism to faju- 
ily ties and married her. But frttm his letters to 
Josi^ph I’idiner, it Is (‘Vitleiit that his expetienee 
in life never allowed him freedom from questions 
of money tind property. He had sunk his all in 
the exjn'rinu'nt at Ihaiit lands, as "an ottering to 
the Internal Spirit.” t hie feeht a note of bit temt<ss 
in him from a letter writteji by W’lighf to Old- 
ham in whu'h he siiys; ” I have Ihs-u tokf that Mr. 
lame .say.s Alcott is an uupraetic.d {hr.mu'r, or 
Bomething tantamount thereto. Alas! Inav far 
shall wi' have to go to find those wlio will deliver 
the same opinion of C. L. [Hharh's I,anel and 
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W, O. [William Oldham] and others whom I 
could mention! Sometimes I almost suspect 
that of myself. The world has decided pretty 
truly. I begin to respect its decision and to sus- 
pect my own.” 

And from the following paragraph the pain and 
dishcartenment of a disappointed life shows itself 
with infinite jiathos, as Wright says; ‘‘Somehow 
or other I seem to have made up my mind that 
it is for me to die, to which I look forward with 
hope rather than terror.” ‘‘What have I ever 
done? ” he asks, and responds bitterly, ‘‘ Nothing, 
al)soliitely nothing 1 I have dreamed only of great 
deeds. Lth me mwer attemi)t again what is be- 
yond my being’s power.” 

Fruitlands was left in the Iiands of Joseph 
Palmer, who bought it of Charles Lane. The 
latter, fully aware of the shrewd common sense 
that lurktul beneatli an eccentric exterior, urged 
Josei)h Palmer to join him in founding a larger 
Community, connecting a farm in Leominster 
with that of Fruitlands as a i)lant on which 
to work out a scheme that would promise some 
nu'asiire of siu;cess. They drew uj) the follow- 
ing papiu- and it w;is duly signed and sealed: — 

Wlu'reas it is desireabU* to form Associations 
of wc‘11 disposed persons for the .sui)ply of their 

I 'iiul itumlfil 1111 V11 ^ o I'lu* ('Iha 


autl iutlii-t til , aiul Wht tr.i:. a cap- 
ital ol one Iiiiiulrri! (liiliat . Ins rai h a' ^tn ialt* is 
(Ifcnu'd MiH'u it'iU iia lu v,innhia au h an A -/su ia' 
linn, W'c, the inulri '.iipicd d«t a>pcc tn Jhr piu'- 
(’hasa ni n^.latr;. in Lrouiin ai-t .uni ilaivarif, 
Massat‘Inn-cf im l hr j lurpt • r t >t ti a niina. :.n< h an 
Assuuiatinn whirh wr piopnr.r tu i nmiursu n’ on 
llu' Ill's! of January urvi, (♦» ihr .unnunt nt livi* 
tlunisaiul dnlliirs r.ipit.il, attrtward-- tn hr rx 
U'luU'd by tlu' addilicti ni lu w -.hair-. i<ii tin* pur- 
chusu of morr rral «*'.!. iti- ,i! thr tli x trlinii nf thr 
sliai’oholdi'rr. assrinldrtl on tin* hr-.t Motnlav in 
January in racli yr.tr, r.n lha! all pri'iur. iuirr- 
(‘Sli'd iihall hold r(|U.d liidit'* h'- po-. .t--".iny. our 
sliari' (ml\‘. 'I'lir pitiju-rtv u>)\v in hand inr (his 
purpnsr consislsol l.aud and Ihiildiiu'/. in 1 ,rom 
histi'f and Harvard, tof^rt her almiii n^n .uars 
with Slock, 'I'ools, Ihoviidon ., rf< ,, nrrdiul fur 
carryin}.^ out the said «lrsiyn In-Id in ihr nanir <if 
Jo.scph Fahucr. 

Josnrit F\t.Mi-:u. 

Lam-:. 

AuKiiHt IH, 

Ihit tlii.s .same .shrewd cotmnnn sen--e rvidently 
stood in the way of hrinyiny thi-. plan into .letu.d 
existence, for ('haiies Lane write-, a letter eotu 
plaininy that, so imu'h tiim* has Leeii wasted in 
consklcrhig il that he can uu loiiyer remain iu 
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America, and he sails for England leaving his son 
William with the Shakers. It is a noticeable 
proof of the confidence the members of the Com- 
munity jdaced in Joseph Palmer that not only 
Charles Lane wanted him as an associate, but 
also Samuel Bower, who urged him to join him 
in founding a Community in a more temperate 
climate where he could carry out his convictions 
regarding the casting aside of all outer clothing. 
But Palmer had seen enough of the Transccn- 
dentalis1;s to make him realize the advantages of 
running his own Community, which he did for 
upwards of twenty years in a strange, haphazard 
sort of fashion. He had no name for it, and he 
never sought recruits, but he never closed his 
door to the wayfarer, and two large iron pots, one 
full of baked l)eans, and the other full of pota- 
toes, stood always ready for the poor and hungry. 
And so in a humble way, Joseph and Nancy 
Palmer carried out some of the ideals .started at 
I'ruitlands by the Transcendcntalists. Calvin 
Warner lived there off and on for many years, 
and old Widow Wel)l>er sought refuge there, 
and many came and went. The Harvard people 
calk'd il; a home for tramps and called him “ Old 
Jew Palmer”; l)ut anyone who takes the trouble 
to look closc!ly into his life finds in him a stal- 
wart character full of fibre and unswerving cour- 



rii'Jil I'i w.u liflnn/ut'.: in li uiil.ual . < m . fd idd 
l)utl!i'y‘:< l.iistl itt thr liii.liu av . A iniuiuu- 
<tus btUflr tavM'd t t uu i t utii.. tli.if li.Jit id \s.iv, 
and ^■u iiciff did il lit-itimc fhaf \v!ii-n atti-f a 
hra\ y Mu>u:.lttrju jn.tjili I’.ihtiir -.fatlrd to 
shovt'l tilt* nit nt if, dill 'dla . 1 >t!d!r\ '.linv- 

cllril il bark ayain. 'Thex krpf at if iiinr all t}a\‘, 
both iiatn «ild lUt-n hnliiiiii', nut with a I'.iiiu 
duU'rniin.Uinu to win. A-, lu-iihi-r ".m i rt-dcd iti 
gaininj-' adv.uttay.«\ fhrv •t-nt tni Mt. lAuriMui 
t(t conU' and arttir thr t{Uf.tinn. wliich he did. 

Ouaint <4(1 tinu“., tjuaiat nld pi nplr, \vc aiu 
grateful fur jusf siu li |ii< tiuc-. nt tlir pa-.( ! 

'riu' fitlldwing Ititi-i . xxcic Inmid bv a graiul- 
suutif Jus<’|ih I’aluuT .inuiug r.nuu' (jM p.ipeta at 
Fruit lands. 

Xt.W \ t'KK, ' >» ja . I«i, jN jfi, 

To Joseph Palmer, 
iSlill Piver, 

Harvard, Mass. 

DI'.AU IdtlKNU; 

r owe you a sfVi-tc Moldinv:, .uid as I .thvavs 
('udeavor to pay inv dt-bt ., htuf ynf's. Vnti di*- 
taiiunl nu‘ s(» Ituig that mv *.< linul i . bink* a tip, 
llu' weeds are slujuldcj |jie,h at llie dnnr, autl mv 
utility in this dtretiinn i'.at an end. Ilete.iffer dn 
nolbe HO ilihitory, Thegt«Hl you tiesiie to do \x ill 



forever escape undone if you are so very, very, 
very cautious. Yet I am not for haste or for a 
miigniricent work. But having really made your 
dt'casion and concluded your jDlan, carry it out 
faithfully and confidingly on such a scale as you 
know you can stand by. 

I read the Prospectus to several, and none ob- 
jected. If your Leominster friends have any 
truth in them, now it will be known. I have 
written to D. Mack, and have tried to interest 
some othc'rs, and I really think if you could keep 
me in New England the next winter, the founda- 
tion of a rational, soulful, simple Association 
might be laid. If you had not kept me so long, 
this might have been po.ssible, but now it seems 
to be my destiny to obey the manifold and un- 
ceasing calls of the Spirit through William Old- 
ham, and return to Alcott House, where your 
letters will find me, and I hope you will take time 
to writ.e me all intc'rest.ing i)articulars. Perhaps I 
may work bettin* on that side. At all events, I can 
assure you I shall continue to take as deep, as 
ac'live, and as direct an iuteix'st in t.he Tveominstcr 
and Harvard Association as if I were present. 
Now that mal t.tn's are arranged a little: more suit- 
ably (c) my nature, T shall work for it with greater 
free<lom and potc'iuy. We should lui]) all men 
out of their false i)ositionvS, whatever they are, as 
fast as we can. 



t Ir.i'.r ( lu lit »f l.iu Im .I'l- r.iluuiiul i In -nirt , .uui 
{•( iliiiuniir tirt'K uifh liiir.d Imuii mii, t.ivc tn^- 
kiiul tfutrmhraiiM’-- In \»ih! uilr ,in«l t Luii.hri-r, 
It I M t , Ht tluuui, ft 1 lilt 'nui . .iiu I hi . u iu , ii i l '.t{ . 
vni, .uui all «lu' lailhiul hi at)', ia \Mut i in !«•. 1 
shall fuilf.u t tf Stt v.tiri- a Itifli hi.fft^ tt| I'niit- 
l.uiih., |)a *4 aiul tuftiii-. ■>> |^t^u uji|«K me with 
all (he fai t'* a', ihrv aii I ht'|u' ilu-ir will In* 
plt'UlN' naiUf> tit put in uiv f«Mtk. 

I havt* faitlt that I -.hall tr \nii aKaiii, hut 
will'll I fatuml lUU'-*'*. Ih tnir that tinu- I isu a a 
faithful haml will hi- 1 1 mi.i r-»- at i il. I tin tint l an* 
how fi'W, it lhr> hr hut kihhI atul tnir, Ha\r vntir 
.snii anil ilaiH;htrt siv.unl flu- I'ni-.pi rtu i.' M.u k 
ni.iy t'nmr Jlrxt in luakr thr ( a aiui^ vntr, nr '.nmr 
odu'r mU' nil whnm vnll multi J« iv. 

{ knaw that vnu anil I, S. Fnsil, anti Vniir 
<laUj4hll’r I'uultl ranv thr ilr -lKU tlunUi-th, if Wr 
HhtntUl ilUVt' till* luippitirv, tn hr llltn-Vl, U tns,;rt llrl'. 
(aid knows am! ami hh-'.-.r:. all thr 

(’UnusHl, in whirh mmpany tuav you rvrt hr 
ftmml with 

Your irMKtirt! hmthi'r, 

( 'llAHI.t * I.AM . 

You liava* {.uvrit WilHain hi'i Irtti-i. i *.u|»jMr.r, 
Srr liini as oltrii ami ohi-rr hint as iiim h a . ytai 
run. 

IMrnly of propir fr<»m Urook Farm in ttmsr- 



qiicnco of the changc.s there would be glad to 
come. The industrials arc all obliged to leave. 
They apply to the N. A. Phalanx, but there is no 
room for them. Let your plan be known and the 
house may l)e filled. 

I believe I shall sail in the Diadem for Liver- 
pool in <x day or two. 

At Mu. Mooru’s, Knowlks Place, Davidson Street, 
1 £ast MiiuuiMACK vSTREiiT, Lowell, Nov. 6, 1849. 

Friicni) Palmjcr, — 

Having removed to reside in Lowell it may be 
wi‘ll to inform you of the change. Perhaps you 
somc'l.inu's ('ome so far in this direction — if so it 
would be cause of regret to me not to see you. 
^■Now, of course, I shall see you if you visit L. 
whilst I locate in it. 

Sinci^ conversing with you I have meditated 
much on the great step in pi*ogrcss which I am 
incessantly reminded it is my interest and duty 
to mak('. But how make it? When? Where? and 
with whom? or, whether alone? On this sulijcct 
so im|)ortan(: to me, to you and to society, 1 have 
many iu‘w facts ami est imates of facts all tending 
to inducT‘, 1 trust, early and beneficial action. 
How far you might be disposed to coincide with 
nu' 1 know not, nor how far your long exiierlence 
niighl, modify my intentions if communicated. I 
should ctudainly like to confer with you at length 



and withnttf rt- it ui. I-nr ■ ui h a pui'posc 
writ ini', t,'. t iiiii f inatlcs|u.itt‘. M I I • hali ih ii ,i( t fiupt 

any .•.tatfuiciit nt lav \if\v-., fif.. iu-ifin. t hu' 
ihiiU'., ImufVtT, I ina\ '.a\'. ulii* ii i‘. that I am 
fuUy and 1 iifliaxt' imally in dif t tnuitiiim 

thal lit) As'.ot'iatitin t*t pt-i -tiu - t an lif Inttui'lit to 
inh.iliil I’Vuiflatid'. tti \'mu |>lai r- af I ,tH nuin-.tfr 
ttmiidiiu', nn lltti-f l.ac. aiul tmidifitins 

which six, years ayti \M*tf tri-iiiit-nt I\ di .t u . .t-tl 
liy us. Hi* sun* (*. Lain* can semi vini ntthiuly 
from hai.uland, aiul I am unawait- thal (hi'ic is in 
tliis country any one Kc.tlisl cnitucji to prut tTil 
li'itJi (lit' luilura! n untnuit's fttr rnnin'k to stidsfy 
your just t'Xpt't tat ions. 

I shall most a’.surc<I!v, it' the Inlinilc Spirit 
wills, make m\* home in the open heaven*; and 
resume the riKht so lony in alwvant c ot fx'iui.* 
naturally and therefore well ami r.utta iently 
clotheil. 'Phe true <iues{itin i*. a proper Individu”' 
alism and nothing that is s-ntod aiul tlediahle in 
Socialism can come Iml after this. This is uni- 
versally and 1 ‘thicallv int <)ntrt>vei tilde and physi- 
cally the solution waits ottr .n (ion. \‘tiu have 
loiij^ stood on the threshohl and iK-.t know 
whether you are {irepared now to p.e.s tiver it ami 
give up your lotmli/ed ami civili.'ed life. I tfiink 
I am (luite <-lear thal tl will hi* necess.uy to i.t.md 
within circumstances li.iving h-ss preM.ttfe. Suit- 
able natural conditions are iiuHspens.ible ami are 



1(1 be provided at; whatever cost of relinquisli- 
nieiit of current enjoyments. 

Yours faithfully, 

Saml. Bower. 

London, Sept. 29, 1849. 

To Joseph Palmer, 

Still River, 

Harvard, Mass. 

Dear Friend Palmer: — 

If tht:re was a possibility of sending me here 
only six or seven acres of our old Fruitlands, you 
should hear no more of me as a claimant. 

As this cannot; bo, and I am once more adrift in 
consecpu'iice of the lease of our house and grounds 
having beem sold, T hope you will have prosperity 
enough in t he culture to release yourself gradu- 
ally from my encumlirancc whereby I may be 
enabled just; t;o pay t;he rent on an acre or two to 
cult ivate with my own hands. 

1 )o not let me ask in vain for a good long letter 
narrating all your local news since I left your 
hill H'gions. Mr. Emerson will inform you of 
William’s movement;s and convey any letters or 
messages t:o me. I suppose Dr. Thomas has made 
a iiretly handsome fortune by this time in setting 
pc'ople’s mouths in tune and that he will retire 
to I'h'iiitlaiuls t(j make sure of it. 

Yours faithfully, 


Charles Lane. 


To Dr. Thomas Palmer, 

Fitchbur{[, Mass. 

Dhar I-’kiivNI): • 

As I am no! so corlaiii of n*afhinK vom laflu r 
ihroiigh (he ])os( "ollico as you, I euelo;*r flii -notc 
to say ihal I should ieel (thliiu’d il \ ou wa odd h.i\ o 
llu' goodness to disehargt' my claim. Sotuo iwnor 
ihree years have passisl since I thought I .hoidtl 
no mort' troui)Ie Mr. Imiut.sou on (lu* '■uld''* !, 
whu'h is one among (iu* reasons lor tirgiug .i - ct' 
tlemeid. Your husiness 1 am sun* Iuin In t ti ton 
sua'cssful (o make it neediul to go out "I the 
family for (he <‘a.sh, or at all events lor ittm h di 
it. The farm has hi'en jjros{u*rous, ,uul thotigh 
y<mr father does not aim at commercial piolits, 
yet his industry and integrity bring theiu u> Idm, 
IfcH'lit is hut as yesti'nlay I and your fathet went 
from Harvard to lutchhurg with the cattle, t )h, 
how hot! I am dilTerently <>m{>loyetl m»\v, hut 1 
still desire the (u'ld and the garden. If I had -.tu h 
a spot, here as ITuitlands I should not tpiit it, 
hut (‘ujoy a lih* fruit fid in all good. rray. in this 
matter of th(‘ mortgage at tend to (h(‘ retpic *4 and 
give my best regards (o your father, from %vht»m I 
should much like to havt‘ a lett(*r. 

Yours truly, 


C'HARl.KS LaM':, 


XI 


TRANSCENDENTAL WILD OATS 

BY 

Louisa May Alcott 
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A CHAPTER FROM AN UNWRITTEN ROMANCE 


On the first day of Juno, 184-, a large wagon, 
drawn by a small horse and containing a motley 
load, went liiml)ering over certain New England 
hills, with the pleasing accomioaniments of wind, 
rain, and hail. A serene man with a serene child 
upon his knee was driving, or rather being driven, 
for the small horses had it all his own way. A 
brown boy with a William Penn style of coun- 
lenance sal; besides him, firmly embracing a bust 
of Socrates. Behind them was an energetic-look- 
ing woman, wit;h a l)encvoleiit brow, satirical 
mouth, and eyes brimful of hope and courage. 
A baby n'poscd upon her lap, a mirror leaned 
against her knee, and a basket of provisions 
danced about at her feet, as .she struggled with a 
large, unruly uml )rella. Two blue-eyed little girls, 
with hands full of childish treasures, sat under 
one old shawl, chatting hai^pily together. 

In front of this lively joarty stalked a tall, 
sharp-fi'alured man, in a long blue cloak; and a 
fourlh small girl trudged along beside him through 
the mud as if she rather enjoyed it. 

The wind whistled over the bleak hills; the rain 
fell in a despondent drizzle, and twilight began 



{ofilll. lUit tlu' f.thu !u.iTi t i\ui 4 uillv into 

tile loj; as if lu’ lu-lu-Iil a i.nliaiU tmw «tt 
spatinitig tlu' I'.ray sk\'. 'rUa t iu-rry utmiau (rual 
to fovcr <*vti v onr litit U«-t'.cll uiih the urn- 
lu'olla. 'Flu* hrowti Ih>v pillowoil lu'. lu\t<l mi (lu* 
bald pati* of Soi-rafrs .uul ‘■luiubrictl praictully, 
'Flu* lidit* ^'jrls satu'. lullabir-. to (lu-ir doll-, in solt, 
in.Uurnal murnuus. ‘Flu* r-haip no-,t-tl p^dt‘^.(^ian 
luarclu'd st<*adil\' mi. uitli tlir bhu- cloak (learn- 
ing ont bfliind hiui like a bamu-r: and flu* lively 
infant splaslied through the pudiUe-* with a thick- 
liki* satij.faction plea*.an( to belmld. 

'Fhus (hest* inodern pilgtim-. jomneved hojie- 
fully out of (he <ild wttrhl. to foiuul a tU'W one in 
the wildt'rness, 

'Flu* editors of 77a’ 7Vanvt TrifnH! Iiad 

received frmn Me;.*.!**. Lion i,\ Lamb ((wo of (lu* 
Jiforesaid pilgrlued a conmiuuit atiiui foun width 
tlu* folltnving .statement i*. an evtou ( : 

"We havi* made .ur.U 4 :.t*iuent . with the pro- 
prietor of an estate of about a huntlicd at res 
which Ii]ii*rates this tract irom human u\\ iierslup. 
llere we shall prosecute mir ettotl to initiate a 
Family in harmony with tlu* piimitivt* instincts 
of man. 

"Ordinary secular farming is not our tibject. 
Fruit, grain, pulst*. herbs, tkiK, anti tuher vege- 
Itible products, ret't*iving assithums attetititm, 
will atiurd ainjile nuimial tn'cttpatitm, and i hasle 



secie me laDor oi cattle Dy tnc spade and the 
iniining-kiufe. 

" C'oiisecrated t;o human freedom, the land 
awaits the sober culture of devoted men. Be- 
^imiin};- with small pecuniary means, this enter- 
prise must l)e rt)oted in a reliance on the succors 
of an ever-boun teems Providence, whose vital 
aOinities bcani; seemred l)y this union with uncor- 
riipl.t'd fu'ld and unworldly persons, the cares and 
injuries of a lih' of ^ain are avoided. 

“I'lie iniu*r naliire of each member of the 
I'amily is at no time neglected. Our plan con- 
l(‘m])]at('S all su(;h disciplines, cultures, and habits 
as evidently conduce to the purifying of the in- 
mate's, 

“Pledged to the spirit alone, the founders an- 
ticijial.e no hasty or numerous addition to their 
numbers. The kingdom of peace is entered only 
t hrough the gates of self-denial ; and felicity is the 
test and the r(;ward of loyalty to the unswerving 
law of Lovt',“ 

d'his pros])ix*tive Eden at present consisted of 
an old red farm-house, a dilai)idated barn, many 
acR's of meadow-land, and a grove. Ten ancient 
appli'- trees were all the “chaste supply” which 
tin; place offered as yet; but, in the firm belief 
that plenteous orchards were soon to be evoked 



Irom (luif uuuT fnu-fmu-.nc ■ inc i- 
f{)UU(l<‘rs had rhti;-f filed t hfii di lUi.dn i't nil la. nils. 

I h-rc 'rinuHi I .iuu intctidf* I i< ' It unid a n tli tnv i if 
Lattrr Day Salats, wim. tindiT his jiat tianiial 
sway, should ifynuaatt' tlir wntld aud i’i"i‘hv his 
nanu' for i-viT. Uotr Alu'l l.amh, with tlu- dr- 
voulfsl faith in tin- hi;di ideal whieh u a . i<i him .i 
livitu,; (ruth, ilo.siri’il (i> plant a Paradise, when* 
Hi'auty, Virtue*, Justiee, and l.tac niiejit li\'e 
happily together, without (he pos .ihilit s' ot a ser- 
pent (‘Uti'i’ing in. Ami here hi * wite, um uiu'erled 
hut. faithful to the end. Imjied, .tfler m.uiy wan- 
derings or’er the fare ot thee.it ill, (o liml rest tor 
her.self and a home lor her < hildren, 

“'riien* is our new ahode," .mnouneed the 
ontlmsiast., .smiling with a r..ui*4'.u tion ipiite 
nntlamped hy the drtips ilrippiug fiem his hat- 
hrint, :vs tltey turnetl at length into .i e.ut p.ith 
that woutul along a steep hill -ide into ,v harreu- 
looking valley, 

“A little dihieult of aere-s.,” oh-etaetl Ins 
pnu'tii'al wift', as .she endeavored to keep her wu l- 
oils household gods from going oveihoatd with 
every lurch of the i.uleii .uk. 

“Like ;il! good thing*;. But iho.se who i-ar- 
lU'Stly desire and patii-ntly seek, will soon hud 
us," plaeklly responded llu* philo'.opher from tlu* 
mnd, t.hnmgh whieh he was now endeavorijig to 
pilot the mueh-eiiduring hor.-H*. 



IT()pc‘,” said Brodier Timoii, ijausiiiy^ to detach 
hi s small comrade from a gate, whereon she was 
ptvrchc'd for a clearer gaze into futurity. 

'"That’s the reason we so seldom get at it, I 
supposes, ’’ replied Mrs. Hope, making a vain 
dule.h at, thi^ mirror, which a sudden jolt sent fly- 
ing out of her hands. 

“We want no false n'llections here,” said Ti- 
mon, with a grim smilig as he crunched the 
fragnu'iils uiuU'r foot in his onward march. 

Sisti'r Hope held her jx-ace, and looked wist- 
fully through the mist at her promised home. 
The' old r('d house; with a hospitable glimmer at 
its wimlows cheered her eyes; and, considering 
t:lu; we*atlu;r, wtis a fitter refuge than the .sylvan 
howc'rs some of the more ardent souls might have 
preferred. 

I'lie new-comers were welcomed by one of the 
t'leel; precious, — a regenerate farmer, whose idea 
of rc'form consisted chiefly in wt;aring white cot- 
ton raiiiu'nl; and shoes of untaimcd leather. This 
costume, with a snowy beard, gave him a vencr- 
al)U', and at the same time a somewhat bridal 
appc'uraiu'e. 

'I'lic' goods and chattels of the Society not hav- 
ing arrivi'd, the weary family rei)osed before the 
fire on 1 >lorks of wood, while Brother Moses White 
rcigaled them with roasted potatoes, brown bread 


and wa(ci', in I wo jilaff.. a fin pan, and one intii'; 
luM lal iln MT\ it (• liritii; liinifr-tl. Inn, haviiin. na a 
tlu‘ fornn: and xaiiitir’. nt a tit jnavctl uoild ti<>- 
hind (hiiU, thrrldfi.-.wcltunifil haul .lii|t wiffi llu* 
nnllmsiasni of nr\v juittu-rt-.. and the ehildren 
heartily enjoyed tiii'- imefa .fe nt wliat the\‘ be- 
lieved was to be a sort of petpetnai pienie. 

1 )ttrii4' the propi’e ol tiii. tuii.al meal, two 
more brothers appealed. ( tin- a liat k. nielatu Imlv 
man, ehul in home>pmi, wh«< e pei niiai mi-.-.iun 
wtis to turn hi;, uauu^ hintl patt ln'tote and u-.i' as 
few words as jtos-.ible. 'I'lu* ofhet wa . .i bland, 
beardetl hhiylislunan, who expeeted n* be savetl 
by eatiny nneooketi I'ond ami K"in;,' wit In an 
dothes. lie hail not yet atloptid the piimitivt* 
eo.stnme, however; but eonleiiteti him elf with 
meditativi’ly eltewtne. dry bisut • out oj a ba-.ket. 

“ ICs'cry meal slunihl be a sat lament, ami tlie 
vessels nsetl should be beatifitiil and niboHi al,'* 
observed Hiolher bamb, mildh , linJninv; the tin 
ptin slipping aliout on his knee-.. "I piiietl a sil- 
ver siTviee wdien in town, but if was ttioeostiv : so 
I pml some graeeful eups and va-.e*. o! Hrifanuia 
wans” 

"Ihardest tiiiiiKS in tin* world to ki-ep bright. 
Will whiting Ik* allow'ed in the eonmmnit y s'* ’* in- 
(ptired Sisli'r Ilojie, with a liom.ewih*’:; inteiest 
in hilior-saving insiitniions. 

"Sueh trivial qnestious will be tli?a nssed at a 
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more fit.ting time,” answered Brother Timon, 
sharply, as he burnt his fingers with a very hot 
potato. "Neither sugar, molasses, milk, butter, 
cheese, nor flesh are to be used among us, for 
nothing is to be admitted which has caused wrong 
or death to man or beast.” 

"Our garments are to be linen till we learn to 
raise our own cotton or some substitute for wool- 
hm fabrics,” added Brother Abel, blissfully bask- 
ing in an imaginary future as warm and brilliant 
as the generous fii-e before him. 

“Ilaou abaout shoes?” asked Brother Moses, 
surviiying liis own with interest. 

"W<; must yield that point till we can manu- 
facture an innocent substitute for leather. 
Bark, wood, or some durable fabric will be in- 
vented in time. Meanwhile, those who desire to 
carry out our idea to the fullest extent can go 
barefooted,” said Lion, who liked extreme meas- 
un;s. 

" I never will, nor let my girls,” murmured re- 
bellious Sister Hope, under her breath. 

“Haou do you cattle’ate to treat the ten-acre 
lot? Ef things ain’t ’tended to right smart, we 
shan’t hcv no crops,” observed the practical 
patriarch in cotton. 

" Wc' shall si>ade it,” replied Abel, in such per- 
fl'ct: gofxl faith that Moses said no more, though 
he indulged in a shake of the head as he glanced 



;it liantls (hat had lu-M noihiu'.'. hrasicr ihan a 
pen h'l' y<'ai ! Ir wa,. a patn ual i t!d -i >ul aiii I ic- 
ganUnl (hr yciuuaT nirii a-, ptimui.inr. hoy;- nn .i 
nrw sor( ul lark. 

"What shall \vc- do for lamps, if \vr ramio( use 
any animal suhstanrr I do hopr li-jit of -.oiur 
sort ir. (o hr thrown upon tlu* i ti(ri pri j-,” r.aid 
Ml’S. Lainh, with atixif(\-, lor in (ho .r ilavs kero- 
sriir and ratnphrnr writ- not , and y,.r. nnlamwn in 
tlu* wildmnrss. 

"Wr shall P.O withont till wr h.Uf- di-.rn\frc<l 
sonir vr|.y‘l«dtlr oil <it wax to -.rivn U’.,” I’t-plird 
llrotln'i' 'rinion, in a tlrsadrtl tone, whiiU ( aur.rd 
Sistrr llojir to r<-sulvf that la f julv.itr kunp 
should hr alw.iv's (iimmr<l, if not Imininr.. 

" I'su'h mrtnhrr is to pritoim tin- work for 
whirh rxpt'i'iriu’r, stn-n^dh, .uid (.r.tf hr*.! lit 
him," rontimu’tl 1 lirtator l.ittu. '* Thn . dnidr/Tv 
iind disordrr will hr avoidctl and h.itmonv prr- 
Vtiik W(‘ shall risr at dawn, hrr.in ihr da\ hy 
balhinK( lollowrd hy musir, and then a rhastt* 
rr[)ast of Iruit and hri-ad. h"..!* h <ino linds {'on- 
grnial orruptrlion (ill tin* mt-iitlian ttn-.d; whrn 
somr tlrrp-s<*arrhing ronvrr-.ation yivt". ir .t (o 
(hr body ainl drvrlopnu*ut to thr niiinl. llc.il!h“ 
fill lahor tiyain rnyayrsiis lilt thr last nu al, w!u*n 
wr assrmhU* in MM'ial ftmmumion, prolonpt d till 
Binisrt, whrn wr rrtiir to swr<-t rrj»)s«-, rrady for 
thr nrxt day’s activity." 



What part, ol tiie work do you incline to your- 
self?” asked Sister Hope, with a humorous glim- 
mer in lu'r keen eyes, 

“ .1 shall wait till it is made clear to me. Being 
in preft^reiux' t:o doing is the great aim, and this 
comes t:o us rather hy a resigned willingness than 
a wilful activity, which is a check to all divine 
growth,” responded Brother Tinion. 

"T thought so.” And Mrs. Lamb sighed au- 
dibly, for during t.lu' year he had spent in her 
family lirotlua' Tinion had so faithfully carried 
out his ickui of “being, not doing,” that she had 
found his “divine growth” both an expensive 
and unsatisfactory iirocess. 

I hire lun' liUvSband struck into the conversa- 
tion, his face vshining with the light and joy of 
thc^ splendid dreams and high ideals hovering 
before him. 

“In these steps of I'eform, we do not rely so 
niiu'h on scientifK^ reasoning or physiological skill 
as on the spirit’s dictates. The greater part of 
man’s duty ('.onsists in leaving alone much that he 
now does. Shall I stimulate with tea, colTec, or 
wiiu'? No. Sliall I consume flesh? Not if I value 
heal I II. Shall 1 subjugato cattle? Shall I claim 
property in any created thing? Shall I trade? 
Shall I adopL a form of religion? Shall I interest 
mystilf in politics? To how many of these ques- 
tions — could we ask them deeply enough and 


roiild (lirv lu‘ lUMi'u a'> u.i\ iiiv', itiaiuin 1(» our 
{•(rnial wrlfan* • wnulil thr it".[Hnirc }if ‘Ab- 
stain 

A mild ;.nui'r ;.i‘t‘mrd ft) tn-lm till* la-.t wnrd of 
Abel's ihap-od\', tt'f Hltiftier Mo-.f, bad .‘.m*- 
('iinibi‘d It) nnuidaiie .-.himbfr and sat notldink* 
like a ina:.;.ive I'Jior.!. t'liic-.f Al» alom, the •.IK-nt 
man, and j'llin I’ease, the lAiiji li member, now 
de]);ntetl tt) the i»aijt: and Mts. Laiuli U-d Iter 
lloek t«) a tenipurarv told. Iea\ ine, f he hnintlejs of 
(he “ t'onsoeiate h'amily " to btiild t .e.tles in the 
air till the lire went out and the :.ym|Hi;.iuni 
('inletl in smoke. 

'riie furniture arrive«l ue\t tlav, and was ;.aon 
bestowed: for (he priueipal piopet t\' of tht' < tun- 
nuinily eonsistetl in books, d'o this tare libr.iry 
wasiU'Votetl (he bte.t room in the house, and tint 
few busts and pietures that ;4ill survived many 
flit (iuKS wen* adtied to iHsmtily tite s.mefuary, 
for hen* flu* family wa*; to tneet tor amur.ejnent, 
mslruet.ion, m\il worship. 

Any homa'wife v,\n imaejne the emotions of 
Sisti'r Ilopt'j when she t«iok {H»'.*.e'.sion of a laryay 
(Iilai>idated kilehen, eotK.iiniuK an old sfov** an<! 
the peculiar stores out of whieii IoihI wa*. to be 
evolve<l for her little familv of eleveti. C kikes tif 
maj»le sUKur, dried jjeas aud be.m*;, b.nley and 
hominy, meal of all sorts, |H)tator.s, and dried 
fruit. No milk, butler, (heest*, te.i, or meat ap- 



pcart'il ICvcn wait was considered a useless lux- 
ury and spice entirely forbidden by these lovers 
of Si)artan simi>Iicity. A ten years’ experience 
of vcKt'farian vagaric's ha.d been good training for 
this new freak, and her sense of the ludicrous 
supi)orted her through many trying scenes. 

Unleav(‘ned bread, i)orridge, and water for 
brt'akfasi ; bread, vegi'tables, and water for din- 
lU'r; bri'ad, fruit , and wal.cM" for supi>cr was the 
bill of fare ordained by the elders. No tc'apot pro- 
faned that sa('r(‘d stov<‘, no gory steak cried aloud 
for vengX'ancc' from her chaste gridiron; and only 
a brave woman’s taste, time, and temper were 
sa('rlfk'.('d on that domest ic altar. 

'Plu^ vexed (piestion of light was settled by 
buying a (luantity of bayberry wax for candles; 
ami, on discovering that no one knew how to 
make them, i)int^ knots were introduced, to be 
used when absolutely neccvssary. Being summer, 
tlu' (wenings wen) not. long, and the weary frater- 
nity found it; no great hardship to retire with the 
birds, 'riu' innc'r light was suflicient for mo.st of 
tlu'iii. But Mrs. Ivanib nibelled. Evening was 
the' only t.inu' she had to henself, and while the 
tin'd fec'l. rc'ste'd the skilful hands mended torn 
frocks and littU^ stockings, or anxious heart for- 
got its bitnlen in a book. 

So '‘mother’s lamp” burned steadily, while the 
philosoj)h('rs built a new heaven and earth by 


lutnuilu'jif ; atiti ffu-tui.h .U! fh.' iurf,i,|shv .ic.il 
tui'-t:. ,£Uii jn t. iff, Imit cS ils.it 

|! 1 -I i«ni Ji I I iii|ti‘ |tLi\ nl h«i tiWU linff v;.41Sif of 

"ihjiHunv*. lii ht . uhI jiMtti" [ttjf (Ilf nsn! h . 

the uoj .r im if. 

Siu h laruuJK. ptoh-tl'h wa - t r< a {H'toi'a 
siai !■ At lata « it K f » I . I hf 1 '.itu I < a } <i of In i . ! ti-/ aa 
1>V nii.ulsiu; KaV'IfU .ta>l M. I nit a It w tla\ . of it 
lr;.'.rari| ihril .Utiol .uaa.'ia»,t% . liii SruA h.uul'. 
aatl .u’hsui’ b.u k . Maa.Ki ant slu « s|ir.iirn« v of 
|irt lait I iiif. Ut«* ta <• u! taliin liU llif vsoilo t I Wfia 
hi'ttaj' 111 !t li lui nobir toil hv a -aiiuntri itl the ta w 
lilt\ 

Iliolhn Mo.‘ I '* 111 iiiii,;lit a v* 4 .r ol osi'ti ti»na his 
f,irni, a! Ira-.i, tin- |»hilo-.o|(Ju t ■ t hoiajtt mi fUI 
it was (list iiVrj nl that oiit- oj thr aiujuals was a 
C‘<)\v; aial Mmm”*. t uiilc . .nl ihaS la' "am ,f bo lot 
(hnvit easy, far hr ratild n't livt- oa aaitlni sai .r 
(‘mirrly,” 

(il'ral was I>ii latoi I.ioti's iiatii tiaf iou at this 
lapsa fritJii vitittr, Ihtl itim- (hr Woik 

iiuiat bi' (hiiir; thr ita rk « ■ iw w a • |n t tait ft d to 
wear I hr yokt* aia! t hr tit ?( suit bi of la 1 1 1 tubiiUrt I 
tu rnjry hubiihh it lUauKht * iti (hr batti, whitli 
(lark pruifrihuy lau -itl thr t luhhru to ugaul 
huu us mu- sH't ajiart l*u th -.itiu tiou. 

'khr Howiny was rijuailv |Hsuh.u, foj, uwiut: to 
HOJUr lUtslakr, tllr ihirr blrtlurU, \vht» 
ihfuiw'lvtss lu this |4iatfftil tusk* lottiai wiuii 


half the job that; each had l)een 

sovvitiK (lilTereiit sort of j>Tain in the same field; 
a inisla.!«> which <'anscd miu'h perplexity, as it 
could not. be nsiu'dii'd ; but, after a long consulta- 
tion and a ^<><><1 dt^al of lansAhter, it was decided 
to say nolhint; and see what would come of it. 

1 lu' }j;ar(U'n wjis ])lanted with a j^eneroiis supply 
of nsetnl roots and herbs; but, as manure was not 
allowed to ])rofam‘ the virgin soil, few of these 
vegc'tabU^ tr('asnres ev(‘r came up. Purslane 
reigiK'd supn'iiu', and flu‘ disa,i)pointed planters 
ale it philosophically, deciding that Nature knew 
what was Ix'st for tlumi, and would generously 
sup])ly their nee(ls, if tlu'y could only learn to 
digx'st her “sallets” and wild roots. 

'I'he or('har<l was lai<l out, a little grafting done, 
lU'W tri'es and vine's set, rt'gardless of the unfit 
si'ason and entire ignorance of the husbandmen, 
who honestly belii'vetl that in the autumn they 
would n'ap a bounteous harvest. 

Slowly things got, into order, and rapidly ru- 
mors of till' new ('XiH'dinent went abroad, causing 
many slrangi* s])irits to Hock thither, for in those 
days communities were the fashion and tran- 
scendentalism raged wildly. Some came to look 
on and laugh, some to be supported in poetic idle- 
lU'ss, a fc'W to believe sincerely and work heartily. 
ICai'h nu'inlx'r was allowed to mount his favorite 
hobby and ride it to his heart’s content. Very 



(jiU't'r wtTc Miim- (it the I'r;, am! xcry ranij»- 
ant stitnc dt the h< i] '1 lii- .. 

()nf yittU h, lu-lii A in;: fhal lau;.;t!.!;’i‘ vva , < il' Ht- 
t!(‘ cdU; ctiiU'iu (• it ! he -pii it xia . oiiK i i,. hi , '.tat - 
tled iieW Cl unet 1 1 \ itlainUx '.Metlisii' ihetii with 
*'( '.cuh! tiKii niiie,, damti mmi." .aid nlhet leiaat ks 
(»1 an e({t tally mixed ft di a. A ■ ec tilid it lejUe .'.ilile 
])eiiu> held that all ( he eim a i< <ti ■ i it l he '.i inl ho uld 
be freely expre'•^.ell, atid ilhl-.tiafed hi . theoix- by 
unties that Wfiild have '.ent him In a limatie 
asylum, if, as an umee.etn-i .ite uae, '.aid, he had 
lift already been In fue. W'heti hi • eiiitil Mtated, 
he ellmbed trees and •.hfuied; when dfubt .e.- 
sailed him, he lax‘ njifii tlu' tlunr and y,ifaneel 
huni'iitably. At jiatul petifil ., lie taii d, leaped, 
and i-anj.;: when r-td, he sxept alfud: .md when 
a j,;reat thonyjit but -t np.tn him in the watches 
of the niKbt. he crowed like a im und t i u ketcl, to 
llie ^reat dellyhl fl the (hildit-n and the ypcat 
aunoyanee of the elder;., t )ne mu ie.d lufther 
fiddled whene\i*r ;.ii moved, r..uie, -.ent iuieulaliy 
to the four little yirls, .md pul ,i music box on 
the waill when he Imcd «orn. 

Brotlu'r i’e.ise yicund .iwav .it hi-, tun ooked 
food, or browsetl over the i.nm on -.otiel, mint, 
green fruit, and new vegt'tablc.. tkia.ionalh he 
took hi.s walks abroad, airilv at filed in an tin- 
bleaehed cotton punt ho, whieh wa-. the neare-.t 
approach to the primeval eo-anme he w.e. .d» 



I()W (‘(1 lo indiHiJic' m, A(: luulsummer he retired 
to (lu‘ wildi'i iicss, lo ( ry his phm wlu'rc the wood- 
cluu'ks \V('re wilhoiil {>rejii(liet's and luickleberry- 
bushes W(‘re h<>si>ilal)ly I'lill. A sunstroke im- 
fortnnn.({>ly spoil!. Ins plan, a,n(l he returned to 
seini"('iviliza.r!on a sadden* and wiser man. 

h'orest Absalom ])reservt'd his Pythaj:!,orean 
slleiu'i', enllivat(‘(l his Ibu' dark locks, and worked 
lilc(‘ a bi'aver, sellitij;- an e'xcellent examine of 
brotlu'i'ly love^, justit'i', and luk'lity by his up- 
right lib'. Ill' It was who lu'lped overworked 
Sister Hope with her lu'avy washes, kneaded the. 
endless suee'esslon of batches of bread, watched 
ovc'i* llu' ('hlldren, and did the many tasks left 
iindoiu' by tlu' brelhren, who were so busy dis- 
eiisslnj'' and (h'llning f'reat duties that they forgot 
to pi'rform llu' small ones. 

Mosc's While phu'idly plodded about, “chorin' 
raound,” as lu' (Nilh'd it, looking like an old-time 
palriar('h, wllh his silver hair and llowing beard, 
and saving llu' community from many a mishap 
by his ihrift and Yankee shrewdness. 

Hrolher Lion domineered over the whole con- 
<•(‘1*11 ; for, having put: thc! most moiuiy into the 
spt'culalion, he was n'H<)lve<l to make it pay, — 
as if anylhing fonnded on an ideal basis could be 
expect ('( I to do so by any but eivtlmsiasts. 

Abel Lamb sini]>ly revelU'd in the Newness, 
firmly lielii'ving that his dream was to be bcauti- 



fulK' riMli/fd au»l In fiim* nnf uiiK- little I-'niit- 
I'lll the W hele eatth, in- tUlllrtl into ,l 
I lapi >V \‘allr\‘. lie U * tt hi tl with e\ el \ mtf.ele < if 
his hoih , ioi hr wa . iu ile.itlK eai ne a , I le fatu-Jit. 
with his whole hea<l .uni heat t : iilautied atul 
saeiitieeti, pre.iehnl au»l jiiophe-.iei I, with a soul 
full of the jutti-a U' pitalion-., uio-.t uti elh .h pur- 
poses, am! ilesit'e-' tor a life ileVuted to ( Itul aiitl 
ni.ui, too hii^h »uitl lemter to lie.tr tlu* rouihi iisapp' 
of (his wntitl. 

It was a little reinatkahle (hat oiilv one wotuau 
ever joined this eomuumtiv. Mt-., hamh men’ly 
followed wher<".tH’Ver her hu-.hatul led, -"as 
ballast for liis balloon," as .she said, iu lu-r bri},'.ht 
way. 

Miss Jatte (his.'a' was a stout ladv of mature 
year.s, sentitnent.il, amtablt*, and l.i/v. She wroti* 
verse.s copiously, aiul h.td vae.tte vtsuniuK^^ 
gruHpiuKs after llte tuihuowu, whit h leil her tt> 
believe lunself littetl lor a higher sphere than 
any .she hud yet aihunetl. 

IbiviuK been a teaeher, she w.is set to instruot» 
iiiK the chihlren iti the cotnnton bram he .. Iwuii 
tulult lueiuber took a turn at the infants: and, as 
each (aught in his tiwn wav, tlu' testih was a 
clirouic state of t'haos iu the mituls of these itmch- 
Jiillicted iiuiocents. 

Slt‘t‘p, food, atitl jKjetie nuisings were (he di*» 
sires of dear Jane’s life, and she shirked all duties 



V in i opmi. n /Miy UlOUgUL OI 

l('n(linu Ji. hand willi ( lu* doninHl ic drudgery never 
oeeiirn'd (o lier; and when l.n the question, “Are 
llu'r(‘ any In'asls of Imrden on the place?” Mns. 
Lamb answered, wil.h a face that told its own talc, 
"Only ont' woman!” the buxom Jane took no 
shame to h('rs(>lf, but laughed at the joke, and let 
tlu' si on I -hear U'd sister l.ug on alone. 

I lnfor(unal(‘ly, the poor lady hankered after 
tlu' lU'sh-pols, and ('iideavored to stay herself 
with privalt' sips of milk, crackers, and cheese, 
and on one dire occasion .she partook of fish at a 
neighbor’s tabU'. 

( )iu' of the children reported this sad lapse from 
virtiu', and poor Jane was publicly reprimanded 
by TImon. 

” I oidy look a lil.tle bit of the tail,” sobbed the 
penitent poetess. 

‘ ‘ Yi's, bn 1. 1 lie whole fish had to be tortured and 
slain that you might tcniipt your carnal appetite 
with that (uu* taste of the tail. Know ye not, 
c'onsumt'rs of flesh meat, that ye are nourishing 
tlu' wolf and tigt'r in your bosoms?” 

At this awful (piestionand the peal of laughter 
which arose from some of the younger brethren, 
tii'kled by the liulicrous contrast between the 
stout sinner, tlu; stern judge, and the naughty 
satisfaction of the young detective, poor Jane 
flt!d from the room to pack her trunk and return 


1(> a wtniil wiii'i'c* (i-.hf.’ lai! . WfU' nut iurluddcn 
fruit. 

'i'ran.sffndrul.il \vil»l wmc - (iwu Ijin.ulcast, 
that yt‘.u', aiul tlu* tauu' thrintt ha-; tU't yet 
(Hsisctl in the lajul; {or, lutilr .i . ihi . ctnp smncd 
to outsidi-rs, it hort- .m iaviaMi- Itaivt-a, worth 
luuoh to tlnr.o who plantod in i-anii .t. A-. tioiu* 
of (ho nu'inhcr.s of (hi-, p.ufirular ititnmuuity 
Iiavo t'ViT rot ountod fin-ir t-xpcrii iu i-". hfloro, a 
few of them m.iy not !><• ami-.-., -.iiu f the intorest 
in these atteinjits has m*ver ilit-d out and i*‘ruit- 
huuls WMH the most ideal tif all the-.e rastles iu 
Sptun. 

A new dress was {nv«-ntetl, r eottoii, silk, 
and wool wane* forbidden as the piodticf ol sl.ive- 
lahor, wonu-slauyjiter, aiui slteep uthln-rv, Tu* 
ni(*H and (rowsers of hiowm lim it wei** the only 
W'ear, d'he women’s skit ts weie Iouim r, .iml their 
Btraw hat-britJis wider than the men':., ami this 
WUH the only ditfereuet*. Some l>ei -.erution lent 
a diann t(» tht' eostuine, and the lont; haiosl, 
lineiiH’hul rt'former.s t|nite {‘iijoveil the mild mar- 
tyrdom they endnretl when thev left hotne. 

Money was abjuretl, as (he roof o{ all evil, d'ht* 
I>r<Khu*e of the land was to stipplv mo-,t of their 
wants, or be exehanyetl lor the tew fhin|,!;s flu*)* 
eould Jiol grow, 'bhis itlea Imd if-, imonvi'n- 
ienees; but Helfalenial was die fa-.hion, ami it was 
HurpriHiiiK how many things one ean t|o without. 



When (Ix'y (h'sircd lo (ravt'l, they wulkc'd, if 
l)ry.v,(’d (lu' loan of a veliiele, or boldly 
<'nt('r(><l ear or ('o;u'h, and, s(a(hii>' th(>ir principles 
(o fht' oKicials, took tlu' coiisc'(iiiences. Usually 
{lu'ir dnw, (heir earnest frankiu'ss, and tt'entlc 
ri‘s< lint ion \v< m I lu'ui a passage ; but now and then 
they met with ha.rd nsaite, and had t.ht' satisfac- 
tion ol siiHertiu; for (lu'ir priiu':i[>U‘s. 

( )n OIK' ol ( hes(' penniless pilLi,riniai>;(^s they took 
])assa,y('on aboat, and, wlu'ii fart' was demanded, 
artlessly ollt'red to talk, instead of pay. As the 
boat, was W('ll inuh'r way and lluy actually had 
not a cent, there was no lu'lp for it. So Brothers 
la'ou a.nd Uaiub held fort h to the assembled pas- 
s('nK<'rs in (heir most, ehxpient style. There 
must havi' been something eflective in this con- 
versation, for llu' listeiu'rs were niovt'd to take 
xip a eontrlbution for (best' inspired lunatics, who 
pn'a.ehe<l ptsiec' on ('artli and good-will to man so 
earnestly, with empty pockets. A goodly sum 
was collected; but when the captain presented it 
the reformers i)roved that they were consistent 
<'Vt'n in t heir madiK'Ss, for notapc'nny would they 
a<'c('pt, saying, with a look at the group about 
tlu'ni, whose Indifference or contempt had 
cha.nge<l t.o interest and respi'ct, “You see how 
well \vv get. on wit.hout money’’; and so went 
si'i-c'iiely on tlu'ir way, with tluur linen blouses 
llappiiig airily in tin* cold ()cto1)er wind. 



“’riu'V prc.n hrtl vc. i't ,irt.itu-*iu \ where utul 
resistcii all “I ilie fie h, 1 1 ttih ji IrtUy 

eating apple', aiul Ine.ul at w< 11 ■•pj<ati tables, 
and inueh attlleling hu.-.pitahle hir.te..e. by de- 
noimeing their Ibud ajul taking awa\' flu'ir ap- 
petiti'S, diseus‘>ini‘, the "hntria . et r.hamble-.," the 
" ineorptiratien ot the brute in man,” and "(ui 
cU'gant abstineuee the r-typi *it' a piue •.(lul.” Hut, 
when the perplexed cr <»tteuded ladies asketl 
what they slumld eat, they g"l iti reply a bill <if 
fan; n>nsisting nf ''lH)\vis uf ;aiuijs«* l<tr break- 
fast/’ "solar seeds td the .sphere,” "tlishes imm 
Plulan'h's chaste table," and other viatidsetjnally 
hill’d to llnd in .my nuHlem market. 

Reform eonventions ot all scuts were haunted 
by these brethren, whosaicl nianvwise things ami 
did many f<Kilisli one;.. I 111011 uiralely, tlusa* 
Wiinderingsinterfereti with their haryesf at home; 
but th<‘ rule was to tlo what the- spirit moyed, so 
they left their eroje; t«» Provident e and waiit 
a-re;iping in wider ami, let ns hope, more fruitful 
fU'UlH than their (wvn. 

Lui’kily, the eartldy proyidemc' who wafetied 
uvt'r Abel Lamb w*as at hand tcjgh'au the scanty 
crop yielded by llu' "uneoirtrpled land," wliit h, 
"{•onseer’ated to Imnuui In’ethun," had received 
" tlu' .sober eulture of devout men." 

About the time the grain was reatly to liouw, 
8ome call of llu* Oversuul walled all the men 



away. An (‘uslc'rly slorni was ('oiuitig up and the 
yellow staeks wt're sure* lo In* ruined, ''riieii Sister 
llop(‘ j.',a(lu‘r(‘d her forces. 'I'hree little ^ids, one 
boy ('I'inion’s son), aiul herself, harnessed to 
clo(hes-ba.sIve(.s and Russia-linen slu'cLs, were the 
only (I'ains slit* ('oukl <‘oniniand; but with these 
poor .applianci'S llu* indomitable woman j’ot in 
(he: j.p'ain and saved food for her younji’', with the 
iuslinet and (‘neri;y of a molher-bird with a 
brood of hungry nesi lings to feed. 

I'his attempt at n^genn'ration had its tragic as 
W(‘H as comil' siiU', though the world only saw the 
foruu'r. 

With tlu' first frosts, tlu' butterflies, who had 
Huimi'd ihem.selvi'H in llie jkjw light through the 
suniuu'r, look flight, h'avhig the few bees to see 
what, honey tiu'y had stored for winter use. 
Pri'cious littU' appeari'd b(‘yond the satisfaction 
of a f(‘W months of holy living. 

At lirst it si'i'iiu'd as if a chance to try holy 
dying also was to be olTered them. Timon, much 
disgusted with tin* failure of the scheme, decided 
to ret in' to the Sliakers, who seemed to be the 
only siicci'ssful community going. 

“What is to bei'omi' of us?” asked Mrs. Hope, 
for AIk'I was heart, -broken at the bursting of his 
lovely bubble. 

“You can stay lu're, if you like, till a tenant is 
found. No more wood must be cut, however, and 



lUt Ilinic rom All I h.i\r IU!I ! in- snld (i, 

I ).l\' ( lu‘ ( iri t tt the ) ■ iU< I 1 n , .1 . f iir j t ■ ,j )i iij.j • 

hilily rest . wiih jar." \va . fltr t lirn ifiv, irph-. 

"Wha t«i |».l\ u . l"t wh.U \Vr h.l\r lii.f.’ ! 

I'.ur all I hatl, luiiunur. timr, •.Ssruv.fli, :.ix 

mniuhs of m\ rhililo ti‘ , ami all ai'r 

wa-.lcil. Alirl i‘,a\r liiiti rlt au«l rul, ami is 

almost wtfrkril 1)\ hai.l \\<iiL ami t ii- ai )|u >iut * 
iiumt. An* wr to h.ur tio irtjini iof tht-., but 
IjMVt' to starvj- .ititl Irrr/c- ia aa ol<l hotr.t*, with 
winter at haa<i, ao inoju-v. ami hat.llv a liirml 
h'ft ; for tht;. wild '.rhrmf lia-. aliraatrd tirath all 
\Vf had. Volt t.tlk tmtrh aUitit jiiairr. I.rt as 
have :i litih’, .‘.iarc thorr i-- tioihitt;,', rl .r hhl." 

Hut thf woman'*, ajijn-.il ttirt with no n-plv 
hut (hr old one: " I ( w.r. an twpri inirnt . \\‘r .ill 
riskrd somrihiny, and am .t !>r.u’ out lo /.r . 
wr a.m." 

With this cjiltl romfott. Timon tlrp.ntfd with 
his son, and w.t*. al»'.ot!u'«l into ihi- Sh.ikrr 
brothrrhootl, wiirrr hr somi toimd th.if the otdrr 
of (hiiiKH was rrvrt'srd, and it wa;. .ill work .tad no 
play. 

d'luui thr (ram-dv hry.iu lor (lir fot-.akril littlr 
fiuuily. l)rso!ation ami tlr-.p.tir fril upon Alu-l. 
As his wifr said, hi;, nrw hrlirfs It. id .iHrn.ifrd 
many frirmls, Somr thouyht Itim m.til, -.omr 
unprinripli'd. Mvrn thrimt.t klmlly ihottyhl him 
a visionary, whom it warn U'.rlm.. to hrlp till hr 



totik IMOIC pi'.u-lic.il virwsof lift'. All stood aloof, 
.sa>-iai; ; “ 1 .cl hitii work out hi.s own ideas, and see 
wli.Ll (hey arc \voi ih." 

lie had hied, hut [{ was a failurt'. The world 
wa'i iiol readv for Ulopia yel, and (host' wlio at- 
tenii»led to fonnd it only y.ol. hni.yhed at: for their 
])a,in:;. In other ilay.s, men could sell all and ^ivc 
to the poor, lead liet's devoted to holiness and 
hieji (honyht, and, alter (hept'rseenliou wasover, 
find theinseU'es Imnored as saints or martyrs. 
But in modt'i ii times these lIiinL^s :in' out. of hisli- 
ion. 'To livt* for one's principles, id, all costs, is 
a dan.m'i'ons s])eenlation; ;ind llu' failure of an 
ideal, no mat ti'f how humane and nohh', is harder 
for the world (o forttivt‘ :m<I fortti't (iitin hank 
robbery or the grand swindles of corrupt politi- 
<-ians. 

1 h'cp waters now for Abt‘1, and for :i time there 
seemed no i».is;.;i}'e through. Streugih and sjnrit.s 
were exhanst<’d by hard work and too mucli 
thought. Courage biih'dwhen, looking about for 
lu'Ii), he saw no symptUhi/.ing ftice, no hand oiit- 
slri'leiu'd to help him, no voict' to say cheerily, 

“Wh' all mak<' nuslaki's, and it. ttikes many 
(‘xperienees to .shape a life. Try again, and let us 
help you." 

hi very door was closed, every eye averted, 
<‘very heart <*oI<l, and no w.ay oi)en whert^by he 
might earn brcsul for his children. His principles 



wnulil luil pfriiiit him !<» »ln m.m\' thliu’.s tluit, 
(tlhrl'N (li‘1: .uul ill flic tcW lii 111 > whrtr i '• illMitili'C 
woiilil alli'w him (*> utuk, \shi< unuhi i iupluv ;i 
ni.in who ll.ul IlnWU in tlu- larr nt ;.nric(y, as lu‘ 
h.vtl ilnnr;* 

'I'ln’ii (his dframt*!’, whose ilte-am was i Iir life <»f 
his lil<', rt'st lived to eai t A' otif his idea ( 1 1 t hi* 1 lit ter 
<*nd, 'Then' ^.eeJued no pl.n e tm him heie, an 
work, no friend, d'o v.o he^'v.iiu' c unditions was an 
igiuilile as to i.to hev.^tin^ mtiuev. Met ter pei isli of 
want than sell oju‘’s soul tor the snstraaia e ot his 
body. Silently lu' lay d«>wn upon his bed, (ttriietl 
his face (o the wall, anti waiteil with pathetie 
patienee for tleath to eut the knot whit h he ot mkl 
not untie. I htys and niyhts went Iw, ami neithtT 
footl nt»r watts’ passeil Ids lips, Sotil and iMuly 
were thimbly stniKKli^k^'. (oe.ethei , .tsid no wind of 
COinitlaitU betrayeil what eithet athend. 

Ills wife, wdien tears .uul pr.ivers wne miav.iil- 
inj<, sat ilown to wait the end with ,i m\ stetious 
awe and suhmisMon; for in this entire n'sij,ptation 
of all ihinKH there was an elotpiesif siKtnlit .inee 
to her who kttew him as nt> other hum.m Indtiy. 
did. 

''Leave all to ( uhI,’' was his belief; ami in fins 
cri.sis the loviny m»uI t Inns,; to this l.tith, sure lh.it 
the Alhvise halher wonit! tuit dt-.eii this { Idkl 
who tried to live -so ne.ir to Him. t latliei iuy her 
children abtnit her, she waitetl tlie is:.«e of the 



t.nuvcdy that was In'inj; enacted in that solitary 
room, wliilt' tlu- first snow h'll outside, untrodden 
by du' foolprinls of a sini;U‘ friend. 

Bill tiu' st.ronr; ani>i‘ls who sustain and teach 
perplexi'd aiul troublixl souls came and went, 
leaving no trace witliout, but working miracles 
wilhin. I'or, wlu'ii all other sentiments had 
fadi'd into dimiK'ss, all other hopes died utterly; 
will'll the bitli'i'iiess of death was nearly over, 
when body was jiast any pang of hunger or thirst, 
and soul stood ready to (U'jiart, the love that out- 
livi's all else refusi'd to die. Head had bowed to 
defeat, hand had grown weary with too heavy 
tasks, Imt, heart could not grow cold to those who 
livinl in il:s tender depths, even when death 
touclu'd it. 

“My faithful wife, my little girls, — they have 
not. forsaken mi', tlu'y are mine by tics that none 
('an break. What right have I to leave them 
alone? What right to esc'ape from the burden and 
till' sorrow I have lu'Iped to firing? This duty 
remains to me, and T must do it manfully. For 
(heir sakes, l.lu' world will forgive me in time; for 
tlu'ir sakes, (aid will sustain me now.” 

'roll feel lie t o rise, Abel groped for the food 
that, always lay within his reach, and in the dark- 
ness and .solitude of that memorable night ate 
and drank what, was to him the firead and wine of 
a new communion, a new dedication of heart and 



iilf lu fill- tliiitf, th.if wnv Itif fum uhni llu' 
illr.Utl - ill fl. 

In the f.iiK tl.!.v.n. wiir empt 

Ir.uiutlv' (t) ; ri- \\ il.if h.u! innir fn (In* 

p.iticu! I.n I i.n (hi- pill>>w , he tniiini i( iui!iin- .i{ 
her, ‘aw a \\ a Srti h.nnl i-ni ■licii hril ti' hfi', and 
hr.u'il a. tr!-l <lc % < >ii<' < ! \ lita\il\, '*U<ipc!” 

\\‘ha{ pa rd in (liaf Hffif Ii'mmi i'. tmt ({> lx* 
nntitdt’d r\rrpl ilt tin- hratt'. di (In'.r who Mlf- 
fcrrd aiui i-ndnii-d nnu h loi hwc' . - ala-. I'niittudi 
hit' UN tn know’ tli.if •ooii llir v^.aii --hadow ol a 
man <.11111- toHh, !<-anini; on (hf anu that nf\t*t' 
t.iiird iiim, to hr wt'ii oiin d ami < in ii Jn d hv tin* 
fUildifU, who tn-Vfi ton, of tin- r^pt-ui-iu t' . ot that 
(iinc. 

“Ihtpf" wa*; tin- w.it<hw<iiil now; and, whlii* 
tin- ki'.t lor/. lita/<-d on fin- ls< at th, tin- l.r.t ht'<*a<l 
and apjih". c<i\<-jt-tl fin- tahlo, tin* inw <'0111- 
mandcC, with i<-(ovi*t«-d tonias,/-, Nai<l to luT 
huNhantl, 

“ la'avi- all to < aHl ami nn*. Ih* h.i-* dotu- liin 
part, now' I will do rnitu-.” 

“But w<- ha\(- tiij mon<-\, 

wa* h.tvt*. I '.okl all w<' i<ndtl -.paro, aiul 
ha\-<- <’!ioUj.'.lt tu t*da- Ur. aw.iy tioui tlii-. Miow- 
hank." 

“WIn-tv <-ait w<- K,..,-’" 

“ I luu f fn 5 ,'.ipa-d i<tur mom*, at out' p/hhI ju-iyji- 
Intr, 1 .ovi-jov'.-’. 'riii-rc \vv < an Hv<* oln-aply till 






own, plnasf ( iod." 

Bnl, lU'pc, y(nu- H(lU' Htore won’t last; long, 
aiul wi‘ Itav(' no IViniHls.” 

“I ran srw and yon ('an <'liop wood. Lovejoy 
olfta:! you llicnanu* pay as lio givt's his othor men; 
rny old frit-iul, Mrs. 'I'nnuan, will send me all 
die work I want; and my bU'Ssedln’otluT stands 
by us to tin* end. ('Iiec'r up, dear heart, for while 
then' is work and love in the world we shall not 
suiter.” 

“And while I have my good angel Hope, I .shall 
not despair, even if I wait another tliirty years 
belort' I step b('you(l llu' c'irele of the sacrc'd little 
world in which 1 still have a place to fdl.” 

So one bleak I )e(H'ml>er (hiy, with their few pos- 
si'ssions piled on an ox-sU'il, the rosy children 
piM'ched atop, and tlu' puretitB trudging arm in 
annlu'lund, (he (‘xiles left: their Eden and faced 
tlu‘ world again. 

“Ah, me! my happy drcsim. How much I leave 
behind (hut nevc’r ean be mine again,” said Abel, 
looking back at llu* lost baradise, lying white and 
chill in it.s shrond of snow. 

“\'«'s, dear; but how mueh we bring away,” 
answered bravediearted Hope, glancing from 
husband (o eluldreii. 

“boor I'Viiit lands! The name was as great a 
failut'i" as llie n'Sl!” continued Abel, with a sigh, 


US u IntNtltit (**u ajiplr {r!l tnitti u ItMtif , . Idut^-h at 
his Ifct . 

Ihit t!u- sia.h t huuvH-tl f«i u stuth* us his wife 
uthlftl, in u halt frutU-r, hall - afiiii al 

" I Km't \«iu think Applr Slump Wnukl hr u 
hrllfi' namr ioi if, (h-ar/” 

(Aftnr Mt luaiiv mmj-. I.rui -a Ah off viua- natu- 
rally tury.uf a trw uniuip«a f atif di-fails when ;ilu‘ 
W'rnfn ’'‘rraUM rntlmial WiM < la( % ff thrv an' 
iiupnrfatlt rUnuyU t«> -.rf '.{i airjit . l‘aprir. latt'ly 
found show tin* fxil tnnu hhuit lands {•> havt* 
takrii pl.u'c iji Januaiy. Shr .ih.n spr.iks of 
iitovt'.s in tht* (4d innn.r. *riiis is a jni-.fako. 'I'hn 
old rhinuU'V was taknu dtavu hv jnsrph I’almnr'H 
griuulstm, Ah'. Alvin Ilolin.ui, nnujv ynarH aftnr 
the Fruillamin t'lmuutmity was hrokrn up.] 
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